OSHTEMO CHARTER TOWNSHIP
PLANNING COMMISSION

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD JANUARY 12, 2023

Agenda

ELECTION OF 2023 OFFICERS: CHAIR, VICE CHAIR, ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS LIAISON, AND RECORDING SECRETARY

WORK SESSION:
a. Introduction — Ordinance amendments to Sections 64.90 and 65.60
b. Introduction — Ordinance amendments to Section 50.10
c. Continued Discussion: MU zoning district draft revisions

A meeting of the Oshtemo Charter Township Planning Commission was held Thursday,
January 12, 2023, commencing at approximately 6:00 p.m. at the Oshtemo Township
Hall, 7275 West Main Street.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Philip Doorlag
Zak Ford
Scot Jefferies
Micki Maxwell, Vice Chair
Alistair Smith
Anna Versalle
MEMBER ABSENT: Deb Everett

Also present were Iris Lubbert, Planning Director, James Porter, Township
Attorney, Anna Horner, Director of Public Works, Martha Coash, Recording Secretary,
and five guests.

Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance

Vice Chair Maxwell called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 p.m.,
invited those in attendance to join in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, and welcomed
new Planning Commissioners Doorlag, Ford, and Jefferies to the commission.

Approval of Agenda

Vice Chair Maxwell asked if there were any changes to the agenda. Hearing
none, she let the agenda stand as published.

Public Comment on Non-Agenda ltems

Hearing no comments, the Vice Chair Maxwell moved to the next agenda item.



Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting of December 15, 2022

Vice Chair Maxwell asked if there were additions, deletions, or corrections to the
Minutes of the Meeting of December 15, 2022.

Hearing none, she asked for a motion.
Ms. Versalle made a motion to approve the Minutes of the Meeting of December

15, 2022 as presented. Mr. Ford seconded the motion. The motion was approved
unanimously.

Vice Chair Maxwell moved to the next item on the agenda.

ELECTION OF 2023 OFFICERS: CHAIR, VICE CHAIR, ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS LIAISON AND RECORDING SECRETARY

Vice Chair Maxwell indicated 2023 appointments were needed for Chairperson,
Vice Chair, Liaison to the Zoning Board authority, and Recording Secretary. She
opened nominations for the position of Chair.

Ms. Maxwell nominated and made a motion to elect Ms. Versalle for the position
of Chair. Mr. Smith seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

Chairperson Versalle nominated and made a motion to elect Ms. Maxwell to the
position of Vice Chair. Mr. Smith seconded the motion. The motion was approved
unanimously.

Chairperson Versalle nominated and made a motion to elect Mr. Smith to the
position of Liaison to the Zoning Board Authority for 2023. Mr. Smith seconded the
motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

Chairperson Versalle made a motion to appoint Ms. Martha Coash to continue
in the position of Recording Secretary for 2023. Ms. Maxwell seconded the motion.
The motion was approved unanimously.

Chairperson Versalle moved to Work Session at 6:04 p.m. for consideration of
the next three agenda items.

WORK SESSION:

a. Ordinance amendments to Sections 64.90 and 65.60

Ms. Lubbert introduced proposed amendments to Sections 64.90 - Conformity to
Approved Site Plan and 65.60 - Duration of Approval to the Planning Commission for
review and feedback, and if deemed appropriate, asking the Commission to give staff
permission to set a date for public hearing.



Ms. Lubbert said per the Township Zoning Ordinance, Site Plans and Special
Uses are valid for a period of one year after the date of their approval; the applicant may
request an extension from the original approving body prior to the expiration of the one-
year validity period. Over the past year multiple projects have come before the Planning
Commission requesting an extension of their approval. After reviewing a number of
these requests, the Planning Commission felt that extension requests could be handled
administratively and requested that the Ordinance be amended accordingly. The
proposed changes to Sections 64.90 and 65.60 would allow extension requests, limited
to one additional year, to be handled administratively.

Commissioners reviewed the proposed changes to Sections 64.90 and 65.60,
had no objections and approved the proposed amendments for public hearing at the
Planning Commission meeting of February 10, 2023.

b. Ordinance amendments to Section 50.10

Ms. Lubbert introduced the proposed amendments to Section 50.10 — Schedule
of Regulations to the Planning Commission and asked them to review and provide
feedback on the proposed changes, and if deemed appropriate, give staff permission to
set a date for public hearing.

She said through various public inquiries, staff has become aware of a number of
regulations outlined in Section 50.10 of the Ordinance which require clarification. To
ensure consistency of how the ordinance is enforced, through discussions with staff and
research of past projects, the proposed changes remove subjectivity. Amendments
focus on clarifying how frontage is measured, whether lots or building sites need to be
situated on a public road or street, and when a deviation for an unbuildable parcel is
warranted.

Commissioners reviewed the proposed changes to Section 50.10, had no
objections and approved the proposed amendments for public hearing at the Planning
Commission meeting of February 10, 2023.

c. Continued Discussion: MU zoning district draft revisions

Ms. Lubbert noted a newly proposed MU zoning district was introduced to the
Planning Commission at their regular November 17" meeting. At that meeting
representatives of AVB and Hinman requested they be able to submit a redline version
of the draft with their proposed changes for the Planning Commission to consider. The
Planning Commission agreed to hold a special meeting to consider AVB’s and Hinman'’s
suggestions. Based on initial feedback received from the Planning Commission on
November 17" and the discussion from the special meeting on December 8, staff
made changes to the proposed MU draft and provided it to Commissioners for their
consideration.



AVB and Hinman representatives were invited to join the group as Ms. Lubbert
led the group through the suggested changes.

There was considerable discussion among Commissioners and suggestions from
AVB and Hinman representatives for changes to some items with particular focus on
providing additional clarity and flexibility for:

30.20 B: Development Ownership
30.20 C 4: Site Circulation

30.20 C 5: Traffic Impact Study
30.30 A: Conditions for Development

AVB/Hinman representatives suggested and it was agreed it might be useful to
bring a consultant into the process, especially for those items related to traffic issues.

It was also agreed the issue of Density Bonus will be addressed later and that a
clearer definition is needed for Buffering and Open Space.

Staff will look at PUD language to see if something there might be appropriate to
provide deviation flexibility.

Ms. Lubbert noted that due to the type of changes and research needed, an
updated MU Zoning District draft document, reflecting this meeting’s discussion, will
come back to the Planning Commission no earlier than their February 23 Planning
Committee meeting.

Chairperson Versalle moved to the next item on the agenda.

PUBLIC COMMENT

There were no public comments.

OTHER UPDATES AND BUSINESS

Ms. Lubbert indicated there would be an update on progress and a work session
regarding the Housing Study at the next Planning Commission meeting. The expected
date of completion for the study is July, 2023.

ADJOURNMENT

With there being no further business to consider, Chairperson Versalle
adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:10 p.m.

Minutes prepared:
January 13, 2023
Minutes approved:
January 26, 2023



