
 

 

OSHTEMO CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 
7275 West Main Street 
Kalamazoo, MI  49009 

269.375.4260 
 
 

March 13, 2018 
BOARD WORK SESSION  

6:00 p.m. 
AGENDA  

A. Call to Order 
B. Public Comment 
C. Update from Kalamazoo County 
D. Request to Enter into Closed Session to Discuss:  

a. Attorney Memorandum Regarding KL Landfill, and  
b. Property Acquisition 

E. Board/Committee Appointments  
F. Other Updates & Business  

        
 
                  REGULAR MEETING 

                                                                       7:15 p.m. 
                                                                   AGENDA 

1. Call to Order 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items 

4. Consent Agenda 

a. Approve Minutes – February 27, 2018, Regular Meeting 

b. Receipts & Disbursements Report 

c. Revenue/Expenditure Report 

d. Drake Farmstead Park Phase II Budget Amendment 

e. NFPA 1 Fire Code 2018 edition - Second Reading 

f. 2018 Meeting Dates 

g. Purchasing Policy Amendments 

h. RCKC Non-Motorized Facility “Umbrella” Agreements  

5. Consideration of KL Ave Future Path Retaining Wall – MDOT Bridge Project 

6. Master Plan Amendment – Public Hearing 
7. Consideration of Transfer of Class C/SDM Liquor License for EOA-O, LLC/Cekola/Jac’s Oshtemo 

8. Consideration of Consultant Work & Budget Amendment for Sidewalk Design & Estimating in Areas of 

Sanitary Sewer Phase I Projects  

9. Other Township Business 

10. Public Comment 

11. Board Member Comments 

12. Adjournment 



Policy for Public Comment 
Township Board Regular Meetings, Planning Commission & ZBA Meetings 

 
All public comment shall be received during one of the following portions of the Agenda of an open 
meeting: 
 
a.  Citizen Comment on Non-Agenda Items or Public Comment  – while this is not intended to be a forum 
for dialogue and/or debate, if a citizen inquiry can be answered succinctly and briefly, it will be 
addressed or it may be delegated to the appropriate Township Official to respond at a later date. 
 
b.  After an agenda item is presented by staff and/or an applicant, public comment will be invited. 
At the close of public comment there will be board discussion prior to call for a motion. 
 
Anyone wishing to make a comment will be asked to come to the podium to facilitate the audio/visual 
capabilities of the meeting room.  Speakers will be invited to provide their name; it is not required 
unless the speaker wishes to have their comment recorded in the minutes. 
 
All public comment offered during public hearings shall be directed, and relevant, to the item of 
business on which the public hearing is being conducted.  Comment during the Public Comment or 
Citizen Comment on Non-Agenda Items may be directed to any issue. 
 
All public comment shall be limited to four (4) minutes in duration unless special permission has been 
granted in advance by the Supervisor or Chairperson of the meeting. 
 
Public comment shall not be repetitive, slanderous, abusive, threatening, boisterous, or contrary to the 
orderly conduct of business.  The Supervisor or Chairperson of the meeting shall terminate any public 
comment which is in contravention of any of the principles and procedures set forth herein. 
 

(adopted 5/9/2000) 
  (revised 5/14/2013) 

 
Policy for Public Comment  

6:00 p.m. “Public Comment”/Portion of Township Board Meetings 
 
At the commencement of the meeting, the Supervisor shall poll the members of the public who are 
present to determine how many persons wish to make comments.  The Supervisor shall allocate 
maximum comment time among persons so identified based upon the total number of persons 
indicating their wish to make public comments, but no longer than ten (10) minutes per person.  Special 
permission to extend the maximum comment time may be granted in advance by the Supervisor based 
upon the topic of discussion. 
 
While this is not intended to be a forum for dialogue and/or debate, if a citizen inquiry can be answered 
succinctly and briefly, it will be addressed or it may be delegated to the appropriate Township Official to 
respond at a later date. 
 
Anyone wishing to make a comment will be asked to come to the podium to facilitate the audio/visual 
capabilities of the meeting room.  Speakers will be invited to provide their name; it is not required 
unless the speaker wishes to have their comment recorded in the minutes.     
 
Public comment shall not be repetitive, slanderous, abusive, threatening, boisterous, or contrary to the 
orderly conduct of business.  The Supervisor shall terminate any public comment which is in 
contravention of any of the principles and procedures set forth herein. 

(adopted 2/27/2001) 
(revised 5/14/2013) 
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UseI: DFARMER
DB: Oshtemo

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE REPORT FOR OSETEMO CHARTER TOI{NSHIP

PERIOD ENDING 03/31./201,8
t Fiscal Year Completedi 24.66

2 018
ORIGINAI 2OIA

BUDGET AI.,ENDED BUDGET NORMAI,

Page: 7 /77

ACCOUNT DESCRIPTlON

Ac
AVAlIABI-E

BA]-ANCE
( ABNORMAI )

T BDGT
USED

Fund 101

40100
40300
40400
40900
43000
44500
44't00
45200
45300
45400
4?500
4'1600
4'1'7 00
5'7 4 00
575 00
57 600
6050 0
60700
5150 0
61?00
63400
6430 0

6450 0
6650 0
6990 0

TOTAL REVENUES

- General Fund

Carryover
Current Real Property Tax
Street Lights Tax
Act 198 Tax Collection
Payments in Lieu of Taxes
Other Tax Related Revenue
Property Tax Admin Fee
Animaf Licenses
Manufactured Home Comlr Fees
Hawkers/Peddlers
Misceflaneous
ReintDrse Revenue
SRS-Right of way
SRS-Sales Tax Statutory
SRS-Sa1es Tax Constitutional
other Grants
Cable Fees
Election Reinibursenent
PlanDing Eees
Metaf Recycling Revenue
Grave Open.ings
Sales of Lots
Monument Installations
Interest Earned
SMBA Facility Iee

1,181,889.00
7'7 9, 47 0 .00
14'7 ,412 -00

2,500.00
2,000.00

0.00
330,6?1.00

200. 00
3,000.00

100.00
10, 000 - 00
13,000.00
16,000.00
t5,058.00

1,?58,164-00
929, 030 - 00
200,000,00
10,000.00
40,000.00
3,400.00

10,000.00
3,000.00

0.00
6, 000.00

20,000.00

965 .00
4?0 - 00
412 .00
500 .00
000.00

0.00
671 .00
200.00
000.00
100.00
000. 00
000. 00
000. 00
068. 00
164.00
030.00
000 .00
000 .00
000 - 00
400 .00
000 .00
000 .00

0 .00
000.00
000 .00

1,251, 965 - 00
179,4't0.00
741 , 4t2.00

2,500.00
2,000.00
tl,488.62)

330, 671 .00
200.00

3,000 - 00
100.00

5,748.00
13,000-00
16,000.00
75,068.00

1,?58,154.00
929, 030 - 00
154, 812 , 18
10,000.00
36, 575.00
3,400.00
4,086.28
2,400.00

1226 -80 )
6,000.00

0.00

0.00
0-00
0.00
0 .00
0 .00

100.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0. 00

42.52
0.00
0-00
0-00
0.00
0,00

22 -59
0 .00
8 ,56
0 .00

59.14
20 .04

100.00
0 .00

100.00

r,25a,
7'19,
14'7,

2t
2,

330,

3.

10,
13,
16,
-15 ,

t,'7 5A ,

200,
10,
40,
3,

10,
3,

5,
24,

5,540,904.00 5,610,980.00 5,529,886.04 1.45

Expenditures
96540 Transfer to Police Fond
96550 Transfer to other Funds
96560 Transfer to Parks Eund
'7O2OO Salaries
70300 Safary-Staff
71500 Payroll Taxes - FICA
'722OO Pension Plan
'7O2OO salaries
71500 Payroll Taxes - IICA
'l22OO Pension P1an
'7O20O Safaries
?1500 Payrofl Taxes - FICA
'722OO Pension Plan
?3000 Postage
1O2OO Salaries
71500 Payroll Taxes - FICA
72400 Supplies
73000 Postage
80800 Precinct Iitorkers
90300 l,egal Notices
72400 Supplies
80500 Computer Support
9?000 Capital Outlay
'lO2OO Salaries
70300 Board of Review Salaries
71500 Payroll Taxes - EICA
722OO Pension Plan
72800 Suppfies
73000 Postage
80700 ContractedAppeals
82000 Engineering Eees
82600 Leqal Fees
87000 Mileage
90300 Legal Notlces
95800 Education/Dues
9?000 capital Outlay-Equipnent
'l2A0O Supplies
75100 Vehic]elrlaintena.ce
75300 Grounds Maint Equipment
157OO Tools 6 Supplies
?6000 EacilitySupplies
?6600 Expendable Suppfies
80500 Contracted Sno* Removal
80600 Contractedl,awnMaintenance
80700 Weed Ordina[ce lLlowing
80800 Contracted Grave Openings
86800 Fuef, oi1 6 crease

38.400.00
5, 000. 00

220, 000 - 00
145,026-OO

0.00
11,0?6.00
11, 583 - 00

110, 1?9 - 00
4,429.OO
8, 814 . 00

91, 848 - 00
6, 902 - 00
7 ,218.O0
4, 500.00

28, 000 - 00
2,742-O0
8, 400.00
9,500.00

40, 000.00
3,000.00
3,000-00

60, 000.00
24,000.00

115,795 - 00
2,500 - 00
8,858.00
9t264-OO
4,000.00
6, 000.00

55, 000.00
15,000.00
2,20O -0O

800.00
1,200.00
5,500.00

14,000,00
1,s00.00
3, 000 _ 00
3,200 - 00
1,500.00
3,200. 00
3, 800.00
1,000.00

11,000.00
500.00

10,000.00
1,800.00

38,400.00
5, 000. 00

22O,0OO .0O
145,026-OO

0-00
11,076.00
11,583.00

110, 119 - 00
8,429.00
8, 814 . 00

91, 848 - 00
6,9O2.OO
'7 ,278.OO
4, 500 - 00

28,000-00
2,742-OO
8, 400.00
9,500.00

40, 000 - 00
3,000-00
3,000.00

60,000.00

38, 400. 00
5, 000.00

220,OO0.O0
117,541-45

(192 - 81)
9, 023 . 13

10,476.53
89,526-50
6,946.00
7,984,10

'74,742-60
5,611-16
6,509,76
4,25t -43

24 ,1'10 - 00
1,849.00
8,312.26
9, 518 - 83

40,925-00
3,000.00
2,ta6.oa

34 ,918 -'18
25,128 .00
93,908 -32
2,500.00
1 ,200.44
8,388-54
4, 000 - 00
3,019.45

50,876.60
72,066-25

2,2OO -OO
800.00

1,200.00
5,500.00

14,000.00
1,500.00
2,494 -46
2,912 -98
1,453.55
2,552 -O'l
3,466.36
1,000.00

11, 000 - 00
500 - 00

?, 450 - 00
7.'129 -56

0. 00
0.00
0.00

18-95
100 - 00

18 .53
9.55

78 -14
17-59

79 -24
18.?0

9.81
5-52

13- 68
13.68
0.33

(0-20)
t2 -311
0.00

27 -73
4t -'t0

9. 01
18-90
0.00

18.71
9-45
0-00

49.68
7.50

19.56
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0,00
0.00
3.38
8.97
3 .10

20.25
8.78
0.00
0.00
0.00

25.50

2A
115

2
8
9
4
6

55

2

,2'7 5
,-195
,500
,858
,264
,000
,000
,000
,000
,200

800

-00
.00
.00
-00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00

t,
5,

44,
7,
3,
3,
7,
3,
3,
7,

11,

10,
1,

200 .00
500 .00
000 .00
500 .00
000 .00
200 - 00
500 - 00
200. 00
800.00
000.00
000.00
500.00
000.00
800.00



03/08/201A 05:03 PM

User: DEARMER
DB: Oshtemo

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE REPORT FOR OSHTEMO CIIARTER TOWNSHIP

PERIOD ENDING O3 /3I /2018
t Fiscal Year Cornpleted: 24.66

20la
ORIGINAI 2018

BUDGET AUEIIDED BUDGET NOR},'AL

Page: 2/L1.

ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION

AVAII,ABI,E
BA],ANCE

( ABNOR}'A], )

T BDGT
USED

Fund 101 - General Fund
Expenditures
92040 !{ater
92140 Efectric
92300 Heat
93100 MaintenanceServices
9'74A0 Capitaf Outlay
82500 Accounting 6 Audit Eees
82 600 Legaf Fees
71600 Health & ]-ife Insurance
'725A0 Reti-ree Heafth Care
91100 Worker' s Compensation
912A0 Generallnsurance
'7 02a0 Salaries
70400 ln l,ieu of Insurance'71500 Payroll Taxes - FICA
'72200 Pension Plan
'72440 suppfies
73000 Postage
15100 VehicleMaintenance
80800 contractedservices
82000 Engineering Eees
85300 Telephone
86800 Euel, oil 6 Grease
87 000 Mlleage
8'12OO New Hire Expenses
90300 Legal Notices
93300 Equipment Maintenance
95 600 Household Itazard waste
95'700 Newsletter
95800 Education/Dues
95900 Trash collection
96100 BOR/![T Refunds
96300 Contingencyltens
9? 600 Capital outlay
91'1OO Capital Outlay / Equipment
1020A Sa.Laries
?1500 Payroll Taxes - FICA
12204 Pension Plan
12AOA supplies
80800 contracted Legal Counsel/Temp Para.Leg
83000 DepartmentafBiflings
87000 Mifeage
95500 ]-aw l,ibrary/Archives
958 00 Education/Dues
9?000 capital outlay
'7O2OO salaries
71500 PayrolL Taxes - FICA
12240 Pension Plan
'728AO supplies
73000 Postage
92600 Street Lighting
952OO Road Proj ect Costs
95300 Stonr Sewer Costs
S58OO EDUCATION/DUES
91600 Capital Outlay
10200 Safary
? O30O SAIARY-PC /ZBA
11500 Payrofl Taxes _ EICA
1220A Pension Plan
'l2AOO SuppLies
73000 Postage
80100 GIS Expense
80800 Consultants
82 000 Engineering Fees
82600 Legal Fees
87000 Mi].eage
90300 r-egaf Notices
95800 Education,/Dues

2,000.00
22, O00 .0o
?,000.00

23,000.00
160,500.00
58,000.00
10,000.00

191,500.00
54,000.00
16,000.00
36,400.00

106, 319. 00
6, 000. 00
4,2'7 7 - 0O
8,4?8.00

12,000.00
12, 000.00
1,500-00

6?,500.00
12,000.00
8,000.00
1,000.00
1,200-00
1,000-00

15, 000.00
5,000 - 00

15,000 - 00
16,000-00
20,000.00
45,750,00

0 .00
8,136.00

20,000.00
5,000.00

256, 118 .00
15,885.00
20,449.0O

1, 000 .00
1, 000 .00

{120,000.00)
250.00

12,000.00
1,000.00
8,000.00

40,074.00
3, 065. 00
3,206.00
6,000 - 00

0.00
145,000.00
584,000-00

0-00
1,000.00

2,2O2,0O0 .00
113,561.00
12,000.00
7,541.00
7,886.00
4,500.00
3,000. 00
6,000.00

31,840-00
5,000 . oo

35, 000 .00
300.00

25,000.00
4,000.00

2,000-00
22 t O00 .00
7,000.00

23,000.00
160,s00.00
58,000.00
10,000.00

191,500.00
54,000.00
15,000.00
36,400.00

106,319.00
6, 000.00
I ,271 .00
8,478.00

12,000.00
12,000.00
1,500.00

67, 500. 00
12,000.00
8,000.00
1,000.00
1.200.00
1,000.00

1s,000.00
6, 000.00

15, 000.00
16,000.00
20,000-00
46,750.00

0.00
8,136-00

20,000-00
5,000.00

256,778.O0
15,885-00
20,489-00

1,000.00
1,000.00

(120,000.00)
250 .00

12,000.00
1,000.00
8,000.00

40 ,0'7 4.0o
3,065.00
3,206.00
5,000.00

500.00
145, 000. 00
649,301-00

0-00
1,000.00

2,2O2,000.00
113,551.00
12,000.00
7,541.00
?,886.00
4,500.00
3,000.00
6,000 - 00

31,840-00
5,000-00

35,000.00
300.00

25,000.00
4,000.00

6 -'t3
18,68
18 .08
4.45
0.00
o -'12

73.42
20.94

0-00
I .59
0.98

25.42
18.?5
24.83
12.94

6-'73
20. 83
29 .0'1
2.81
4.27

11 .57
2-4'7

20.15
25.00
16.54
(5.51)
48-10
45.09
76.13
0-00

100 - 00
0.00

444.80
0.00

19-06
2t --18

9.53
2 .60
0,00
0 .00

10.90
13.95

0. 00
0. 00
0. 00
0-00
0-00
0.00
4.38

40.02
100.00

15 -'t2
0-58

19.58
0.00

20.7-1
9.14
2-22
0.00

14.31
0.24
0.00
0.00
0. 00
2-55
6.'15

TOTAI, EXPENDITURES 5,540,904-00 s,610,980-oo 4,A81,126.a3 72.49

s,540,904.00
5,540,904.00

5,610,980.00
5,610,980.00

5,s29,886.04
4,AA1,726.43

1.45
12.89

Eund 101 - General Eund:
TOTAL REVENUES
TOTAL EXPENDITURES

NET OF REVENUES & EXPENDITURES 0.00 0.00 642,159.2t 100.00

1,855.49
17,890.93

5, ?34 - 31
2a,915 - 64

160,500.00
5?,580.00
8, 558.00

151,390-99
54,000-00
74,524.95
36,042.O0-t9,295-42

4, 8-75.00
6,21'7 . L5
't ,347 -32

14,792 -OO
9,500.00
1, 063.90

55, 500 - 00
11, 014 - 65
7,O'74.2'l

975.33
954.23
750.00

12,503- 68
6, 3 96. 38
'7 , 784.33
8, 785 . 18

16, 654 . 81
46,750.00
(3, 160.78 )

8,135.00
168,960.04)

5, 000. o0
20'7 ,292.'t3

72,425.43
18,535.00

9?4. 01
1,000 - 00

(120,000.00)
222.'7 5

10,325.44
1,000-00
8,000-00

40,074.00
3,065.00
3,206.00
6, 000.00

478 .10
134,378.20
389,419.44
(12,035.73)

442.80
2,1A9,287 -'l'7

91,328. 91
12,000-00
5,914.98
7,7L7.90
4,400.00
3,000.00
5,141 .53

37,7 62 -49
5,000 - 00

35,000 - 00
300 - 00

24,363 .64
3,730.00
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03/08/20L8 05:03 PM

User: DFARMER
DB: Oshteno

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE RNPORT FOR OSHTEUO CHARTER TOTJNSHIP

PERIOD ENDING 03 / 31/ 2O1A
3 Fiscal Year cornpleted: 24.66

2 018
ORIGINAI 2018

BUDGET AI.IENDED BUDGET NOR!'AL

Page: 4/1L

ACCOUNT DESCR]PTION

AVAI]-ABLE
BALANCE

( ABNORI'{AL )

I BDGT
USED

Fund 107
Revenues
40100
46000
46200
46300
41200
47300
4'7 400
47500
4'7500
56500
67500

Parks

Carryover
Donations - Restricted
Grant Revenues
Drake Farmstead Capital Campaign
Rental Fee - Grange
Rental Eee - Oshtemo Communlty center
Rentaf Eee - T$p Park Pavilion
Rental Fee - Flesher Pavilion
Rental Eee - Efesher Gazebo
lnterest Earned
Tlansfer from Generaf Eund

193,678.00
0.00

213,500.00
150,000.00

4, 000 .00
9,000.00
6,000.00
2,500.00

200.00
7,000-00

220,000.00

193, 678 - 00
0.00

213,500.00
1s0,000-00

4, 000.00
9,000.00
6, 000 - 00
2,500 - 00

200. 00
7, 000.00

220,000.00

193,678
( 400

19?,150
150,000

3,100
6,25O
5,190
1,450

200
7,000

220,00o

00
00)
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

0 .00
100 ,00

'7 -66
0 .00

22.50
30 .56
13 .50
42 -OO

0 ,00
0.00
0 .00

Expenditures
'10210 salaries
71500 Payroll Taxes - FICA

72800 PrograrvMarketing Supplies
75100 vehicle Maintenance
75300 Grounds Maint Equipment
75700 Tools E SDpplies
76000 Facilitysupplies
?5600 Expendable Suppfj.es
80500 contracted Snow Removal
80800 Consultant
82500 Accounting 6 Audit Eees
A2600 Legal Fees
86800 Eue1, Oi1 & crease
92000 llater
92a0O Electric
92300 Heat
93100 li.laintenance Serv.ices
95800 Education/Dues
97400 Capital Outlay/Inprovements
9'77OO Capital outlay/Equipment
98100 capj.tal outlay/Drake House
984 00 Roli Projects/Maint

75,607.00
5, 8 60 .00
5,311.00
2,000.00
1, 000 .00
3,800.00

300 .00
3,900.00
3,800.00
1, 000 .00

't2,20o -0o
2,500.00
2,000.00
1,500.00

800.00
9,700.00
2,000.00

23,500.00
800.00

562, 300. 00
15,000.00
8,000.00
3,000.00

507.00
860-00
311- 00
000 - 00
000.00
800 - 00
300 .00
900 - 00
800 - 00
000.00
200.00
500 .00
000,00
500 .00
800.00
700.00
000 .00
500 .00
800.00
300.00
000. 00
000.00
000.00

65,674 - 4'1

5,084.55
4,904.55
2,000.00

a48 -27
2,841 -09

266.53
3,823.06
3,'7'16.40
1,000.00

1O,-192 -07
2,44O-OO
2, 000. 00
1,363.90

800. 00
8,111.05
1, 585.58

22,224.43
3- 60

551,851.86
15,000.00

6,149.7'7
3,000.00

TOTAL REVENUES 805,878.00

'7 5,

5,
2,
1,
3,

3,
3,
1,

'12,
2,
2,
1,

?83,518.00 2-16

2,
23,

5 62,
15,
a,
3,

805,8f8.00 805, 878.00 '7 8 6, 086 .41 2-46

Eund 10'7 - Parks:
TOTA1 REVENUES
TOTA]- EXPENDITUPGS

NET OF REVENUES I EXPENDITURES

805,878.00
805,8?8 - 00

?83,518.00
186,085.4?

2-16
2.46

0.00 (2,46a-4'7) 100,00

TOTAI, EXPEND]TURES

805,878.00

13.22
73 -23
7.65
0 .00

15.18
24 -02
11.16
1.9f
o-62
0 .00
1.95
4 .00
0. 00
9. 07
0. 00

16.38
20.'12

5. 43
99. 55

0. 08
0. 00

15. 64
0. 00

805, 878.00
805, 878 - 00

0.00



03/A8/2078 05:03 PM

User: DrARMER
DB: Oshtemo

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE REPORT EOR OSHTEMO CIIARTER TOWNS'IIP

PERIOD ENDING 03/31/2078
t Fiscal Year Completed: 24.66

2 018
ORIGINAL 2018

BUDGET AUENDED BUDGET NORUAL

Page: 5 /71

ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION

AVAI],AA1E
BAI,ANCE

( ABNORI.{AL )

* BDGT
USED

Fund 205
Revenues
4 0100
40200
40900
43000
47500
4'1'l OO

418 00
48000
56500
67300

TOTAL REVENUES

- Fire

Carryove!
Current Property Tax Levy
Act 198 Tax Coflection
Payments in Lieu of Taxes
Miscellaneous
False Alarm Fines
PEo Mileaqe Relnbursement
Eederal Grant
Interest Earned
Transfer from other Eunds

355, 623.00
t,467,941-O0

540.00
27,000.00

0. 00
500 - 00

1, 000. 00
0.00

2. 000.00
5, 000 - 00

359, 898 .00
7,467,941-0O

540.00
2?,000.00

0.00
500. 00

1,000-00
0.00

2,000.00
5,000.00

359, 898 .00
1,461,94'7 -00

540.00
2?,000.00

(102.90)
500.00

1,000.00
(19,873.80)

2,000.00
5, 000 - 00

1,853,610,00 1,857,885.00 1,837,908.30 1.08

Erpenditures
'7 o20o salaries
10400 In l-ieu Of Insurance
71500 Payroll Taxes - EICA
71600 Health & Life fnsurance
722OO Pension Plan
'l25OO CfothingAllowance
72600 Retiree Eealth Care
82500 AccouEting & Audit Eees
A2600 Legal Eees
8?000 Mileage
95500 Education Reimbursement
95900 continuing Education
96300 Ad&iD Co[tingency
70500 Fire Pay - On CaI1
70500 Relief Driver Pay
70700 Educatior 6 Training
70800 work DetaiL Pay
70900 Station Staffing/Part Time
71500 Payrolf Taxes - EICA
?1800 I'ire Dept Maintenance
12200 Pension Plan
72400 Supplies
72900 Petty cash
?5500 EfiS supplies
?5700 Tools & Supplies
?6000 Training Supplies
76100 Pub1ic Education
76600 Equipment
80900 Computer q)erations
85100 Radi6uai.terance
85300 Telephone
86700 vehicleOperations
86800 E\rel
8l100 Physical Exams
A'720O Neii H.ire Expenses
97200 Generallnsurance
92OOO Ilater
92100 Electric
92300 Heat
93100 Building lt aintenance
93300 EquiphentMaintenance
96100 BOR/ILITT Refunds-Operations Eund
96300 operations contingercy

634,426.O0
2,340.00

50,122 -00
100,570.00

50,122.00
19,764.00
39, 600 .00
5,000.00
3,000.00

500 .00
2, 000.00

35,185.00
5,000.00

70,238.00
102,201-0O
34,879.00
4,955.00

125, 603. 00
4,9'7 2 - AO

5,000.00
34,28? .0O

8, 000. 00
500.00

6,246 . A0
3, 000. 00
6, ?00.00
6 t 271.40

11 ,724 -00
5?,s30.00

4 ,'7 60 .00
13,040.00

105,420.00
30,000.00
28, 850. 00
2,500.00

138, 961. 00
1,500.00

25,000.00
15,000.00
24,10O .0O
22, OOO .OO

0. 00
5, 000. 00

026-00
340.00
'722.O0
570 .00
122 -OO
764 .00
600 .00
000.00
000.00
500.00
000.00
185 - 00
000.00
238.00
201.00
8?9. 00
955. 00
603. 00
912 -00
000. 00
281 .00
000.00
500 - 00
246 -O0
000.00
700.00
211 - 00
128 - 00
805.00
750.00
040 - 00
420.00
000.00
850 - 00
500.00
961.00
500 - 00
000 - 00
000. 00
100,00
000 - 00

0.00
000. 00

573,426.44
1,890.00

41,187 -69
75, 959,19
45,241 .45
18,32?.38
39, 600 .00

4, 650.00
3,000.00

460.50
2,000.00

30,733.51
5,000.00

s9,?86.93
8-1 ,'l 48 . 03
33,317.31

4,645 -'72
103,?04.75

4, O7 9.96
3, 038 . 11

29,325 .95
1,970.O4

500.00
4,494 -32
2,9'1-l -aA
6, 700.00
6,211.O0

1?,128-00
57, 930 . 19
4,575.50

72, O23 -05
92,619.8r
2'7 ,794.O3
28,653-00

t,'151 .00
128,81'7 .30

1,31'7 -9'7
a9 , 411 .46
12,44t.99
22,316.56
2a, 483 -19
(1,167.63)
5,000.00

19.02
19.23
1?-63
23.44
10.79

'l -21
0-00
7_00
0.00
'7 -90
0.00

12-65
0 .00

14 .88
14 -14

4 ,31
5.43

1? .43
1',7.94
39 -24
14 - 4'7
1-12
0.00

27 -64
o -'76
0. 00
0. 00
0. 00
6 .21
3. 88
7.80

12.09
9.34
0.58

29.'12
1 .26
8. 14

22.24
9.65
2 -35

100. 00
0. 00

63 4,
2,

50,
10 0,
50,
19,

5,

2.
35,

10,
t02,

4,
125,

34,
8,

6,
3,
6,
6,

a'7 ,
64,

13,
105,
30,
28,
2,

138,
L,

76,
24,
22,

1,853, 610.00 1, 857, 885.00 1,589,707.58 74 -43

1,853,610.00
1,853,510.00

1,837,908.30
1,589,70?,58

1 .08
14-43

Eund 205 - Fire:
TOTAI- REVENUES
TOTAT EXPENDITI'RES

NET OF REVENUES 6 EXPENDITURES 0.00 248,200 -'72 10o. oo

TOTAI, EXPENDlTURES

0.00
0.00
0-00
0-00

100.00
0.00
0.00

100 .00
0.00
0.00

1,85?,885.00
1,857,885-00

0.00



03/08/20L8 05: 03 PM

User: DFARMER
DB: Oshtemo

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE REPORT FOR OSHTEMO CHARTER TOWNSHIP

PERIOD ENDING 03 / 31/ 2O\8
* Fiscal Year Completed: 24.66

20ta
ORIGINAL 2018

BUDGET AI.IENDED BUDGET NOR}IAI,

Page: 6/77

ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION

AVAI LABLE
BA'-ANCE

( ABNORI.{AL )

S ADGT
USED

Fuld 207
Revenues
40200
45200
65000
65100
65400
65600
65700
65800
6650 0
6?500

Police

Currelrt Property Tax l-evy
I-iquor License Eees
ordinance Violations-8th District cou
6eneral ordinance violations
Ealse security Afarm Elnes
Parking violations
Rentaf Housing Inspection Appfication
Sidewalk Pernit/Inspection
Interest Earned
Transfer from General Eund

1,289,212.00
18,000,00
40,000.00
1,500.00

0 .00
5,000.00
3,000.00
1,500,00

500 .00
38,400.00

7,289,212 -O0
18, 000.00
40,000.00
1,500-00

0.00
5,000.00
3,000-00
1,500.00

500.00
38, 400.00

1,289t2'72.OO
1?,500.00
32.5'13 -2O
1,312.OO

(2,100.00)
3, 880. 00
2. 430.00
1,400.00

600. 00
38, 400 - 00

0
2

18
72

100
22
19

6
0
0

.00

.18
- 5'7

.53

.00

.40

.00

.6'7

.00

.00

TOTAL REVENUES

TOTA]. EXPENDlTURES

1,39'7,272.04

7,

25,

L,
33,
2,

7,391 ,212 -OO

1,

7,385t26't.20 0.86

Expenditures
7O2OO Salary/Contract Administrator
71500 Payroll Taxes - EICA
12200 Pension Pfan
72AOO supplies
80200 Protection contract - Kc
80300 KcsD satellite office
82500 Accounting tr Audit Fees
A2600 Legal Eees-8th District court
95100 BoR/MTT Refunds
91000 capital Outlay
71500 Payroll Taxes - FICA
122OO PeDsion Plan'72400 supplies
80900 ParkingEnforcementOfficers
87000 PEO Mileage
1O2OO salaries
71500 Payroll Taxes - FICA
122OO Pension Plan
12AO0 supplies
82600 Legal Eees

000 .00
'7'7.00
80 .00

000 .00
936.00
000 .00
600 .00
000 .00

0. 00
000 .00
400.00
500. 00
500.00
000.00
000.00
304.00
548.00
564.00
500 - 00
500.00

000 .00
11 -OO
80 .00

000.00
935.00
000 .00
500 .00
000 .00

0 .00
000.00
400.00
500 .00
500.00
000. 00
000.00
304.00
548.00
664.00
500.00
500.00

1, 000 - 00
'77.O0
80.00

1, 000 - 00
985,780.00

11, 000.00
883 - 75

40,000.00
(510.40)

25,000.00
395.94
4't t -90
s00 .00

4, 119 . 03
1,000.00

2'7 ,148 -48
2,042 - 43
2,4L9.38
1,500.00
?,500.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

76.6'7
0.00

44.'71
0.00

100 - 00
0-00
a -o2
5 .62
0.00
5 .62
0-00

18.36
14.2't
9-18
0-00
0.00

t,
t,laz,

11,
I,

40,

1,
1.782,

11,
1,

40,

2
1
1

1,
33,
2,
2,
7,
'1,

1,31t,609.00 1,31?,609.00 7,772,08'7.91 15.50

EEnd 20? - Pofice:
TO'TAI, REVENUES
TOTAL EXPENDITURES

NET OF REVENUES E EXPENDITURES

7,39't,212-0O
1,311,609-00

7,391,2'72.O0
1,317,609-00

1,385,261.20
1,112,08t.91

0.86
15. 60

79,653.00 79,663.00 2'13,719.29 242.92



03/08/20L8 05:03 PM

UseI: DEARMER
DB: Oshtemo

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE REPORT FOR OSHTEMO CHARTER TOWNSHIP

PERIOD ENDING 03/3'J, /2078
* Fiscal Year Completed: 24-66

2018
ORIGINAI 201.8

BUDGET AMENDED BUDGET NORI.IA],

Page: I /71

ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION

AVAI]-ABIE
BA1ANCE

( ABNORI..IA]- )

Eund 211
Revenues
4 0100
40200
43000
4'1500
6650 0
61300

- Elre Equipment

Current Property Tax Levy
Palments in Lieu of Taxes
Miscellaneous
Interest Earned
Sales-Eixed Assets

154, 613.00
365, 4 8? .00

8,000.00
0. 00

1,500. 00
200,000.00

154,613.00
365, 4 87 .00

8,000.00
0. 00

1, 500.00
2 00, 000 . 00

154,613.00
365.487 .00

8,000.00
12a,645 -02)

1,500.00
2 00, 000 . 00

100
0
0

0. 00
0. 00
0- 00

.00

.00

.00

Expenditures
'7 6600 Personal Protective Equipmedt
82500 Accounting & Audit Eees
96100 BOR/MaT Refunds
97600 vehicfe
98000 Equipment E Eacilities
98800 contingency

42,225.OO
1,000.00

0.00
575,000.00
106, 375 .00

5,000.00

575,00
105,3?

5,00

0.00
0 .00
0.00
5. 00
0. 00

28,666.44
900.00

(291.91)
5?5,000.00
106,3?5.00

5.000.00

32 ,77
10. 00

100.00
0 .00
0.00
0 .00

TOTAL REVENUES

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

'129,600 .o0 't29,600.00

42,225 -00
1,00

700,954.98 3.93

'729,604 .04 129,640 .40 '175,649 .93 r.91

Eund 211 - Eire Equipment:
TOTAL REVENUES
TOTAL EXPENDITURES

NET OF REVENUES 6 EXPENDITURES

'729,54O.0O
'729,600 -aO

'129,600 -OO
129,600 .O0

700, 954,98
'715, 649 -93

3. 93
1.91

0. 00 0 .00 ( 14, 694.95 ) 100.00

3 BDGT
USED



03/0A/2OtS 05:03 PM

User: DFAFMER
DB: Oshtemo

REIENUE AND EXPENDITURE REPORT FOR OSHTEMO CHARTER TOI{NSHIP

PERIOD ENDING 03 /31/2078
g Fj.scal Year Completed: 24.66

Page I /11

ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION

207A
ORIG]NA],

BUDGET

AVAI LABLE
2018 BAI,ANCE

AIUENDEDBUDGET NORI.,AL {ABNORMAL)
T BDGT

USED

Fund 249 - Building

40100 carryover
664 00 Interest on Investrents

69,816.00
100.00

69,816.00
700 ,00

69,816.00
700.00

00
00

0
0

TOTAL REVENUES

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

70,516.00

304
548
664

70,516.00

33,304,00

?0,515.00 0 00

Expenditures
'10200 salaries/clerical
71500 Payrolf Taxes - EICA
'722OO Pension Plan
42400 Contracted Bldg PIan Review
82500 Accounting 6 Audit Fees
82600 I-egal Fees
95800 Education/Dues
97 500 Capital Outlay

33,
2,
2,
1,

'7t

1,
20,

8
2

5
5
0

,548,00
, 564 .00
,800-00
,200.00
, 500 .00
, 500.00
,000-00

00
00
00
00

2
2
1
1
7
1

20

21 ,784 -62
2, OA2 -43
2, 419.31

0. 00
1,100.00
7,500.00
1,500.00

20, 000.00

18.35
la -2'7

9. 18
00 100 .00

8.33
0.00
0 .00
0 .00

00 .00
00 .00
00 .00
00 .00

70,516.00 10,516.00 67,'790-42 72 -31

Eund 249 - Buj,lding:
TOTAL REVENUES
TOTAL EXPENDITURES

NET OE REVENUES E EXPEND]TURES

10,516.00
'70,516.00

70,516.00
70,516.00

70,516.00
67 ,'7 90 .42

0.00
72 -31

0.00 0 .00 a,'125.44 100.00



O3/OA/2A18 05:03 P!4

UseI: DFARMER
DB: Oshtemo

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE REPORT FOR OSHTEMO CIIARTER TOWNSHIP

PERIOD ENDING 03/31/20!8
t Fiscal Year completed: 24,66

20ra
ORIGINAL 2018

BUDGET AMENDED BUDGET NORUAL

Paqe: 9 / 1.1.

ACCOUNT DESCRIPT]ON

AVAl LABLE
BAI,ANCE

(ABNORMAL)
I BDGT

USED

Eund 490

6s000
66400
58000
68200
68300
68500
69600

- Seuer

Mortgage/Contract/SAD,/EF
Interest on lDvestments
Benefit Fees
Debt Proceeds
Debt Service Connection Charges
Surcharge
Mi,scellaneous Revenue

660,000.00
2, Aao.ao

182,000.00
425,000.00
42,146 -AO
30,000,00

360,000.00

64'1 ,2O2 -50
2,000.00

1s1, 303 . 52
425,000.00
42,146.00
23, 551 . 95

360,000.00

1.94
0.00

76.82
0. 00
0. 00

21.76
0.00

TOTAI- REVENUES

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

t,'101,146 -OO 1,101,'7 46 -00 1,651,983.97 2.92

E penditures
'10200 salaries/Clericaf
71500 Payroll Taxes - FICA
12200 Pension Plan
80800 Audit Eees
81000 ,,egal Eees
82000 Engineering Eees
95800 ProfessionalFees
96400 ConstructionCosts
99500 Debt Service

s5,5?5.00
4,252 -OO
4, 446 -04
1,500.00

10,000.00
853, 000.00
25.000.00

171,000.00
255, 000. 00

55,575. 00
4,252.0O
4,446 -0O
1,500-00

10, 000 - 00
853, 000.00
25,000.00

171,000-00
2 55, 000 . 00

44,342.L1
3,432.2'l
3,996 -66
1,400.00

10, 000 , 00
a23,O32 -66
24,000.00

(46,015.14)
255,000.00

20.27
19.28
10.11

6-6'7
0. 00
3.51
4.00

726.97
0.00

1,379,?13.00 7,3't9,'l'13-OA 1,119,188.56 18.89

Fund 490 - Sewer:
TOTAI- REVENUES
TOTAI- EXPENDITURES

NET OE REVENUES & EXPENDITURES

1,701,746.00
1,3'79,1't3.O0

2 -92
18.89

127,913 -00 321,973.00 532,195.41 65.48

660, 000. 00
2,000.00

182, 000. 00
425, 000. 00

42,'7 46 -O0
30,000.00

360,000.00

1,101,146.00 1,651,983.91
1,3'19,1t3.AA 1,119,188.55



A3/A8/2A18 05i03 PM

UseT: DEARMER

DB: oshtemo

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE REPORT EOR OSIITEMO CITARTER TOIiNSEIP
PERIOD ENDING 03/31,/20),8

3 Fiscal Year Completed: 24-66
2018

ORIGINAL 2O7A
BUDGET AUENDED BUDGET NORUAI,

Page i 1.0/Lt

ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION

AVAILABLE
BAI,ANCE

( ABNORI4AI- )

g BDGT

USED

Fund 491 - Water

40100 Carryover
55000 Mortgage/contract/sAD/EF
66400 Interest on Investments
68000 Benefit Eees
58100 curb Box Eees
58500 surcharge

11 , 424 .O0
40,000-00
2, 000 - 00

45,000.00
30,000-00
70,000-00

't1 ,428.04
40,000.00
2,000.00

45,000.00
30,000.00
70,000.00

11,42A -OO
40,000.00
2,000.00

41,300 - 00
30,000.00
44,791 .59

0. 00
0. 00
0. 00
a -22
0. 00

36.86

TOTAI- REVENUES 264 t 424 .40 264, 428 -04 234,925 -59 11.16

Expenditures
'7o20O salaries/clerical
11500 Payroll Taxes - FICA
'722OO Pensior Plan
80800 Audit Fees
82000 Engineering Fees
82 600 Legal Eees
95800 ProfessionalEees
96400 constructiolCosts
96600 curb Box fnstallations

15,502.00
1,186.00
1,24O -OO
1,500.00
5,000.00

10,000.00
25, 000.00

175, 000. oo
30,000.00

15,502.00
1,185.00
1,24O -OO
1,500,00
5,000.00

10,000.00
25,000.00

1t5,000.00
30,000.00

12, 546 -'t t
959 - 91

1,121.80
1,400.00
4,515-35

10,000-00
24,000-00

1'7 2,828 .20
30, 000.00

19.06
19.06

9.53
6.6',7
9 .61
0. 00
4.00
1.24
0. 00

264t 424 -40 264,42a -OA 257 ,3'12 .91 2 .6'l

lund 491 - tater:
TOTAI, REVENUES
TOTAI EXPENDITURES

NET OF REVENUES 6 EXPENDITURES

264,424.40
264,424 -40

264, 428 .00
264, 428 .04

234,925 -59
25'1,3'12-9'7

11 .16
2 -6't

0. 00 0.00 l22t 44'l -38) 100.00

TOTAI- EXPENDITURES



03 /08 /2A78 05:03 PM

User: DEARMER

DB: Oshtemo

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE REPORT EOR OSHTEMO CHARTER TOWNSHIP

PERIOD ENDING 03 /3I / 2O\8
* Fiscal Year Completed: 24-66

2 018
ORIGINA], 2018

BUDGET AUENDED BUDGET I{ORI.IAL

Paqe: 11/11

ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION

AVAI LABLE
BALANCE

( ABNORI.IAI )

* BDGT
USED

Eund 900 - DDA Fund
Revenues
4 0100 carryover
40300 Corrent Real Property Tax
66500 Interest Earned

48,000.00
132, 000.00

400.00

48,000.00
132,000.00

400. 00

48,000.00
132,000.00

400.00

0-00
0.00
0.00

TOTAL REVENUES

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

180,400.00 180,400.00

2,

180,400-00 0.00

Expenditures
?0300 Salaiies-Staff
72800 Supplies
?3000 Postage
80100 conununity Events
80800 consultants
82500 Accounting & Audit Eees
82600 l,egal Eees
90300 l,egal Notices
93300 Repaj.rs and Maintenance
97500 capital Outlay/Obligated Projects

2,000.00
500.00
500 - 00
?50 - 00

r2,000.00
2t0o0.o0
2,000-00

500 - 00
6, 000 .00

94,150,00

000.00
500 - 00
500.00
?50.00
000 - 00
000 - 00
000 .00
500 .00
000 .00
150 .00

2,000.00
500 .00
500 .00
750 .00

69,892.40
1,900.00
2,000.00

500.00
5, 620.00

89, 190.75

0.00
0.00
0. 00
0.00
2 .93
5-00
0. 00
0. 00
6-33

12,
2,
2,

6,
94,

180,400.00 180,400.00 1?2,853.55 4,18

Fund 900 - DDA Fund:
TOTAI REVENUES
TOTAI, EXPENDITURES

NET OE REVENUES 6 EXPENDITURES

180,400.00
180,400.00

180,400.00
180, 400.00

180,400.00
1?2,853.55

0 .00
4.18

0.00 0.00 1,546-45 100.00

TOTAL REVENUES - ALI, FI'NDS
TOTA]- EXPENDITURES - ALI EUNDS

NET OE REVENUES 6 EXPENDITURES

12,544,354 -00
a2,a42,'774.0O

12,618,705.00
12,27'1 ,469 -O0

12,3?5,460.08
70,'7O2, 464 -22

1.93
12.40

401,636.00 401,636.00 1,6'12,995.A6 316.55



7275 W. Main Street  
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 

(269) 216-5220 
Fax (269) 375-7180 
www.oshtemo.org 

  

                                                            

Memorandum 
 
Date:  March 9, 2018    
  
To:  Township Board    

  
From:  Karen High, Parks Director  
 
Subject: Update on Drake Farmstead Park Phase II Contract for Professional Design Services 

and Request for Budget Amendment   
 
OBJECTIVE 
To inform the Board of a recommendation from the Parks Committee to enter into a contract with OCBA for 
professional design services for Drake Farmstead Park Phase II. Contract amount for MNRTF grant scope is 
$14,750 plus $6,000 allowance for topographic surveying and $4,000 allowance for geotechnical evaluation 
and materials testing during construction for a total of $24,750. Additional items, outside the MNRTF grant 
scope, include $2,850 for trail design and $1,600 to update the Drake Farmstead Park Master Plan. Total 
contract amount is $29,200. No new funds are requested. However, a budget amendment is needed to shift 
funds within the Parks budget. (See attached Budget Amendment form for details.) 
 
INFORMATION 
In December 2017, the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) Board of Trustees recommended 
that Oshtemo Township receive a $136,500 development grant for Phase II improvements to Drake 
Farmstead Park. The Township Board authorized match funds of $58,500 on March 14, 2017. Total project 
funding is $195,000.  
 
Grant funds will become available after approval by the Legislature and appropriation to the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR).  This is a formality and is expected to occur in the near future.  In 
the meantime, the DNR recommends that Oshtemo make arrangements with a design professional in order 
to proceed as soon as funds are appropriated. 
 
The Parks Committee carefully considered the best approach for implementing this next phase of 
improvements at Drake Farmstead Park.  At their February 22, 2018 meeting, they recommended that the 
Township Board approve a contract with OCBA for $29,200.  OCBA’s scope of work includes developing final 
design and construction documents, assisting with bidding, and providing construction administration 
services during construction for trails, picnic shelter and outdoor classroom, parking, and site furnishings.   
 
Three items in OCBA’s contract are outside of the MNRTF grant scope but would best be completed 
concurrently with the project. These items include designing trails for the reconstructed prairie area ($1,250) 
and for an extended trail system to and around the pond on the adjacent property to the west of the 
Farmstead ($1,600) and updating the Drake Farmstead Park Master Plan graphic to reflect recent changes 
($1,600). 
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Working with the Township Parks Committee, OCBA prepared the Master Plan for Drake Farmstead Park in 
2015 and thus are very familiar with the opportunities and constraints presented by the site. They provided 
design services for driveway improvements, a barrier-free ramp, and site work surrounding the multi-
purpose building at the Drake Farmstead in 2017. In addition, OCBA provided professional design services for 
Oshtemo’s MNRTF development projects at both Township Park and Flesher Field and are familiar with the 
grant requirements and coordination required by the Michigan DNR.   For these reasons, as well as a 
reasonable percentage project fee of 8%, the Parks Committee recommends that the Township Board 
proceed with entering into an agreement with OCBA for landscape architectural design and contract 
document services.   
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BUDGET AMENDMENT REQUEST 
(Requesting funds for a line item in addition to the approved budget) 

Date: _____________ 

Department Head Name: ______________________________ 

Fund Name: __________________  

Funds Request  ____________________________ ____________________________ 
(description and GL number) ____________________________ ____________________________ 

____________________________ ____________________________ 

Funds requested from: ____________________________ ____________________________ 
(description and GL number) ____________________________ ____________________________ 

____________________________ ____________________________ 
____________________________ ____________________________ 
____________________________ ____________________________ 

Explanation of request: 

Supervisor Review:  __________________ 
(pending or date reviewed) 

Board Authorization:   __________________ 
(pending or date authorized) 

03/09/2018

Consultant - Drake Farmstead Phase II 107-756-80800.DRFMP2

Capital Outlay/Improvements - Drake Farmstead Phase II 107-756-97400.DRFMP2

Pending

Pending

Karen High

In preparing the 2018 budget, $20,000 was planned for consulting services for the MNRTF project at Drake Farmstead Park. Actual cost is $14,750 plus a $10,000 allowance
for topographic survey and geotechnical evaluation, resulting in a deficit of $4,750. The survey and geotechnical cost was anticipated but was included in the construction
budget rather than the consultant budget. In the same consultant line item of the 2018 budget, $5,000 was planned for trail design and land management. Actual cost for trail
design ($2,850) and Forest Management Plan ($3,000) is $5,850, resulting in a deficit of $850. The Master Plan Update is a new expense and no funds were budgeted,
resulting in a deficit of $1,600. This budget amendment proposes moving $7,200 ($4,750+$850+$1,600=$7,200) from the capital outlay/improvements line item for Drake
Farmstead Park to this consultant line item to cover these consulting costs. This can be compensated by reducing the construction contingency to approximately 9%.

107 Parks

$ 7,200.00

$ 7,200.00

$ 7,200.00

$ 7,200.00

Clear Form
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!fubiect Adoption of New National Fire Protec{ion Association ("NFPA 1') Fire Code

OBJECNW

To accept for first reading the proposed NFPA 1 Fire Code, 2018 Edition, Ordinance

INFORMATION PROWDED

Attached you will find a proposed Ordinance adopting the NFPA 1 Fire Code, 2018 Edition,
with certain changes specific to Oshtemo Charter Toamship.

STATEMENT OF WHAT YOU ARE ASKNG BOARD TO APPROW

To accept for consideration and first reading the attached NFPA 1 Fire Code, 2018 Edition,
and set for second reading on March 13, 2018.

BACKGROUND

As with all national codes, they are updated on a periodic basis, and your Township Fire
Deparfnent is requesting the Board to adopt the newest fire prevention code known as the
National Fire Protection Association ('NFPA 'l') Fire Code, 2018 Edition, along with annexes
and index as set forth in the proposed Ordinance.



CIIARTER TOWNSHIP OF OSHTEMO ORDINANCE NO

ADOPTION OF NFPA I FIRE CODE

Adopted:

Effective:

2018

2018

An Ordinanc€ to adopt by refercnce the NATIONAI FIRE PROTECTION
ASSOCIATION C'LIFPA l') FIRE CODE, 201E EDITION, and ANND(ES and INDEX; to
prescribe regulatioos for the safeguarding to a reasonable degree of tife and property ftom the
hazards offire aad explosion; to aDeqd certaitr provisioos ofthe said NFPA I FIRE CODE 2018
relatitrg to regulations for the safeguarding of life and property; application; conflicts b€tween
differcnt codes; open fires; gas fired grills, existing apartue s buildings and means of egress
inspections; and to repeal existing Ordinances or parts of fuinances iu conllict hetewitb-

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF OSHTEMO

KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN,

ORDAINS:

SECTION I. TITLE.

This Ordiruncc shall be known aud cited as the "Oshtemo Charter Township Firc Code
Ordinance."

SECTION II PURPOSE.

This Ordinance is adopted pusuaDt to the authority vested in townships by Section I of
1945 PA 246, as amended (MCL 4l.l8l), Section l3 of 1947 PA 359, as amended (MCL 42.13)
ard Section 5 of l95l PA 33, as amended (MCL 41.805), the purpose of which is ro adopt a
Uniform Fte Code with annexes, index, and amendments thereto; to prescribe regulations for the
safeguarding to a reasonable degree of life and property from the hazards of fire and explosion
arising from the storage, handling and use of hazardous substances, materials and devices, and
&om conditions hazadous to life or prcperty in the use or occr4nncy oibuildings or Femises.

SECTION III. ADOPTION F 'NFPA 1 FIRE CODE. 20 18 EDITION"

A csrtain document o. booklet, which is marked and entifled as .NFPA I FIRE CODE,
2018 EDITION'and the armexes and index thercto, said Code being published by the National
Firc Protectiotr AssociatioD, except Annexes B, C and D w ich shall be exctuded from adoptioD,
official copies of which are on file in the office of the Township Clerk and which mal, be
eymined by the general public dudtrg iegular busircss hours or by appointment, is hereby
adopted by reference as if fuUy set foth herein. Each and all of the regulations, provisions,
penalties, conditions and tsrms thereof, except as excluded hetein or as they may hereafter be
modifie4 shall be dcemed adopted and made a part hercofby this rcference as iffirlly set forth in
this ffiina,lce.



SECTIONTV. CONFLICTS.

Section 1.3.1 of the said NFPA I FIRE CODE, 2018 EDIfiON, regarding "Conflicts" is
hereby amended to add Section 1.3.3.1 as follorrs:

r.3.3.1. Wherc a coDflict between this document and the Michigur
CoDstruction Code ocrurs, rhe specific rcquirements of rhe
Michigan Consfirction Code shall apply, except as otherwise
provided herein.

SECTIONV. BOARD OF APPEALS.

Sectiotr 1.10.1.1.2 ofthe said NFPA I FIRE CODE, 2018 EDITION, is hereby amended
to read as follows:

1.10.1.1.2. A Board of Appeals shall be established coDsisting offive to seven
meubers aDd altsmate membels who shall be appointed by the
Cbarter Township of Oshtemo Board of Trustees by reasou of
education, experience, and howledgc and are deemed to be
coEpet€nt to sit in judpent otr matters conceming this Code atrd
its eDforcement.

Sections 10.10.4 though 10.10.E of the said NFPA I FIRE CODE,2018 EDITION, is
hereby amended by the deletion of zubsections 10.10.4 thrcugh 10.10.8 thereunder and by the
additiou of the following language:

10.10.4 Open fires, incinerators and cooking equipment shall be regulared
by a separate Towaship @inance.

SECTION VII. MOMTORING FOR INTEGRITY

Section 13.7.1.4.2 of said NFPA I Firc Code, 2018 Edition, is hereby amended to
read as follows:

13.7.1.4.2 Fire atarm systems rcquired by the Michigan or Intanational Building
Code shall be monitored by a listed central station as defined by NFpA 72.
A Certificate or Placard shatl be issued by a rccognized listing
org2niz.riou that has listed the prime contractor for atl newly iostalled fue
alam systems in commercial occupaacies in accordaDce with NFPA 72.
This regulation shall apply to all firc alarm systeEs tbat are newly
installed in commercial occupancies for *trich permits are required by the
Township of Oshtemo on or after May l, 2018. Any existing firc alarm
system in a commercial occupancy wierein the fire alarm control panel
and./or alarm system coElronents are to be replaced shall be cousidered
oewly irtalled for the pu4nses of this section. AIso, where there is
reasonable cause due to non-compliance or faulty conditioos, the fire code
official may require an existing fire alarm systsm meet the same

as a Dewly installed system. Centr"al station service in firll
complianc€ with NFPA 72 shall be Eaintaitred at the protected property,
so lotrg as the rcquirEmeot for the firc system exists.

SECTION VI . EXSTING APAR BUILDINGS.

Sectio,a 13.7.2.17-l of the said NFPA I Fire Code,2018 Edition, is herEby amended to
read as follows:

SECTIONVI. OPEN FIRES.



13.7.2.17.1 Aparfiient buildings with more than two stories or wirh more than I I
dwellings units, oitrer than those meeting 13.7 -2-17.2, shell be provided
with a fir€ alam system in accordance with 13.7 and NFPA 101, except as

modified by 30.3.4.1 through 30.3.4.6.5 ofNFPA 101.

Any time an alarm signal sounds within a building, all occupants of the building shall
immedialely begin to evacuate the stucture in aa orde y fashion or rclocate to the
predetermined location as approved by the Authority Haviry Jurisdiction for the subject building
until a recall or dismissal signal is given by the Oshtemo Cbarter Township Firc Departurenl
Failure to evacuate shall cotrstitute a municipal civit infiaction subjecr to the peDalties as set
forth in Section XI.

SECTION X. FIRE CODE ENFORCEMENT.

Consistent with Chaptq I ofthe Udform Firc Code, NFPA 1, Oshtemo Charter
Township is the Authority Having Jurisdiction to etrforce ttre present Fire Code. OshleEo
Charter Township hercby designales as its exclusive enforcing official the Township Fire Chief
and,/or his duly autiorized repeseutalive with the authority to issue municipal civil ir:fractiom or
municipal ordirunce violation notices ulnn any pafy determined to be in violation of the
Oshtemo Charter Township Fire Code Ordinance.

h accordance with the adopted NFPA1 Firc Code, 2018 Edition, it shall b€ unlawfirl to
obscure from view, damage, defar€, obstruct or rcstrict the access to atry fue hydrant or any Fire
Department connectioD for the prcssurization of fire suppression systeos, including frc hydrads
and Ffue Departmenr mnnections that are located oo public or private stseets and access laoes, or
on private property. In ordet to avoid the obxuring or obstruction of fire hydrants, there shall be
a 3-foot (914 mm) clear space maintained around the circutDferenc€ ofall firc hydmna. lf any
fire hy&ant is obscued ftorn view or its use obstruct€d by an abutting property owDer, the Firc
Department shalt give noticc of the obsuuctioo to the ahsting property owtrer, requesting
him,/her to remove tie obstruction in accordance with rhese provisiotrs. The property owDer shall
be given ten (10) days i! which to comply. Upon failure to comply, the Fire Chief, or his
desigMred rcFesentative may cause the removal of such obstsuctions.

SECTION XII. VIOLATIONS.

Any pe$on, firm, association, parhership, corporation, ot govemmental entity thal
violates any of the provisions of this Ordimnce or the Unifom Fire Code adopted hereunder
shall be desmed to b€ responsible for a municipal civil infactioo as defined by Michigan Statute
*hich shall be Fmishable by civil fine determined in accordance with the following schedule:

Fine ElqQ

I st Offense within 3-year period*
2nd Offeme withia 3-year period*
3rd Offeose within 3-year period*
4th or More Offense within 3-yea! period*

$
$
$
$

00
00
00
00

500
500
500
500

Detemined on the basis ofthe date of commission ofthe offense(s).

SECTION D<. FIRE AIARM EVACUATION.

SECTION XI. MAINTAININC ACCESS TO FIRE HYDRANTS.

$ 75.00
$ 150.00
$ 325.00
$ 500.00



Additiooally, the violator shall pay costs *tich may include all expenses, direct and
indirect, to which the Charter Township of Oshtemo bas incurred ia connection with the
mmicipal civil inft'action. In no case, however, shall costs of less rhan $9.00 nor more than
$50{.00 be ordered. tr additioo, the Charter Township of Oshtemo shall have the right to
proceed in any court of competent jurisdiction for the pu4nse of obtaining an injunction,
restraining order, or other apprcpriate remedy to compel compliance wirh this Ordinance. Each
day that a violation of this Ordinance exists sball coDstitute a separate violation of this
Ordinance-

SECTION XIII. EFFECTIVE DATE. SEVERABILITY AND REPEAI OF
CONFLICTING ORDINANCES.

The within Ordinanc.e shall take effect immediatety upon its publication following
adoption by the Township Board. The prcyisioos of this Ordinance are hereby declarcd to be
severable. If any clause, s€ntenc€, paragraplL section or subsection is declared void or
inoperable for aay reason, it shall trot affect any olhe! palt or portion thereof. All Ordinances or
parts of Ordinarces in coDflict herewith ar€ hereby repealed.

DUSTY FARMER" CLERK
CTIARTER TOWNSHIP OF OSHTEMO



Oshtemo Township Board Meeting Dates - 2018
2nd Tuesday of the Month - 6:00 p.m. Board Work Session

4th Tuesday of the Month - 6:00 p.m. - Public Comment Session
All Reqular Meetinos-7.1 5 o.m

January 9
January 23 - Board Meeting - lT Work Grou -6pm

February 13
February 20 - Board Meeting - Joint Boards - 6 pm

February 27

March 13
March 27 - Board Meeting - lT Work Grou -6pm

March 27 - 7:15 pm

April 10

May 15
May 22 - Board Meeting - Joint Boards - 6 pm

June 12
June 26

July 10
July 24 - Board Meeting - lT Work Group - 6 pm

July 24 -7:'15 pm

August 14
August 27 - Budqet Work Session- 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
August 28 - Budqet Work Session- 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Regular Meeting- 7:15 p.m.

September 11

September 18 - Board Meeting - Joint Boards - 6 pm
September 25- Budqet Work Session- 4:00 - 8:00 p.m.

October 9
October 23

November 13
November 27 - Board Meeting - lT Work Grou

November 27 -7:15

December 1 1

T/Supervisor/to*.nship board,2ol8 township board mffting dates.dm

- 6pm

+,f ,
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Amendment Date: \e+ember l{.?S17

General Purpose:

The purpose of this purchasing policy is to ensure the efficient procurement of appropriate goods

and services for use in the normal and routine operation ofthe Charter Township of Oshtemo. This
policy ensures the accountability, transparency, and ethical behavior of Township purchasing
representatives yet supports an efficient process.

Summary Statement of Policy:

The policy is designed to serve as a guide for all purchases by Township employees and elected
officials on behalf of Oshtemo Township.

ActuaI Policv as Written:

All purchases are ultimately the responsibility of the Township Supervisor and the Board of
Trustees. Department Heads, *eystafL and assigned employees shall be responsible for purchasing
goods and services for their departments/are4 such as for certain standard supplies and services.
All purchases must be budgeted for, and properly documented, in accordance with this policy. This
policy does not afford anyone the ability to make purchases in excess of what has been budgeted
for their specific department budget. nepartment l-leads

B

-r-^.,--L;- E^^:---- Purchasers shall not consider appropriations contained in the budget as a
mandate to expend finds, nor does the budget constitute authorization to commit the Township to
purchases, as such authorization originates from the provisions in this policy. This purchasing
policy is based on dollar thresholds. The practice of separating the work of vendors into separate
invoices to circumr ent is-a-+-iela+isn o*- the policy is prohibirc.d.

Purchases should be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder. Consideration shall be given to:
quality of goods/services; conformity with specifications; suitability to the requirements of the
township; delivery of goods; and past performance of vendor. The Township shall attempt to
purchase the highest quality goods and services in the best interest ofthe Township. In this process,
the Township shall serve as an equal opportunity purchaser, favoring local vendors only when all
other factors are equal.

Department Heads and K -e.-S+a#shall conduct peri@ nlrrrrhl)
review of funds assigned to them. They shall provide a summary to the Supervisor as to the
financial position and any variances oftheir department.

7

OSHTEMO CHARTER TOWNSHIP

PURCHASING POLICY



Non-Discrimination Requirements :

In accordance with the requirements of 1976 P.A. 453 (Michigan Civil Rights Act) and 1976P.A.
220 (Michigan Handicapped Rights Act) and the Oshtemo Charter Township Non-Discrimination
Ordinance No. 549 adopted August27,2013,to the greatest extent possible, the Township will do
business with vendon ofgoods and services which "do not discriminate against any employee or
applicant for employment with respect to hire, tenure, terms, conditions, or privileges of
employment, or a matter directly or indirectly related to employment, because of race, color,
religion, national origin, age, sex, height, weight, marital status, familial status, citizenship, gender
identity, sexrral orientition, genetic information, or because of a physical or mental
disability/handicap that is unrelated to the person's ability to perform the duties ofa particular j ob
or position. Any vendor found to not comply with these requirements shall be ineligible to do
business with the Township.

.txlhorizalion to
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EmplopcCcates

Rcqli5ition

Tr.r6ur.r, oarl! Super

Yisor rpprolE /Cnie!

Purchasers are authorized and required to make purchases ofgoods or services through the formal
requisition process using the purchase order program. Employees must get the following
requisition authorization depending on the type ofpurchase they are rcquesting. Note: Supervisor,
Treasurer or Clerk may determine any particular item can be presented for information to the
Township Board. Department Heads will review budget monthly and submit reports, revisions and
request amendments (use electronic Budget Amendment Joumal Correcting Form - T Drive) to
the Township Supervisor. The Supervisor, Clerk and Treasurer will review the budget quarterly
to verifu purchases are being made in accordance with purchasing policy and annual budget.

l) Purchases that have been budgeted for in the annual budget $2,000 or /ess; Purchaser
initiates requisition using purchase order progam, and Department Heads shall monitor sum
ofpurchases for adherence to annual budget. The Tounship Supen'isor. Treasurer. or Clerk
must then reYie\\, and approve the requisition.

2) Purchases that hove been budgeted for in the annual budget for operations (no maximum)
or for capital items 52,000 - $10,000: Purchaser initiates requisition usinq purchase order
program. and Deparlment Heads shall monilor sum of purchases for adherence to annual
budget. D,,-^L^--- 

-,,.a --^-:-.- ,-,-:+-- ^- -,^-L^l ^,,+L^;-^+:^- +^ -,,-^L^-- r1^- +L-:-

n^-^-+-^-r LI--.I ^. a"--^,:.^. T\---.+--^r LI-^,] ^. a,,^-^.i.^. .!'-ll -^^i+^- rL^ .',* ^fr

@The Township Supervisor, Treasurer, or Clerk
must then review and approve the requisition. The Department HeadAklStaff must report
this purchase to the Township Clerk reouestinp that the ourchase be placed on the Beard

receipts and disbursements summan' report
issued monthly to the Tormship Board.

3) Purchases that have been budgeted for in the annual budget for capital items >510,000:
Capital purchases that have been budgeted for in the annual budget, including but not limited
to large capital items such as vehicle purchases, road construction, water construction, and
sewer construction, shall not require further Township Board approval. These capital items
will be detailed to the Township Board during the annual budget meeting process. These
items will be included in the annual budget in the blue detail line items within each General
Ledger category. Department Heads will provide a written update on the consent agenda or
presentation at the meeting will be provided to the Board on the purchasing process used
and the selected vendor or contractor.

4) Purchases thot hqve not been budgeted for in the annual budget, less than or equal to
$2,000: Pvchaser must frst receive authorization from their Department Head and
Supervisor, Clerk or Treasurer. Department Head-'liey s+a*TSupervisor shall identifr source
of fund from the annual budget. Upon authorization, purchaser shall make requisition
request using the purchase order program. The Township Board will be informed via

3
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receipts and disbursements reports, and the Board will make budget, line item, adjustments
for all such purchases no less than quarterly.

5) Purchases that hove not been detailed in the annual budget greater than $2,000, or
purchases that end up costing more than the detailed amount in the annual budget:
Purchaser must first receive recommendation fiom their Department Head and the
Township Supervisor. The Township Board must then both approve the reouisition and
amend the annual budget. Purchaser then creates requisition in the purchase order progtam.

Using the above gurdelines, a purchase order must +ppre+alshallbeseewed before
the purchase is made.

There are three means by which the Township selects a service provider or material product. These
are: a) sealed bids, b) informal quotes, and c) sole source purchasing. Refer to detail on each,
below. It is the practice of Oshtemo Township to provide vendors with fair and equal opportunities
to compete for work. Summaries shall state method used. Department Heads u'ill revierv the
method of procurement lor vendor or service providers w-ith the To*,nship Supen'isor.

Sealed bids may be obtained using a request for proposal (R-FP), a set of detailed specifications,
or contract documents (plans and specifications). Publication or communication of proper notice
of the need for bids shall be arranged for in the manner which will bring the information to the
attention of appropriate professionals, contractors, or vendors. A minimum of three bids are
recommended for all purchases over $10,000. Employees may choose to seek multiple bids for
purchases less than or equal to $10,000 as wel1. The Township may choose to forego the bidding
procedure due to circumstances that would result in a savings to the Township and if the quality
ofservices provided will not be diminished due to the lack of bidding.

All bids received by the St+pe+isors€fEee lorinshilwill be time/date stamped when received.
All bids must be sealed when received; unsealed bids will not be accepted. Bids will be opened by
the Township Supervisor or personnel appointed by the Supervisor at the place and time described
in the bid advertisement and shall be open to the public. Once the bid opening process is complete,
staff will prepare a written purchase recommendation. If approved, staff will inform the winning
bidder. The Township reserves the right to reject any and all bids and is not required to accept the
lowest bid. ln general, the Township works in accordance with the Qualifications-Based Selection
(QBS)*.

(*From online: "Qualifrcations-Based Selection (QBS) is a procurement process established by
the United States Congress as a part of the Brooks Act[l] (Public Law 92-582; see also 40 USC
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Selecting Vendors/Sen'ice Providors:

I  . Sealed Bid Procedure:



1101 et. seq.)[2] and further developed as a process for public agencies to use for the selection of
architectural and engineering services for public construction projects. It is a competitive contract

procurement process whereby consulting firms submit qualifications to a procuring entity (owner)

who evaluates and selects the most qualified firm, and then negotiates the project scope of work,

schedule, budget, and consultant fee." Additional information on QBS in Michigan is available at

www.qbs-mi.ore).

Quotes may be obtained by means of discussion and/or written outline scope of serrices
request. A minimum ofthree quotes from professionals, contractors, or vendors is recommended
for substantive purchases. The Township may choose to forego the quoting procedure due to
circumstances that would result in a savings to the Township and ifthe quality ofservices provided
will not be diminished due to the lack of quoting.

All quotes received by the Supervisor's Offrce or designee will be time/date stamped when
received. Quotes do not need to be sealed. Quotes may be opened at the time they are received.
The approving party must approve or deny all purchases that have been quoted according to
purchasing standards previously stated. The Township reserves the right to reject any and all
quotes and is not required to accept the lowest quote. In general, the Township works in accordance
with the quality based selection on all quotes.

C. Sole Source Purchasing:

In recognition that certain products and services are clearly superior and/or compatible with
township operations, the approving party may determine that a specific product or vendor be the
sole source of purchasing for the Township. In doing so, the items will be purchased without a
formal bidding process. Examples of sole source purchasing include engineering, information
technology, insurances, and auditing services.

Purchaser will periodically evaluate composite billings and compare sole source vendor with other
vendors, for comparison of pricing and quality, and provide sunmary of review and decision.
Suggested review period is every three years.
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Miscellaneous purchases under $25 may be made usins the petty cash fund in accordance u'ith this
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polic\. Petty cash is maintained by the Treasurer. Receiots must be submitted to the Treasurer for
Leimbursement. The Treasurer shall keep petty cash in his,&er office and mav designate additional
areas in which pettv cash may keptl e.9., in the Fire Department
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Methods of Pavment:

Pettv Cash:

The Treasurer u'ill review petty cash disbursements prior to replenishins the fund. Records of
pretlr'cash distribution vvill be kept in the Treasurer's office and are available at all times for
review'.

Checksl

Checks are the standard form of paJ-ment from the Township. A check will be issued through the
Durchase order process. unless another form of pa),.rnent is requested.

Credit Cards (for emplovee use):

\fhen no other payment method is available. Towlshio credit cards ma-y be used to make purchases
from vendors sfiere credit terms are not available (such as travel) as well as for one time non

x
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Contracts:

In general, all contracts are approved through the Township Supervisor who by law is the
purchasing agent for the Township. The Supervisor signs the contracts and may do so if signature
aligns with purchasing policy herein (budget) and state law. The Treasurer and Clerk co-sign the
payments.

Education and Training:

The employee's Departrnent Head shall approve all requests for continuing education,
conferences, and extemal training, prior to registration. Department Head shall approve based on
annual budgeted education/training line item and shall not exceed the annual appropriated amount
without budget amendment per previous guidelines.

Cooperative Government Contracts:

Should the Township be able to secure quality products at favorable prices by joining with other
local units ofgovernrnent, or participating in a State ofMichigan or federal govemment purchasing
program, the Township Supervisor may waive the formal bidding process.

Emergency Purchases:

Emergency purchases can be authorized only when health, safety, and/or welfare of Township
residents or their property are endangered through unexpected circumstances, when normal
operations of the Township would be severely hampered by a long delay, or when Township
property or employees are endangered through unexpected circumstances. Normal purchasing
procedures outlined in this policy may be suspended when such circumstances exist. ln the case
of an emergency situation, the Township Supervisor, Treasurer, Clerk, sr Fire Chief._pf
Maintenance Director can authorize the immediate purchase of any materials, supplies, equipment,
or services needed to resolve the emergency situation. The Supervisor will report all emergency
purchases to the Township Board at its next scheduled meeting.

7

Change Orders (Within Annual Budget Detail):

routine items. Treasurer manaqes credit card a'r'ailability to emplovees. Please see the Township's
Credit Card Policy. Purchaser must submit detailed receiot to Clerk's office.

Purchases made on credit cards are subiect to transaction and credit limits established for each

individual card. A minimum transaction of five dollars ($5) is reouired for all credit card
transactions-
€}+eh



Change Orders: (Outside Annual Budget Detail):

Supervisor or Staffwill include up to an additional l0olo of contract or specified lump sum amount
in all project budgets for capital projects when submittinq request to Township Board to award
contract. Request will identiff source ofpayment funds. As with any other budget approval, Board
approval shall be subject to monies availability in either annual budget or in Township reserves.

Subsequently, Supervisor can approve change orders within the additional approved budget
amount. Supervisor shall work in consultation with consultants and/or Staffto make determination.

Tax Exempt Status:

Section 4 of the General Sales Tax Act, MCL 205.5a(f; MSA 7.524(5) and Michigan Sales and
Use Tax Rule, 1979 AC, R205.79, provide that sales to the United States Govemment, the State
of Michigan and their political subdivisions, departments and institutions are not taxable when
ordered and paid for by warrant on govemment funds. In the altemative, the govemment may
claim exemption at the time of purchase by providing the seller with a signed statement to the
effect that the purchaser is a govemmental entity. Statement is available upon request from the
Clerk's office.

Forms:

Documentation:

When a purchase order is requested all supporting documentation should be attached to the
rqquisition uithin the purchase order program (bids. board resolution. etc.). Once a purchase order
requisition is approved, all invoices for goods and services ffi
for-"re€€ssing-u ill be attached in the accounts pql stt !rygElt-The-+esuisi+ion-shail-h

This policy will be in effect upon adoption by the Township Board and will remain in effect until
rescinded by the Township Board. Revisions or amendments must be approved by the Township
Board, and must be recorded in writing and maintained with this original policy by the Township
Clerk. This policy, and all subsequent amendments, will be provided by the Clerk to all Township
Board members, Department Heads, and employees.

a

Staff& Supervisor are expected to document all change orders thr,-rugl.t the purc hase order prosram

in excess of 10% of the original contracted price. Approval is subject to Supervisor review and

approval and availability of frrnds.

Every Township vendor is required to complete an IRS W-9 form or have this form on record prior
to the release of payment for goods and services.
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To: Oshtemo Charter Township Board

Frorn: Marc Elliott, P.E., Direc{or of Public Works

Me March 8,2018

Subiect Road Commission of Kalamazoo County Non-MotorEed Facility "Umbrella' Agreements

OBJECTIW

To obtain Township Board approval for SupeMsor to sign the Road Commission of Kalamazoo
County (RCKC) Non-Motorized Facility'Umbrella" Agreements.

BACKGROUND

The RCKC has changed its policy on non-motorized facility agreements. ln the past, a separate
agreement between Oshtemo and the RCKC was required for each non-motorized facility that
Oshtemo planned to construct. Now, one generic agreement will be needed for each type of non-
motorized facility that Oshtemo intends to construcl.

Drscussrorv..

The RCKC Non-Motorized Facility Policy from the RCKC webpage contains three template
agreements for non-motorized facilities. Specifically, the three agreements are:

. Non-MotorizedFacility
o Sidewalk Funded by Township Special Assessment District
. Sidewalk Funded by Township or Other Funds

The templates were used to develop three umbrella agreements. Two minor modifications were
made to the template agreement:

The phrase "more specifically" was deleted from the third paragraph because the specificity
was not needed for a general agreement. The specificity will be provided in other documents
such as the RCKC application for non-motorized facilities.

The last condition was added to ensure the agreement is periodically reviewed

Completion of these umbrella agreements will support Oshtemo plans to construct non-motorized
facilities along Stadium Drive and KL Ave. lt will also support any plans to construct sidewalks with
the USDA sewer p@ect, and the non-motorized plan to be developed by the GoI Grcen Oshtemo
initiative.

I: COMMLNII-| DEIELOPMENTP||BUC wORXS ld"in bBMd tun 2OlN 201343-03RCKCNo.Md@*.IUhbretto1g.ehz/t.&D
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Oshtemo Township Non-motorized Facility "Umbrella" Agreement

WHEREAS, the Township of Oshtemo (hereinafter referred to as "Oshtemo") is a municipal
corporation organized under the laws of the State of Michigan, and is located in the County of
Kalamazoo, State of Michigan, and:

WHEREAS, the Board of County Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo
(hereinafter refened to as "RCKC") is a public body corporate, located within the County of Kalamazoo,
State of Michigan, and;

WHEREAS, Oshtemo desires to build non-motorized paths in accordance with plans and
designs prepared by its consultanUengineer within the county road rightof-way;

WHEREAS, because the intended location of the non-motorized path is within the county road
right-of-way, it is necessary for Oshtemo to obtain the consent of the RCKC prior to commencing
construction of the non-motorized paths, and;

WHEREAS, it is the desire and objective of the parties hereto, to set forth their mutual
understanding with respect to the conditions under which the RCKC will grant its consentto Oshtemo to
construct the non-motorized paths within the county road right-of-way;

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the aforementioned premises and in furtherance
thereof, it is hereby mutually agreed as follows:

As owner of the facility, Oshtemo agrees to assume or assign to third parties as applicable, total
and exclusive responsibility for maintenance, winter maintenance (including, but not limited to
snow removal), signage, repair, and restoration ofthe non-motorized path for so long as the non-
motorized path may exist. lf, however, the non-motorized facility is a paved shoulder, RCKC will
do maintenance, winter maintenance, repair, and restoration. RCKC reserves the nght to require
the removal of the non-motorized facility when necessary to accommodate a roadway
improvement of the RCKC. ln such an instance, Oshtemo shall be responsible for all costs
associated with the removal and relocation of the non-motorized facility and for restoration of the
county road right-of-way where the non-motorized path is located, to a condition reasonably
similar to that in effect prior to the construction of the non-motorized path.

Oshtemo shall be responsible forall costs not covered by other funding. Oshtemo shall be
responsible for RCKC staff time and administrative expenses related to this project. prior to
project advertisement by the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT), Oshtemo will
deposit a check for ninety (90) percent of the estimated local cost of the construction project plus
the RCKC overhead factor. All other invoices will be based on actual costs incurred. After
construction is complete, the RCKC will conduct a final accounting to determine if any fufther
payment is due or if a refund is due to Oshtemo. lf bids come in ten (10) percent or less over the
consultant's/engineer's estimate then the project will proceed to award. Oshtemo shall be
responsible for all costs over the amount covered by Federal Transportation Alternatives funds. lf

2

3

Oshtemo will make application and apply for a permit and/or non-motorized facility project
approval from the RCKC and agrees to abide by all terms and conditions imposed upon permit
and non-motorized facility project applications. Oshtemo will construct the non-motorized path in
accordance with the plans and designs prepared by its consultant or engineer and approved by
Oshtemo, and the RCKC. Any deviation from the plans and designs must receive the prior
written approval of Oshtemo and the RCKC. Oshtemo shall develop a non-motorized path
prolect design package and submit the design package including a copy of the storm water
drainage plan and calculations to the RCKC for review. The RCKC shall make flnal design
decisions regarding non-motorized facility location with regard to driveways, intersection,
signage, and drainage features in the county road right-of-way.
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bids come in more than '10 percent over the consultant's/engineer's estimate, then Oshtemo will
have an opportunity to request to reject all bids, or to proceed to award. lf bids come in under the
consultant's/enginee/s estimate then the project will proceed to award. Any extras or increases
which exceed the original programmed amount will be paid by Oshtemo.

For increased or extra items that may not be eligible forother funding, Oshtemo shall generate a
Work Order for RCKC review prior to the work being done by the Contractor. The RCKC will
invoice Oshtemo the amount of the Work Order as soon as it is determined. The amount of the
Work Order is due within thirty (30) days of the invoice.

Oshtemo shall provide construction engineering services as stated in the MDOT Program
Application for this prolect and in the MDOT Construction Manual. Construction engineering
includes all of the flle documentation and review Oshtemo shall prepare a final as built set of
plans for the project and provide it to the RCKC. The as built plans shall be submitted on Mylar
with the original signature page, and in electronic format (AutoCAD and PDF) on CD.
Oshtemo will also provide a copy of the project construction file to the RCKC for its records.

Oshtemo shall complete the RCKC tree notification form for any tree removals within the existing
county road right-of-way. Compensation required by the property owner, in accordance vvith
RCKC written policy, will be paid by Oshtemo. AII county road right-of-way encroachments shall
adhere to RCKC policy, any adjustments will be paid by Oshtemo.

Oshtemo agrees to be responsible for all utility reconfiguration costs associated with project.
Prior to advertisement of the project, Oshtemo shall submit a letter to the RCKC stating that they
have reviewed utility conflicts, and have addressed any necessary utility relocation.

Upon completion ofthe installation ofthe non-motorized path, and final approval having been
granted by the RCKC to Oshtemo, Oshtemo agrees to save harmless, indemnify and defend the
RCKC from any and all claims for bodily injury or property damage or any other claims relating to
or arising out of the construction, operation, use or continuing existence of the non-motorized
path within the county road right-of-way.

This agreement shall be in effect as between the parties hereto upon the afflxation of the
signatures of the duly authorized officers of the RCKC and Oshtemo.
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Both parties agree that changes may be requested to this agreement at any time. Any changes
to this agreement shall not be in effect until the affixation of the signatures, and dated, by the duly
authorized officers of the RCKC and Oshtemo. Both parties agree to review the agreement as
necessary, but no later than January 1,2022.

b.

4.

12.

Oshtemo will agree to have its Consultant attend a project update meeting every two weeks or
as needed to review the status of the pro.iect with the Contractor and to process construction
status and payment request reports. Construction Engineering includes construction staking,
right-of-way staking, materials sampling and testing, and acting as a storm water operator. Every
two weeks, Oshtemo shall prepare a written report including inspector daily reports, Davis Bacon
Wage Documentation review, status of materials certifications, materials testing reports, the
MDOT contractor pay estimate, and any other submittalrequirements.

Oshtemo shall reimburse the RCKC's cost in reviewing and administedng thecontract.

Oshtemo shall be responsible for any required land acquisition (including temporary grading
permits). Oshtemo will submit the proposed right-of-way acquisitions for approval prior to
acquiring the necessary additional right-of-way and shall have a qualified right-of-way specialist
certify the righlof-way file prior to submitting it to the RCKC.



lN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed by their
duly authorized officers and their seals affixed hereto the day and year written below.

BOARD OF COUNTY ROAD COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF KALAMAZOO

By

Joanna l. Johnson

Its: Managing Director

STATE OF MICHIGAN

COUNTY OF KALAMAZOO

On this _ day of _, 2017 , beforc me, a Notary Public, in and for said County and
State, personally appeared Joanna Johnson, to me personally known, who, being by me duly
sworn, did say that she is the Managing Director of the Board of County Road Commissioners of
Kalamazoo County, Michigan, named in and which executed the within instrument and that said
instrument was signed on behalf of said Road Commission, and said Managing Director
acknowledged said instrument to be the free act and deed of said Commission.

Notary Public
County, Michigan

My Commission Expires

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF OSHTEMO

By

Elizabeth Heiny-Cogswell

Its: Supervisor

STATE OF MICHIGAN

COUNTY OF KALAMAZOO

On this _ day of 2017, betoe me, a Notary Public, in and for said County and
State, personally appeared Elizabeth Heiny-Cogswell, to me personally known, who, being by me
duly sworn, did say that she is the Supervisor of the Charter Township of Oshtemo, Michigan, the
municipal corporation named in and which executed the within instrument and that said
instrument was signed on behalf of said Charter Township of Oshtemo, and said Elizabeth Heiny-
Cogswell acknowledged said instrument to be the free act and deed of said municipal
corporation.

, Notary Public
County, Michigan

My Commission Expires:
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Oshtemo Township Sidewalk Funded by Township Special Assessment District
"Umbrella" Agreement

WHEREAS, the Township of Oshtemo (hereinafter refened to as "Oshtemo') is a municipal
corporation organized under the laws of the State of Michigan, and is located in the County of
Kalamazoo, State of Michigan, and:

WHEREAS, the Board of Cou nty Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo
(hereinafter referred to as "RCKC") is a public body corporate, located within the County of Kalamazoo,
State of Michigan, and;

WHEREAS, Oshtemo desires to build sidewalks in accordance with plans and designs prepared
by its consultanuengineer within the county road rightof-way;

WHEREAS, it is the desire and objective of the parties hereto, to set forth their mutual
understanding with respect to the conditions under which the RCKC will grant its consent to Oshtemo to
construct the sidewalk within the county road right-of-way;

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the aforementioned premises and in furtherance
thereof, it is hereby mutually agreed as follows:

Oshtemo will apply for a sidewalk project approval from the RCKC and agrees to abide by all
terms and conditions imposed upon such approval. Oshtemo will construct the sidewalk in
accordance with the plans and designs prepared by its consultant or engineer and approved by
Oshtemo and the RCKC. Any deviation from the plans and designs must receive the prior written
approval of Oshtemo and the RCKC. Oshtemo shall develop a sidewalk project design package
and submit the design package including a copy of the storm water drainage plan and
calculations to the RCKC for review. The RCKC shall make final design decisions regarding non-
motorized facility location with regard to driveways, intersection, signage, and drainage features
in the county road right-of-way.

As owner of the facility, Oshtemo agrees RCKC has no responsibility for sidewalk maintenance,
winter maintenance (including, but not Iimited to snow removal/shoveling), signage, repair, and
restoration of the sidewalk for so long as the sidewalk may exist. RCKC reserves the right to
remove the sidewalk at its expense when necessary to accommodate a roadway improvement of
the RCKC, but has no responsibility to relocate the sidewalk.

Oshtemo shall be responsible forall costs not covered by otherfunding. Oshtemo shall be
responsible for RCKC staff time and administrative expenses related to this project. Prior to
prolect advertisement by the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT), Oshtemo will
deposit a check for ninety (90) percent of the estimated local cost of the construction project plus
the RCKC overhead factor. All other invoices will be based on actual costs incurred. After
construction is complete, the RCKC will conduct a flnal accounting to determine if any further
payment is due or if a refund is due to Oshtemo. lf bids come in ten (10) percent or less over the
consultant's/engineer's estimate then the project will proceed to award. Oshtemo shall be
responsible for all costs over the amount covered by other funds. lf bids come in more than 10
percent over the consultant's/engineels estimate, then Oshtemo will have an opportunity to
request to reject all bids, or to proceed to award. lf bids come in under the
consultant's/enginee/s estimate then the project will proceed to award. Any extras or increases
which exceed the original programmed amount will be paid by Oshtemo.

2

WHEREAS, because the intended location of the sidewalk is within the county road right-of-way,
it is necessary for Oshtemo to obtain the consent of the RCKC prior to commencing construction of the
sidewalk, and;



4 For increased or extra items that may not be eligible forother funding, Oshtemo shall generate a
Work Order for RCKC review prior to the work being done by the Contractor. The RCKC will
invoice Oshtemo the amount of the Work Order as soon as it is determined. The amount of the
Work Order is due within thirty (30) days of the invoice.

Oshtemo shall provide construction engineering services as stated in the MDOT Program
Application for this project and in the MDOT Construction Manual. Construction engineering
includes all of the file documentation and review necessary to close out the project, and is the
responsibility of Oshtemo. Oshtemo shall prepare a final as built set of plans for the project and
provide it to the RCKC. The as built plans shall be submitted on Mylar with the original signature
page, and in electronic format (AutoCAD and PDF) on CD. Oshtemo will also provide a copy
of the project construction file to the RCKC for its records.

Oshtemo will agree to have its Consultant attend a project update meeting every two weeks or
as needed to review the status of the project with the Contractor and to process construction
status and payment request reports. Construction Engineering includes construction staking,
right-of-way staking, materials sampling and testing, and acting as a storm water operator. Every
two weeks, Oshtemo shall prepare a written report including inspector daily reports, Davis Bacon
Wage Documentation review, status of materials certifications, materials testjng reports, the
MDOT contractor pay estimate, and any other submiftalrequirements.

Oshtemo shall reimburse the RCKC's cost in reviewing and administering thecontract.

Oshtemo shall be responsible for any required land acquisition (including temporary grading
permits). Oshtemo will submit the proposed right-of-way acquisitions for approval prior to
acquiring the necessary additional right-of-way and shall have a qualified right-of-way specialist
certify the rightof-way file prior to submitting it to the RCKC.

Oshterno shall complete the RCKC tree notification form for any tree removals within the existing
county road right-of-way. Compensation required by the property owner, in accordance with
RCKC written policy, will be paid by Oshtemo. All county road right-of-way encroachments shall
adhere to RCKC policy, any adjustments will be paid by Oshtemo.

Oshtemo agrees to be responsible for all utility reconfiguration costs associated with prqec!.
Prior to advertisement of the project, Oshtemo shall submit a letter to the RCKC stating that they
have reviewed utility conflicts, and have addressed any necessary utility relocation.

This agreement shall be in effect as between the parties hereto upon the affixation of the
signatures of the duly authorized officers of the RCKC and Oshtemo.

Both parties agree that changes may be requested to this agreement at any time. Any changes
to this agreement shall not be in effect until the affixation of the signatures, and dated, by the duly
authorized officers of the RCKC and Oshtemo. Both parties agree to review the agreement as
necessary, but no later than January 1,2022.
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lN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed by their
duly authorized otficers and their seals affixed hereto the day and year written below.

BOARD OF COUNTY ROAD COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF KALAMAZOO

By

Joanna l. Johnson

Its: Managing Director

STATE OF MICHIGAN

COUNTY OF KALAMAZOO

On this _ day of
State, personally appeared Joanna Johnson, to me personally known, who, being by me duly
sworn, did say that she is the Managing Director of the Board of County Road Commissioners of
Kalamazoo County, Michigan, named in and which executed the within instrument and that said
instrument was signed on behalf of said Road Commission, and said Managing Director
acknowledged said instrument to be the free act and deed of said Commission.

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF OSHTEMO

Elizabeth Heiny-Cogswell

Its: Supervisor

STATE OF MICHIGAN

COUNTY OF KALAMAZOO

On this _ day of _, 2017 , belorc me, a Notary Public, in and for said County and
State, personally appeared Elizabeth Heiny-Cogswell, to me personally known, who, being by me
duly sworn, did say that she is the Supervisor of the Charter Township of Oshtemo, Michigan, the
municipal corporation named in and which executed the within instrument and that said
instrument was signed on behalf of said Charter Township of Oshtemo, and said Elizabeth Heiny-
Cogswell acknowledged said instrument to be the free act and deed of said municipal
corporation.

Notary Public
County, Michigan

By

My Commission Expires:

2017, before me, a Notary Public, in and for said County and

, Notary Public
County, Michigan

My Commission Expires:
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WHEREAS, the Township of Oshtemo (hereinafter referred to as "Oshtemo') is a municipal
corporation organized under the laws of the State of Michigan, and is located in the County of
Kalamazoo, State of Michigan, and:

WHEREAS, the Board of Cou n t y Road Commissioners of the County of Kalamazoo
(hereinafter referred to as "RCKC") is a public body corporate, located within the County of Kalamazoo,
Stiate of Michigan, and;

WHEREAS, Oshtemo desires to build sidewalks In accordance with plans and designs prepared
by its consultanuengineer within the county road right-of-way;

WHEREAS, because the intended location of the sidewalk is within the county road right-of-way,
it is necessary for Oshtemo to obtain the consent of the RCKC prior to commencing construction of the
sidewalk, and;

WHEREAS, it is the desire and objective of the parties hereto, to set forth their mutual
understanding with respect to the conditions under which the RCKC will grant its consent to Oshtemo to
construct the sidewalk within the county road right-of-way;

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the aforementioned premises and in furtherance
thereof, it is hereby mutually agreed as follows:

Oshtemo will apply for a sidewalk project approval from the RCKC and agrees to abide by all
terms and conditions imposed upon such approval. Oshtemo will construct the sidewalk in
accordance with the plans and desrgns prepared by its consultant or engineer and approved by
Oshtemo and the RCKC. Any deviation from the plans and designs must receive the prior written
approval of Oshtemo and the RCKC. Oshtemo shall develop a sidewalk project design package
and submit the design package including a copy of the storm water drainage plan and
calculations to the RCKC for review. The RCKC shall make final design decisions regarding non-
motorized facility location with regard to driveways, intersection, signage, and drainage features
in the county road right-of-way.

As owner of the facility, Oshtemo agrees RCKC has no responsibility for maintenance, winter
maintenance (including, but not limited to snow removal/shoveling), signage, repair, and
restoration of the sidewalk for so long as the sidewalk may exist. RCKC reserves the right to
remove the sidewalk at its expense when necessary to accommodate a roadway improvement of
the RCKC, but has no responsibility to relocate the sidewalk.

Oshtemo shall be responsible forall costs not covered by other funding. Oshtemo shall be
responsible for RCKC staff time and administrative expenses related to this project. Prior to
project advertisement by the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT), Oshtemo will
deposit a check for ninety (90) percent of the estimated local cost of the construction project plus
the RCKC overhead factor. All other invoices will be based on actual costs incurred. After
construction is complete, the RCKC will conduct a final accounting to determine if any further
payment is due or if a refund is due to Oshtemo. lf bids come in ten (10) percent or less over the
consultant's/engineefs estimate then the project will proceed to award. Oshtemo shall be
responsible for all costs overthe amount covered by other funds. lf bids come in more than 10
percent over the consultant's/enginee/s estimate, then Oshtemo will have an opportunity to
request to reject all bids, or to proceed to award. lf bids come in under the
consultant's/enginee/s estimate then the project will proceed to award. Any extras or increases
which exceed the original programmed amount will be paid by Oshtemo.

2
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Oshtemo Township Sidewalk Funded by Township or Other Funds
"Umbrella" Agreement



4 For increased or extra items that may not be eligible forother funding, Oshtemo shall generate a
Work Order for RCKC review prior to the work being done by the Contractor. The RCKC will
invoice Oshtemo the amount of the Work Order as soon as it is determined. The amount of the
Work Order is due within thirty (30) days of the invoice.

Oshtemo shall provide construction engineering seNices as stated in the MDOT Program
Application for this project and in the MDOT Construction Manual. Construction engineering
includes all of the file documentation and review necessary to close out the poect, and is the
responsibility of Oshtemo. Oshtemo shall prepare a final as bujlt set of plans for the proiect and
provide it to the RCKC. The as built plans shall be submitted on Mylar with the original signature
page, and in electronic format (AutoCAD and PDF) on CD. Oshtemo will also provide a copy
of the project construction file to the RCKC for its records.

Oshtemo will agree to have its Consultant.attend a project update meeting every two weeks or
as needed to review the status of the project with the Contractor and to process construction
status and payment request reports. Construction Engineering includes construction staking,
right-of-way staking, materials sampling and testing, and acting as a storm water operator. Every
two weeks, Oshtemo shall prepare a written report including inspector daily reports, Davis Bacon
Wage Documentation review, status of matenals certifications, materials testing reports, the
MDOT contractor pay estimate, and any other submittalrequirements.

Oshtemo shall reimburse the RCKC'S cost in reviewlng and administering thecontract.

Oshtemo shall be responsible for any required land acquisition (including temporary grading
permits). Oshtemo will submit the proposed right-of-way acquisitions for approval prior to
acquiring the necessary additional rightof-way and shall have a qualified right-of-way specialist
certify the right-of-way file prior to submitting it to the RCKC.

Oshbrno shall complete the RCKC tree notification form for any tree removals within the existing
county road right-of-way. Compensation required by the property owner, in accordance with
RCKC written policy, will be paid by Oshtemo. AII county road righlof-way encroachments shall
adhere to RCKC policy, any adjustments will be paid by Oshtemo.

Oshtemo agrees to be responsible forall utility reconfiguration costs associated with project.
Prior to advertisement of the pro.iect, Oshtemo shall submit a letter to the RCKC stating that they
have reviewed utility conflicts, and have addressed any necessary utility relocation.

This agreement shall be in effect as between the parties hereto upon the affixation of the
signatures of the duly authorized officers of the RCKC and Oshtemo.

Both parties agree that changes may be requested to this agreement at any time. Any changes
to this agreement shall not be in effect until the afflxation of the signatures, and dated, by the duly
authorized officers of the RCKC and Oshtemo. Both parties agree to review the agreement as
necessary, but no later than January 1 ,2022.
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lN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed by their
duly authorized officers and their seals affixed hereto the day and year written below.

By

Joanna l. Johnson

Its: Managing Director

STATE OF MICHIGAN

COUNTY OF KALAMAZOO

On this _ day of _, 2017, belore me, a Notary Public, in and for said County and
State, personally appeared Joanna Johnson, to me personally known, who, being by me duly
sworn, did say that she is the Managing Director of the Board of County Road Commissioners of
Kalamazoo County, Michigan, named in and which executed the within instrument and that said
instrument was signed on behalf of said Road Commission, and said Managing Director
acknowledged said instrument to be the free act and deed of said Commission.

, Notary Public
County, Michigan

My Commission Expires

By

Elizabeth Heiny-Cogswell

Its: Supervisor

STATE OF MICHIGAN

COUNTY OF KALAMAZOO

On this _ day of _, 2017 , belote me, a Notary Public, in and for said County and
State, personally appeared Elizabeth Heiny-Cogswell, to me personally known, who, being by me
duly sworn, did say that she is the Supervisor of the Charter Township of Oshtemo, Michigan, the
municipal corporation named in and which executed the within instrument and that said
instrument was signed on behalf of said Charter Township of Oshtemo, and said Elizabeth Heiny-
Cogswell acknowledged said instrument to be the free act and deed of said municipal
corporation.

, Notary Public
County, Michigan

My Commission Expires

BOARD OF COUNTY ROAD COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF KALAMAZOO

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF OSHTEMO
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Tc Oshtemo Charter To\ rnship Board

Fronr: Marc Elliott, P.E., Director of Public Works

He March 9,2018

Subiect Local Participation, MDOT US-131 Bridge Replacements over KL Avenue,
Retaining Wall through North Revetnent for Planned KL Ave Non-Motorized Facility

OBJECTIVE

Board Members are requested to consider participating with MDOT in the cost to construct bridge design
elemenE required to complete the To,rmship's planned Non-Motonzed Facility adjacent to KL Avenue, under
he t\ 

'o 
new bridges. MDOT has provided a mst estmate of $135,245 (see attached email) for the retaining

wall with a concrete f;ascia. This option is recommended by Oshtemo's KL Avenue Trailway Consuttant (see
attached). Pleese note from he @nsultants letter, that as ttte design matures Oshtemo may also wish to
consider he addition of conqete texturing and/or graffiti resistant coatngs in order to enhance aesthetcs and
reduce Township maintenance cosb.

MDOT has requested that Oshtemo commit to participate in the retaining wall as an item of wok by mid-
March. OtheMise, MDOT has stated they will proceed to complete their project design without the wall. This
would cause Oshtemo to bear he mst of designing and removing the earh revefnent and installing the
required rehining wallwhen Oshtemo builds its planned non-motorized tacility. The much higher cost
anticipated for a future remo\€l and reconstruction project under the new bridges more that justifies the
Toivnship's election to participate now. We would anticipate that formal agreemenb would be execuGd in
late 2018 ot e€tly 2019. Expenditures would most likely occur in 2019 or 2010.

BACKGROUND

ln 2015 Oshtemo began concept planning for a non-motorized tacility along KL Avenue. The facility is
recognized as a safety-need by MDOT for the pedestrian and non-motonzed traffic generated by numerous
residential housing uni6 along KL Avenue. Oshtemo's concept planning evolved into detiailed design work
with the consulting firm OCBA. This work was interrupted in 2017 when MDOT abrupfly announced that they
would be replacing the bridges in 2020; bridge design was undeuay on an accelemted schedule; cross{ver
Ianes and related items of uiork would start in 2019; and Oshtemo was informed there was no longer room for
the trailway. After months of additional dialog with MDOT, accommodation of the non-motorized facility was
acknowledged as viable wih a modest design change (an estimated $ 15,000 construclion cost increase).

A retaining wall was ahMays anticipated to be a part of the To!\,nship's non-motorized hcility. The pre-2017
design anticipated reconstructing the existing revetrnents and installing an earth retaining structure. The new
bridge creates design constraints that has caused fie wall extent and type of structure to be changed,
however the overall anticipated cost is not fundamentally different fom MDOTS cost estimate fur the
@ncunent conskuction. Please also know that staff is continuing to dialog with MDOT, RCKC and others to
seek a more equitable distribution of the cost share.

INFORMATION PROWDED

MDOT Emailwith Cost Estimate (Concrete Fascia Option = $135,245)
OCBA Recommendation of Fascia Opton (plus other potential additaons)

t COMMaNII| DE TLJPM:EN?PUBUC WORKSA.i in!oD@]*n 20184349IMI P@liq4aim (I<L t|e R.taiti,qqall) MIX)T I t3t D.i.be..lM



Subject: FW: KL Sheet Piling Wall

From: Gehrcke, Rachel (MDOT) [mailto:GehrckeR@ michisan.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, February 06, 2018 11:00
To: Jamie Baker <i!Alel(q9ib!9Mpfg>; Halloran, Mike (MDOT) <HalloranM @ michisan.sov>; Liu, Zhizhen (MDOT)

<Liuz@ michisan.qov>; Pfeiffer, Pete (MDOT) <PfeifferP@michisan.pov>; O'Neill, Michelle (MDOT)

<ONeillM @ michisan.qop; Occhiuto, Charles (MDOT) <OCCHIUTOC@ michisa n.eov>

SubjecE KL Sheet Piling wall

Hi all,

The cost estimates for the retaining wall options for the path along KL Ave are:

Concrete Fascia Option (including sheeting, concrete, steel reinforcement and shear studs): S135,245

Steel Cap Option (including sheeting and steel channel placed over the sheeting sections): S131,733

A reminder that this isjust our engineer estimate for the cost.

Thank!
Rachel

Confidentiality Notice: The information contained in this electronic mail message and any attachments is
intended only for the use ofthe individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain legally privileged,
confidential information, or work product. Ifthe reader ofthis message is not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, or forwarding ofthe e-mail message is strictly
prohibited. Ifyou have received this message in error, please notiry me by e-mail reply, and delete the original
message from your system.
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8 Morch 2018

Mr. Morc Elliol
Dkeclor of Public works
Chorler Township of Oshtemo
7275 West Moin Streei
Kolomozoo, Michigon 49009

landscapearchitects

Re: KL Avenue Non-Motorized Troil MDOT Retoining woll

Deor Morc:

On Februory 2,2018, Oshlemo Township stoff, Rood Commission of Kolomozoo County sloff, ond KL Avenue
Non-Motorized Troil design teom members mel wilh Michigon Deporlment of Tronsportolion (MDOI) slotf
member lo review ond discuss the revised design for the obutment reconslruciion ol lhe U.S. l3l overposs
ot KL Avenue. Following this meeling, MDOT sloff forworded somple plons ond lhe cosl eslimole lor o
proposed sheel piling woll wilh on optionol cosljn-ploce concrete foscio.

OCBA, lnc. ond Wghlmon & Associoles. lnc. hove reviewed lhe somple plons for lhe proposed reloining
woll lor mointenonce concerns os MDOT hos sloled lhot lhe reloining woll mointenonce will be lhe
Township's responsibility. A sheel piling retoining woll does not hove o greot oeslhetic volue ond would
require periodic moinlenonce of surfoce lreolmenls like poinling or colhodic proleclion lo minimize lhe
conosion of the metolsurfoce. ln oddilion, lhe proposed wollwill be locoled opproximolely 2'{" from the
northern ospholl lroil edge ot lhe nonowesi poinl in lhe obutment. Due to the unduloling shope of the
sheel piling, lhere would be mulliple metol edges lhol lroil users could polenliolly encounler il lhe lroil use6
left the ospholl poving.

In oddlllon to lhe steel piling woll, MDOT sloff hos proposed the option of o cost-in-ploce loscio wilh sleel
chonnel cross-section ocross lhe lop of the woll. The cost-in-ploce concrete loscio os shown in the MDOT
somple plons wilh the sheor studs welded lo the sheel piling would be o belter ollernoiive to pre-cost
ponels, os discussed during lhe meeting. os the cosl-in-ploce construclion method minimizes lhe lrqvel of
woier between lhe concrele foscio ond lhe sheet piling. The somple plons olso show o cosl-in-ploce "c"
shoped cop over lhe top of lhe retoining woll. This cosl-in-ploce "c" shoped concrele cop would be o
preferoble option lor inslollolion os it would be conslrucled ond cosl wilh lhe concrete foscio ond would
creole o seomless cop lo prevent woler from troveling between the loscio ond lhe sheel piling. The
relotively smoolh foce ol lhe concrele fqscio could polentiolly reduce issues wilh lroil users il ihey encounler
the retoining woll foce. Aeslhelicolly, form liners ond concrele coloring odditives could be odded to lhe
projecl lo moke the concrete foscio more visuolly oppeoling.

ln reviewing lhe cosl eslimole, the proposed sheel piling woll wilh concrete fosciq, including sheeting,
concrete, sleel reinforcemenl ond sheor sluds, oppeors to be in line wilh cunenl pricing for this lype of
retoining woll systems. while the concrete foscio would odd to lhe cost of lhe woll, we believe ihol lhe
odded solely ond visuol oeslhelics, olong wilh lhe reduced mointenonce, moke lhe concrete foscio o
worthwhile investment.

OCBA. lnc. ond Wighlmon & Associoles, lnc. believe thol lf Oshlemo Township decides lo move forword
Wlh lhe reioining woll conslruclion os port of MDOT'S U.S. l3l oyerposs reconstruclion project, lhe Township
should occepl ihe oplion of ihe sheel piling with cosl-in-ploce foscio with the revision of lhe proposed
reloining woll seclion to include lhe "c" shoped cosl-in-ploce cop in lieu of lhe proposed sleel chonnel
cross-seclion in order lo minimize fuiure polenliol mointenonce issues.

O'BOYLE, COWELI- BLALOCK & ASSOCIATES, INC www.ocba.com
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oshtemo Township KL Avenue Non-Moiorized Troil Reloining woll
poge 2

lf you hove ony queslions regording ihis recommendolion, pleose do not hesitote lo coll.

sincerely,

O'BOYLE, COWELL, BLALOCK & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Rochel Hughes-Nilsson, LLA, ASLA
Associole

Copies: S. Corlisle, B. Boker, Wigh'tmon & Associoles. lnc.

O'BOYLE, COWELL BLALOCK & ASSOCI,ATES, INC. www.ocba.com
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF OSHTEMO 

KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN 
 

Resolution of the Oshtemo Charter Township Planning Commission 
Approving and Recommending for Final Approval the 

Oshtemo Charter Township Master Plan Amendment 2017 
 

December 14, 2017 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission, pursuant to Section 39 of the Act, sent 

notices by first class mail of its intent to prepare Master Plan Amendment 2017 to the 

designated entities listed in Section 39 of the Act on or about February 13, 2017; and 

 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission completed proposed Master Plan 

Amendment 2017 and submitted the same to the Township Board seeking authorization 

to distribute the same on or about October 5, 2017, and  

 WHEREAS, the Township Board at a regular Board meeting of October 10, 2017, 

pursuant to Section 41 of the Act, approved the distribution of Master Plan Amendment 

2017, in the manner prescribed by Section 39 of the Act, to the designated entities listed 

under Section 41 of the Act for comment; and 

 WHEREAS, Notice of Transmittal of Master Plan Amendment 2017 and Request 

for Comment was distributed on October 11, 2017, and a notice of public hearing was 

prepared, pursuant to Section 43 of the Act, and the same was served upon all of the 

designated entities in a manner prescribed by Section 39 of the Act, on October 11, 2017; 

and  

 WHEREAS, the notice of public hearing was properly published in a newspaper of 

general circulation on or about November 26, 2017, pursuant to Section 43 of the Act; 

and 
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 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has held the public hearing on Master Plan 

Amendment 2017 on December 14, 2017, as required by Section 43 of the Act. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Planning Commission 

for Oshtemo Charter Township that Master Plan Amendment 2017, including the 

following: 

 
  Rural Character Preservation Strategy 
  Maple Hill Drive South Sub-Area Plan 
  Future Land Use Plan 
 
is hereby approved; and 

 IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED AND RECOMMENDED to the Oshtemo Charter 

Township Board that Oshtemo Charter Township Master Plan Amendment 2017 be given 

final approval by the Oshtemo Charter Township Board, which reserved to itself the right 

to approve or reject Master Plan Amendment 2017, pursuant to Section 43 of the Act as 

implemented under Section 81.010 of the Township’s Planning Commission Enabling 

Ordinance effective October 16, 2009. 

 
 A motion was made by    Dusty Farmer       , seconded by   Fred Antosz     ,  to 
adopt the foregoing Resolution. 
 
 
 The following voted "Aye": 
 
  Cheri Bell, Fred Antosz, Ollie Chambers, Dusty Farmer, Mary Smith, 
 
 The following voted "Nay":    None 
 
 The following were absent:  Kathleen Garland-Rike 
      Bruce VanderWeele 
 
 
 The Planning Commission Chairman declared that the Resolution has been 
adopted. 





 

Memo 
To:  Oshtemo Charter Township Board 

  Planning Commission 

From:  Julie Johnston, AICP 

Date:  March 7, 2018 

Mtg. Date: March 13, 2018 

Subject:  Draft Master Plan Update 

OBJECTIVE 
 
Consideration of approval of the draft Master Plan Update. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Public Act 33 of 2008, Michigan Planning Enabling Act, requires local jurisdictions to review their 
master plans every five years to determine if updates are required.  After an assessment of the 
2011 Oshtemo Township Master Plan, the Planning Commission concluded that updates were 
needed.  The draft Master Plan Update includes four main chapters, as follows: 
 
Introduction and Planning Drivers: Outlines the demographic changes occurring in the Township 
that influence planning decisions. 
 
Rural Character Preservation Strategy: Details the goals and strategies for preserving rural 
properties and character within the western 2/3rds of the Township.  This section includes the 
detailed environmental mapping conducted by Western Michigan University and the public 
outreach steps taken to develop the proposed strategies. 
 
Maple Hill Drive South Sub-Area Plan: This Plan was based off a recommendation in the 2011 
Master Plan, which indicated this particular area of the Township was prime for redevelopment 
and a more detailed sub-area plan was needed.  The recommendations in the Sub-Area Plan 
are based on community outreach and careful consideration of the Planning Commission with 
regard to the uniqueness of this area and its location in that portion of the Township slated for 
more intense development. 
 
Future Land Use Plan: This section of the Update replaces the 2011 Future Land Use Chapter.  
Incremental alterations to the Future Land Use Map have been proposed to address changing 
conditions and support the planning drivers that are affecting the Township.  These changes 
mainly include the development of two new Districts, as follows: 
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Transitional Office District (replaces Transitional Mixed-Use District) 
There are several areas in the Township that could benefit from a district that serves as 
a buffer between existing commercial uses and/or transportation networks and adjacent 
residential uses. The use of a Transitional Office District is intended to mitigate the 
compatibility issues that often arise between higher intensity development and 
residential uses.   
 
This district replaces the previous Transitional Mixed-Use District, which allowed 
commercial development.  The Planning Commission felt commercial uses were 
adequately addressed under the existing commercial land use designations and within 
the Maple Hill, West Main, and 9th Street sub-area plans.  
 
Development envisioned for the Transitional Office District include primarily office and 
institutional uses. Office uses like financial institutions, professional service firms, 
medical facilities, and personal service establishments would be permitted. Institutional 
uses include churches, schools, daycare centers, libraries, post offices and other public 
buildings, and public recreation. The District would also allow medium density 
residential uses, such as duplexes and senior-oriented complexes.  
 
Public/Government District  
The primary uses found in this district are publicly owned properties like Township parks, 
libraries, cemeteries and governmental buildings. The placement of this district within the 
Future Land Use Map is to identify those areas of the Township where these types of uses 
are expected to continue well into the future. 

 
In addition, the Neighborhood Commercial “Nodes” were eliminated and instead specific 
boundaries for the Neighborhood Commercial District were more clearly defined.  The Village 
Commercial area was redefined as the Village Core District and the boundaries were 
established around 9th Street and Stadium Drive.  The remaining area of the old Village 
Commercial District were designated as Local Commercial and Transitional Office. 
 
Public Outreach 
 
A variety of public input has been garnered since the start of the Master Plan update.  
These opportunities included the following: 
 
1. Rural Character Preservation Strategy:  

• Online Community Mapping Tool – to share thoughts and opinions on rural 
character. 

• Design Workshop - offered various exercises aimed at evaluating different types/forms 
of development and selecting preferred design approaches which are consistent with 
rural character. 

• Flyers were mailed directly to all households within the area of the Township 
zoned Rural Residential, approximately the west two-thirds of Oshtemo inviting 
them to participate in the online mapping tool and design workshop. 

• Public Meeting – Planning Commission meeting where the draft recommendations 
were presented. Participants of previous outreach efforts were invited to attend 
and give input. 
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2. Maple Hill South Sub-Area Plan:   
• Design Workshop – participants were led through various exercises aimed at 

establishing a preferred development character for the area, including land use 
types, circulation routes, public amenities, and other considerations. 

• Flyers were mailed directly to over 300 property owners and households within 
approximately ¼ to ½ mile from the subject area.   

• Open House – reported out the draft Plan and allowed interested citizens an 
opportunity to share their views. Participants of the Design Workshop were 
specifically invited to attend. 

 
3.  Future Land Use Plan: 

• Open House – presentation of the proposed changes to the Future Land Use Map 
and an opportunity for interested citizens to provide input. 

• Online Survey – the Future Land Use documents were placed on our website and 
an online survey was generated to solicit further input on the Plan.  

 
In addition to the specific outreach meetings noted above, the Planning Commission held eight 
public work sessions throughout the development of the Master Plan.  Some of these work 
sessions were aimed at a specific focus area of the update and participants interested in that 
section of the Plan were invited to attend.  Also, copies of the separate sections of the Plan have 
been provided on the Township’s website as the drafts have been completed throughout this 
process. 
 
The Planning Commission held their required public hearing on the draft Master Plan Update on 
December 14, 2017.  An invitation was sent to the email list of attendees accumulated 
throughout the development of the Plan and notice was placed in the Kalamazoo Gazette and 
on Mlive.  Approximately 20 interested persons were in attendance and seven persons provided 
verbal comment on the plan.  At the conclusion of the public hearing, the Planning Commission 
forwarded a recommendation of approval of the draft Master Plan Update to the Township 
Board.  
 
On January 25, 2018, the Township Board held a joint meeting with the Planning Commission 
to review the draft Master Plan Update and answer any questions from the Board.  The meeting 
minutes are attached. 
 
Final Recommendation 
 
A small number of changes to the draft Update were presented to the Planning Commission at 
their February 22nd meeting.  These amendments have not been seen by the Township Board 
and included: 
 
• Page 10: The pie chart changed to include all of the generational segments to reach 100 

percent. 
 

• Page 14 and 15: The National and Emerging Housing Type Trends subsection was 
updated to indicate that the Township should consider the “missing middle” housing that is 
not as prevalent in our community.  A question was raised as to whether this subsection 
considered current housing stock, particularly apartments.  Clarification was added to the 
section that it is the housing between single-family and large apartment buildings that should 
be promoted. 
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• Page 31 through 35: The Rural Character Goals, Policies and Action Strategies were 

reorganized so that all of the policies and action strategies for a particular goal were located 
under that specific goal. The previous Plan was organized where all of the goals were stated, 
then all of the policies, and then the action strategies.  Now, the policies and action strategies 
for a particular goal are located immediately after that goal statement. 
 

• Page 45: Level of service for West Main Street was added to the Vehicular Transportation 
subsection. 
 

• Page 57: Under Non-Motorized Circulation and Connections, the words “and planned” 
were added to the sentence “Connections to existing and planned pedestrian networks 
outside of the sub-area, such as to the neighborhoods to the south, will be required.” 

 
The Planning Commission was amenable to these changes, believing they were positive 
improvements to the plan.  Their revised recommendation of approval to the Township Board 
now includes these amendments. 
 

 INFORMATION PROVIDED 
 

Master Plan Update – Draft (excluding appendix) 
 
A digital copy of the complete draft Master Plan Update, including the appendix, can be found 
at: http://www.oshtemo.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Complete-Draft-03-07-2018.pdf 
 
Meeting Minutes:  December 14, 2017 – Excerpt 
   January 25, 2018 
   February 22, 2018 - Excerpt 
        

http://www.oshtemo.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Complete-Draft-03-07-2018.pdf


2017Oshtemo Township Master Plan Update

Charter Township of Oshtemo
Kalamazoo County, Michigan

Draft Report, February 14, 2018
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Introduction
This 2017 Master Plan Update document is an addendum to the Oshtemo Township 2011 Master Plan, 
which was originally adopted by the Township Board on September 11, 2012, upon recommendation 
by the Township Planning Commission. This 2017 Master Plan Update was adopted by the Township on 
__________, 2017.

According to the Michigan Planning Enabling Act (P.A. 33 of 2008), the Planning Commission is required to 
review the master plan at least every five years and determine whether updates to the plan are necessary. 
Consistent with the Act, the Township Planning Commission has determined that this 2017 Master Plan 
Update is necessary to account for changing conditions and emerging trends, including increased growth 
pressures and new economic realities facing the Township. 

The primary purpose of the 2017 Master Plan Update is four-fold:
1. To document key trends influencing land use planning and development at the local level

2. To prepare a new Rural Character Preservation Strategy

3. To prepare a new sub-area plan for Maple Hill Drive South

4. To outline minor modifications to the Future Land Use Plan and Map

This document includes four chapters. The first three chapters supplement the original 2011 Master Plan. 
The fourth chapter, Future Land Use Plan, replaces Chapter 8 from the 2011 Master Plan. 



        8                                              DRAFT REPORT 2-14-18

Planning Drivers
As a framework for the evaluations and proposals included in this 2017 
Master Plan Update, this “planning drivers” narrative documents the key 
local, state, and national trends which are influencing planning and de-
velopment decisions at the local level. 

Population Trends and Projections
Within the United States, total population is on the rise. The U.S. popu-
lation passed the 300 million mark in 2006 and stands at 317 million as 
of November 2013.  Further, the U.S. population is projected to cross the 
400 million mark by 2051. Notably, the U.S. is alone among industrialized 
nations experiencing substantial population growth.1

At the local level, population growth is steady and strong. Between 1980 
and 2010, Oshtemo Township’s population nearly doubled, from 10,958 
to 21,705. Projections from the 2011 Master Plan suggest that the Town-
ship’s population will continue to increase steadily, reaching more than 
33,000 residents by the year 2040. (See Figure 1)

Although the projections from the 2011 Master Plan are somewhat 
dated, they are consistent with outside data sources such as Esri’s Demo-
graphic and Income Profile, which indicates that the Township’s popu-
lation stands at 22,671 as of 2016 and is expected to increase to 23,575 
by 2021. Thus, the 2011 Master Plan projections are determined to be 
reasonable and appropriate for planning purposes in this 2017 Master 
Plan Update.

Data ConClusion: ExpECtED population growth will rEsult in Contin-
uED DEmanD for morE housing anD sErviCEs in oshtEmo township.

1 Paragraph Sources: U.S. Census Bureau Projections Show a Slower Growing, Older, More Diverse 
Nation a Half Century from Now. U.S. Census Bureau, December 12, 2012; The Next 100 Million. By 
Arthur C. Nelson and Robert E. Lang. Planning Magazine, January 2007.

Population, Household and Family Growth
Over the next 5 years, the number of citizens, households and families 
within Oshtemo Township is expected to expand at an annual rate that 
is close to the national average. However, Oshtemo Township’s annual 
population, household and family growth rates are nearly triple those of 
the State of Michigan as a whole. (See Table 1 and Table 2)

Data ConClusion: ExpECtED population, housEholD anD family 
growth will rEsult in ContinuED DEmanD for morE housing anD sEr-
viCEs in oshtEmo township.
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Figure 1
Population Trends and Projections

Oshtemo Township, 1980-2040
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Table 1
Population, Household and Family Trends and Estimates

Oshtemo Township, 2010-2021

CATEGORY 2010 2016 2021

Population 21,705 22,671 23,575
Households 9,708 10,077 10,465
Families 4,787 4,897 5,048

POPULATION HOUSEHOLDS FAMILIES
Oshtemo Township, MI 0.79% 0.76% 0.61%
Michigan 0.23% 0.28% 0.16%
United States 0.84% 0.79% 0.72%

2016 - 2021 ANNUAL GROWTH RATE ESTIMATES
GEOGRAPHY

Source: Esri Demographic and Income Profile, 2016

Table 2
Population, Household and Family Growth Rates

Oshtemo Township, Michigan and United States, 2016-2021

Source: Esri Demographic and Income Profile, 2016

Diversity
At both the national and local level, trends point toward increasing pop-
ulation diversity. For the United States, the following statistics demon-
strate changing demographics:2

• Minorities account for 37% of the U.S. population as of 2012

• Minorities will account for 57% of the U.S. population by 2060

• The Hispanic population will more than double, from 53 million in 
2012 to 129 million by 2060

• The U.S. will become a majority-minority nation for the first time in 
2043

Within Oshtemo Township, based on Esri’s Demographic and Income 
Profile, the white population will dip from 80.0% of the total population 
in 2010 to 76.0% in 2021, while minority races will all increase during the 
same time period.

Data ConClusion: inCrEasingly DivErsE CitizEns may rEquirE variED 
sErviCEs, housing, shopping, anD rECrEational options within oshtE-
mo township.

2 Paragraph Sources: U.S. Census Bureau Projections Show a Slower Growing, Older, More Diverse 
Nation a Half Century from Now. U.S. Census Bureau, December 12, 2012.
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Generational Composition
Community planning must respond to the services different age groups 
will demand. Therefore, it is important to identify the composition of 
local residents by age cohort.  Figure 2 shows the generational com-
position of Oshtemo Township as of 2010.  The “Veteran Generation”, 
comprised of those who in 2010 were age 65 or older, contains 15.1% of 
the Township population. The “Baby Boomers”, who were 45 to 64 years 
old in 2010, comprise 22.2% of the population. “Generation X”, who were 
35 to 44 years old in 2010, makes up 9.7% of the Township population. 
“Generation Y”, who were between 20 and 34 years old in 2010, com-
prises the largest segment of the Township population at 30.1%. Finally, 
“Generation Z”, who were less than 20 years old in 2010, comprises 22.8% 
of the Township population.

Two key generational trends are occurring at the national level. First, the 
Baby Boomer generation is aging. This is demonstrated by the growth 
in the age groups containing citizens 55 years and older. Within the U.S. 
between 2015 and 2060, the 55 to 64 age population will increase from 
83 million to 97 million. During this same time, the 65+ age population 
will double from 48 million to 92 million. The 85+ age population will 
triple from 6 million to 18 million. A second key generational trend is 
the growth in Generation Y, which numbered 73 million in 2000, and will 
increase to 82 million by 2030. The growth in the U.S. population aged 
20 to 29 alone will increase from approximately 38 million citizens to 44 
million citizens over a 15 year span.3

Data ConClusion: planning poliCiEs in oshtEmo township must 
rECognizE thE nEEDs anD prEfErEnCEs of agE groups suCh as thE aging 
BaBy BoomErs anD thE growing gEnEration y. 

3 Paragraph Source: Projections of the Population by Selected Age Groups and Sex for the United 
States: 2015 to 2060. U.S. Census Bureau, December 2012.

Source: 2010 U.S. Census

Figure 2
Generational Composition
Oshtemo Township, 2010
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Age Trends and Estimates
As shown in Figure 3, households within the United States are increas-
ingly becoming older. Although all household types are expected to 
grow within the U.S. between 2000 and 2025, the number of households 
headed by a householder older than 65 years is expected to nearly dou-
ble, from just over 20 million households to just under 40 million.

Figure 4 illustrates the various age groups within Oshtemo Township 
and their changing composition (percentage) of the overall Township 
population as of 2010, 2016 and 2021. The only age group which grew 
as a percentage of the total population between 2010 and 2016, and 
which is also expected to grow through 2021, is the 65 years and older 
age group. (The 35 to 44 years age group declined between 2010 and 
2016, but is expected to grow slightly through 2021.) The age group with 
the sharpest decline between 2010 and 2021 was the 20 to 34 years age 
group (2.1 percentage point decline). However, the 20 to 34 years age 
group still makes up the largest segment of the Township’s population.

Median age trends and estimates also demonstrate an aging population. 
The Township’s median age increased from 32.3 years in 2010 to 33.6 
years in 2016. The median age is expected to further increase to 35.6 
years by 2021.

Data ConClusion: an aging population will impaCt thE typE of 
sErviCEs nEEDED anD prEfErEnCEs for housing, transportation, rECrE-
ation, shopping, anD othEr amEnitiEs. 
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Figure 4
Age Group Trends and Estimates
Oshtemo Township, 2010-2021

Source: Esri Demographic and Income Profile, 2016
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        12                                              DRAFT REPORT 2-14-18

Tapestry Segmentation and Lifestyle Characteristics
Various commercial data services, including Esri, provide demographic 
analyses which identify certain lifestyle characteristics from traditional 
demographic data. These analyses go beyond income, age, and employ-
ment and assess the lifestyle characteristics of populations and address 
subjects like housing type preferences, spending habits, leisure prefer-
ences, and family associations.

Esri’s Tapestry Segmentation is a geodemographic system that identifies 
68 distinctive markets in the U.S. based on socioeconomic and demo-
graphic characteristics to provide an accurate, comprehensive profile of 
U.S. consumers. Of the 68 tapestry segments within the United States, six 
are found in Oshtemo Township, the largest segment being the College 
Town segment, followed by Retirement Communities and Green Acres. 
(See Table 3)

As developed by Esri, a detailed “profile” for each of the six tapestry seg-
ments found within Oshtemo Township is included in the Appendix. The 
sidebar on the next page includes a narrative description for the Top 3 
tapestry segments within Oshtemo Township.

Data ConClusion: planning poliCiEs in oshtEmo township must rEC-
ognizE thE lifEstylE prEfErEnCEs of its CitizEnry, as DoCumEntED in thE 
tapEstry profilE. 

Housing
Housing data for this section was obtained from Esri’s Housing Profile for 
Oshtemo Township. As can be expected in a community with a growing 
population, the total number of housing units within Oshtemo Town-
ship has increased since 2010 and is expected to continue to increase 
through 2021. (See Figure 5) Overall demand for housing is on the rise, 
as evidenced by a decline in the housing vacancy rate from 8.9% in 2010 
to 7.3% by 2021. This comparatively low vacancy rate (the State-wide 
vacancy rate is approximately 15%) also demonstrates a tight housing 
market. Finally, the overall value of housing within Oshtemo Township is 
expected to increase, from a median value of $188,646 in 2016 (average 
value of $194,779) to $204,238 by 2021 (average value of $212,149). 

TAPESTRY SEGMENT 2016

College Towns 37.3%
Retirement Communitieis 17.1%
Green Acres 13.5%
Exurbanites 10.8%
Middleburg 10.7%
Old and Newcomers 10.7%
TOTALS 100.0%

Source: Esri Tapestry Segmentation Area Profile, 2016

Table 3
Tapestry Segmentation

Oshtemo Township, 2016

Source: Esri Tapestry Segmentation Area Profile
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Figure 5
Housing Unit Trends and Estimates

Oshtemo Township, 2010-2021

Source: Esri Housing Profile, 2016

Data ConClusion: high DEmanD for nEw housing will lEaD to hous-
ing unit growth anD a tight loCal housing markEt will ContriButE to 
highEr housing unit valuEs. 
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Who Are We?
Top 3 Community Tapestry Segments in Oshtemo Township

College Towns
About half the residents of College Towns are enrolled in college, while the rest work for a college or 
the services that support it. Students have busy schedules, but make time between studying and part-
time jobs for socializing and sports. Students that are new to managing their own finances tend to 
make impulse buys and splurge on the latest fashions. This digitally engaged group uses computers 
and cell phones for all aspects of life including shopping, school work, news, social media, and enter-
tainment. College Towns are all about new experiences, and residents seek out variety and adventure 
in their lives.

Retirement Communities
Retirement Communities neighborhoods are evenly distributed across the country. They combine 
single-family homes and independent living with apartments, assisted living, and continuous care 
nursing facilities. Over half of the housing units are in multi unit structures, and the majority of resi-
dents have a lease. This group enjoys watching cable TV and stays up-to-date with newspapers and 
magazines. Residents take pride in fiscal responsibility and keep a close eye on their finances. Although 
income and net worth are well below national averages, residents enjoy going to the theater, golfing, 
and taking vacations. While some residents enjoy cooking, many have paid their dues in the kitchen 
and would rather dine out.

Green Acres
The Green Acres lifestyle features country living and self-reliance. They are avid do-it-yourselfers, 
maintaining and remodeling their homes, with all the necessary power tools to accomplish the jobs. 
Gardening, especially growing vegetables, is also a priority, again with the right tools, tillers, tractors, 
and riding mowers. Outdoor living also features a variety of sports: hunting and fishing, motorcycling, 
hiking and camping, and even golf. Self-described conservatives, residents of Green Acres remain pes-
simistic about the near future yet are heavily invested in it.

Content and Imagery Source: Esri Tapestry Segmentation Profile
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National and Emerging Housing Type Trends
Since the middle of the twentieth century, the single-family detached 
home has played a dominant role in the housing market. Owning such 
a home was widely considered the primary element of the “American 
Dream.” A strong economy, the development of the interstate highway 
system, favorable tax laws, and easy financing led to rapid development 
of the suburbs with predominantly low-density housing. The home-
ownership rate soared, reaching nearly 70% by the mid-2000s. However, 
the “Great Recession” that hit in late 2007 brought a housing market 
crash whose impacts are still felt today. Recovery from the recession has 
occurred, but the characteristics of the housing market appear to have 
moved in a different direction, steered by various demographic chang-
es occurring within the United States. These changes include racial and 
ethnic diversification, a growing immigrant population, and an increas-
ing percentage of non-traditional households. However, the growth and 
evolving preferences of the Baby Boomers and Generation Y has also had 
a major impact on housing supply and demand.

Once preferring large-lot detached homes, the aging Baby Boomer gen-
eration (born 1946 to 1964) is expanding the nation’s senior population 
and increasing demand for “downsized” units and housing that caters 
to the needs of seniors. Despite a preference for many to age in place, a 
large number of Baby Boomers will be in search of new housing. Accord-
ing to housing market researcher Arthur C. Nelson, when those age 65 
and older move, 80% will vacate single-family houses, but only 41% will 
move back into single-family units; the other 59% will located in multi-
ple-family units.4 

Now entering the housing market, Generation Y (those born between 
the early 1980s and the early 2000s) will account for 75% to 80% of the 
owner-occupied housing absorbed by people under 65 before 2020.5  
Different from their parents living preferences, this generation prefers 

4 Paragraph Source: Robert Steuteville, “The Coming Housing Calamity,” New Urban News, June 
2011.

5 Source: “Demographic Challenges and Opportunities for U.S. Housing Markets,” Bipartisan Policy 
Center, March 2012.

housing in mixed-use urban environments and increasingly views rent-
ing as an advantageous option.

The following statistics demonstrate the changing trends and emerging 
preferences related to housing types:

• Since 2009, the number of owner-occupied housing units has fall-
en by over 300,000, while the number of renter occupied-housing 
units has risen by over 3 million6 

• Renting is more appealing across all age groups, all parts of the 
U.S., city, suburb, small town and rural7 

• The groups that are growing the fastest are people in their mid-20s 
and empty-nesters in their 50s. These are the groups that are most 
likely to seek an alternative to low-density, single-family housing.8 

• More than 60% of Generation Y would prefer to live in a sin-
gle-family dwelling. However, while this generation prefers sin-
gle-family development, they do not have the financial resources 
to afford this type of product. They have been hit hard by the 
recession as they’ve entered independent adulthood. This has 
reduced their income and limited their ability to form households 
and attain homeownership.9 

• The projected need for new housing units between 2005 and 2030 
is equally divided between attached units including apartments, 
townhouses and condos, and small lots (on less than 1/6 acre), 
with no net increase projected in the need for houses on larger 
lots10 

6 Source: Ryan Noonan, “Understanding the Trend in Multi-Family Housing Growth During the 
Recovery”, Economic and Statistics Administration, November 25, 2013.

7 Source: Jeffery Gundlach, Doubleline Capital CEO, as reported by ThinkAdvisor.com, May 7, 2014.

8 Source: Urban Land Institute, Higher Density Development: Myth or Fact, 2005
9 Source: 2011 National Community Preference Survey by the National Association of Realtors; 
RLCO Consumer Research Data; and, Bipartisan Policy Center, “Demographic Challenges and Op-
portunities for U.S. Housing Markets”, March 2012.
10 Source: John Pitkin and Dowell Myers, “U.S. Housing Trends: Generational Changes and the 
Outlook to 2050”, 2008.
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• Americans’ ideal communities have a mix of houses, places to walk, 
and amenities within an easy walk or close drive. Only 12% say 
they would prefer a suburban neighborhood with houses only11 

Data ConClusion: national housing typE trEnDs suggEst that Com-
munitiEs shoulD EnDEavor to proviDE a DivErsifiED housing stoCk 
that offErs grEatEr housing ChoiCE for inDiviDuals of all lifEstylEs 
anD agEs. in suBurBan amEriCa, fEw options for moDEratE-DEnsity 
housing Exist, whErEas low-DEnsity housing (singlE-family DEtaChED 
homEs) anD high-DEnsity housing (apartmEnt ComplExEs) arE prEva-
lEnt. thE “gap” of moDEratE-DEnsity housing Can BE fillED By “missing 
miDDlE” housing typEs suCh as DuplExEs, fourplExEs, townhousEs anD 
livE/work units.

Economic Trends -- “Placemaking” as an Economic Development Tool
According to the Michigan Economic Development Corporation, “place-
making” or “place-based economic development” aims to create quality 
places where people want to live, work, play and learn. It is driven by the 
economic imperative that businesses must attract and retain talent in 
order to succeed.12 

The idea of using sense of place as an economic development tool has 
been growing in momentum and now is firmly entrenched throughout 
the State. In fact, the State of Michigan is building its economic develop-
ment model on the idea of placemaking. Simplified, the idea of place-
making is to celebrate those elements that define a community -- the 
spaces, the culture and the quality of life -- to attract a range of new busi-
nesses and investments.

The age of providing tax breaks to lure industrial development and even 
the age of industrial or manufacturing growth as the primary pieces of 
economic development are over. While this may have hurt Michigan’s 
economy over the last decade, the shifts in the economy have the poten-
11 Source: National Association of Realtors, “The 2011 Community Preference Survey”, March 2011.
12 Source: “Placemaking.” Michigan Economic Development Corporation. https://www.miplace.org/
communities/placemaking/ Accessed April 2017.

tial to benefit the long term growth of a sustainable economy through-
out the State, and locally in Kalamazoo and Oshtemo Township. A new 
economic development strategy for Oshtemo Township and the larger 
region will be the marketing of, and investments toward, its high quality 
of life, business districts, neighborhoods, educational and cultural in-
stitutions, public school system, natural amenities, and access to recre-
ational and outdoor amenities.

The following eight “assets of place” should be considered by the Town-
ship as focus areas for the implementation of place-based economic de-
velopment through planning and zoning policies as well as investment 
decisions.13

1. Physical Design & Walkability

2. Green Initiatives (the way we use natural resources)

3. Arts & Culture

4. Entrepreneurship

5. Multiculturalism & the Global Workforce

6. Messaging & Technology

7. More Transportation Choices

8. Education & Institutions as an Anchor

Data ConClusion: thE township shoulD promotE thE Eight assEts of 
plaCE in its planning anD zoning poliCiEs anD invEstmEnt DECisions, 
sEEking to CrEatE quality plaCEs whErE pEoplE want to livE, work, 
play anD lEarn.

13 Source: The Economics of Place: The Value of Building Communities Around People. Edited by 
Colleen Layton, Tawny Pruitt & Kim Cekola. Michigan Municipal League. 2011.
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Planning Drivers Conclusions
As documented in the following analysis, there are a handful of key fac-
tors that will continue to influence the direction of planning and devel-
opment within Oshtemo Township. 

Population, household, and family growth at the local level is leading to 
an increased demand for housing during the next 5 to 10-year planning 
horizon.  The population of Oshtemo is expected to increase by close to 
1,000 persons by 2021.  With an average household size of 2.21 persons, 
housing is expected to increase by at least 460 units. Comparatively low 
vacancy rates (approximately 7% for Oshtemo in comparison to 15% for 
Michigan) demonstrate a tight housing market and will contribute to 
increased housing values. In addition, the changing housing trends sug-
gest the Township should offer a more diversified housing stock, provid-
ing greater choice.  For example, the groups that are growing the fastest 
in the housing market are people in their mid-20’s and empty-nester’s in 
the mid- to late-50’s.  Both of these groups are likely to seek alternative 
housing styles like multi-unit housing, townhouses, attached condomini-
ums, and site condominiums on small, manageable lots.

In addition to housing, the increasingly diverse population (ages, eth-
nicities, lifestyles, etc.) of Oshtemo Township will require more varied 
services, shopping, transportation, and recreational options.  The vari-
ation of services to address a more diverse population will primarily be 
private-market driven.  However, the planning policies and regulatory 
requirements of the Township must recognize the lifestyle preferences 
of its citizenry, specifically of differing age groups like the Baby Boomers 
and the growing Generation Y.   One way to assist with varied economic 
development opportunities is to encourage “placemaking” as a tool to 
create quality places where people want to live, work, play, and learn.  
Incorporating the eight “assets of place” tools into the regulatory require-
ments of development helps to define Oshtemo and its culture, hopeful-
ly attracting a range of new businesses and investments.



Rural Character Preservation Strategy
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[Insert Photo Here]

Rural Character Vision Statement for the Study Area:
AppreciAte, preserve, protect And enhAnce the nAturAl And built environment of ru-
rAl oshtemo township in A wAy thAt honors its trAditionAl rurAl lifestyle, nAturAl 

hAbitAts And environmentAlly sensitive lAnds, AgriculturAl lAnds And enterprises, 
historic And culturAl resources, scenic vistAs, And recreAtionAl Amenities, while 

Allowing for limited And compAtible low-density residentiAl development, As well As 
limited service uses.
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Introduction
What is rural character? Certainly, the qualities or characteristics that define rural character are different 
depending on the perspective of the person who is asked the question. Regardless of the answer, it is clear 
that more people are attracted to the intrinsic qualities of rural areas, whether it is the agrarian lifestyle, 
natural landscapes, or low-density development patterns. The natural and social value of rural areas is being 
increasingly recognized, including the key contributions that rural areas provide to food production and the 
local economy, as well as the environmentally significant lands that are preserved within rural areas. Given 
the importance and attraction of rural areas, communities are recognizing the critical need to identify and 
preserve cherished rural characteristics so that they can be enjoyed for future generations.

The Future Land Use Map of the 2011 Oshtemo Township Master Plan identifies the majority of the western 
half of Oshtemo for Rural Residential use (refer to Figure 8.1 in the 2011 Plan).  The Master Plan calls for this 
area to include a mixture of predominantly residential and agricultural use of a rural and low-density char-
acter. The Plan also calls for the protection and preservation of natural features within the area and the rural 
character it defines. As a supplement to this vision, this Rural Character Preservation Strategy establishes an 
implementation approach to achieve that vision. This strategy has been established with a thorough under-
standing of existing conditions of the area and direct engagement of area residents and stakeholders.

Study Area
The general study area for this Rural Character Preservation Strategy is shown on Map 1. In total, the study 
area encompasses approximately 15,200 acres or slightly less than 24 square miles. 
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Existing Conditions Assessment

Transportation Network
The road network within the study area is shown on Map 1. One state 
highway, West Main Street (M-43), traverses through the study area. 
M-43 is a five-lane road east of 2nd Street and a two-lane road west of 
2nd Street. County primary roads within the study area include portions 
of West G Avenue, West KL Avenue, Stadium Avenue, 4th Street, 2nd 
Street, Almena Drive and Van Kal Street. These county primary roads are 
generally paved two-lane roads. The remainder of the roads in the study 
area are either county local roads or private/unclassified roads. These 
roads are typically paved 2-lane roads. 

Land Use Patterns
The existing land uses within the study area are illustrated on Map 2. 
Of the total study area acreage, approximately half is currently utilized 
for residential purposes, of which is primarily low-density single-family 
residential use. (It should be noted that if a property is occupied by a 
single-family dwelling, the entire property is  classified as residential use. 
Thus, the percentage of the study area dedicated to residential use is 
somewhat misleading, as in many cases, only a small portion of the prop-
erty is occupied by a dwelling while the larger remaining portion of the 
property is open.) Generally, residential land use is scattered throughout 
the study area. 

Consisting of farmsteads and/or cultivated land, agricultural use is found 
scattered throughout the study area (accounting for approximately 17% 
of the study area). Vacant or undeveloped lands comprise approximate-
ly 25% of the study area. Other land uses within the study area include 
Public, Semi-Public and Utilities (3%), Commercial (1%), and Industrial 
(<1%). 

Map 1
Study Area and Road Network
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Map 2
Existing Land Use Map
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Public Water and Sanitary Sewer Availability
At present, only a small portion of the study area has access to public 
water service. Generally, these public water lines have been extended 
into the study area in response to water well contamination from the 
KL Avenue landfill. An even smaller portion of the study area has access 
to public sanitary service. Map 3 shows the locations of existing public 
water and sanitary sewer lines in the study area. 

Rural Natural Features
At the end of 2016, the W.E. Upjohn Center for the Study of GIS and Geo-
graphical Change at Western Michigan University conducted a mapping 
study for Oshtemo Township related to natural features. The goal of the 
project was to accurately locate natural features that contribute to the 
quality of life and rural character of Oshtemo Township. Community 
resources were identified through the use of quality data sources and 
state-of-the-art geographic information science techniques. Special 
emphasis was given to the delineation of natural features and areas that 
would have an affect on community planning and zoning decisions.

The natural resource inventory covered the following elements:
• Existing protected areas and greenspace

• Hydrology

• Topography

• Soils

• Vegetation

• Viewsheds

Using the natural features GIS data as developed by the W.E. Upjohn 
Center, a series of maps have been prepared, which are included and de-
scribed on the following pages. The complete W.E. Upjohn Center natural 
features report is included in the Appendix.
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Hydraulic resources are illustrated on Map 4, including rivers, lakes, 
wetlands, and groundwater recharge areas (groundwater recharge is the 
process by which groundwater resources are replenished through drain-
age from the soil). The benefits of these hydraulic resources are numer-
ous, including the provision of wetland habitat, improved water quality, 
and the recreational value of water bodies.

Steep slopes within Oshtemo Township, as derived either through a 
Digital Elevation Model or soil surveys, are illustrated on Map 5. Slopes 
and varied topography may provide visual aesthetic appeal, while steep 
slopes pose limitations to development. Improper development within 
steep slop areas can also lead to hazards such as erosion and sedimenta-
tion. 

According to the natural features report, the soils in Oshtemo Township 
are generally sandy loams, which means that they have high value for 
agricultural production, but present a number of limitations to develop-
ment. Map 6 illustrates the soil erodibility or “K” factor within Oshtemo 
Township. The K factor considers the susceptibility of a particular soil to 
erosion and the rate of water runoff from that soil. Soils with low K factor 
values resist erosion, while soils with higher K factor values are more 
susceptible to erosion. 

Soils in Oshtemo Township which present septic tank limitations are 
illustrated on Map 7. Due mostly to poor filtration and slow percolation, 
these soils represent limitations to septic tank absorption fields, where 
effluent from a septic tank can be distributed into the soil. 

Map 8 illustrates the areas in Oshtemo Township that have dense forest 
cover (greater than 65% forest cover density) and those dense forest 
areas which are visible from a public road. In addition to visible forest-
ed areas, Map 9 also shows rolling hill locations (slopes greater than 
12%) which are visible from public roads. These areas provide important 
woodland habitat and contribute to scenic beauty.
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As a means to quantify the combination of natural resources in the 
Township, the W.E. Upjohn report mapped “high value resources,” repre-
senting an aggregation of the resources and limitations to development 
including wetlands, high groundwater recharge, moderate slope, im-
portant agricultural land, high soil erodibility, severe limitations to septic, 
dense forest, visibility of dense forest, and visibility of rolling forested 
hills. These high value resources are illustrated on Map 10. 

Community Input

Community Remarks Online Mapping Tool
To engage residents, property owners and other community stakehold-
ers in the development of the Rural Character Preservation Strategy, 
Community Remarks, a “comment mapping” web-based survey instru-
ment was developed. This engagement tool allowed for citizens to 
conveniently post their ideas, comments, and concerns to the website 
and relate them to a specific geographic area. Several topic areas were 
pre-established as a guide for the type of comments that the Township 
was looking to receive. These topics included:

• Natural Resources

• Historic and Cultural Resources

• Transportation

• Agricultural Production

• Viewsheds

• Recreation

• Land Use and Development

• Economy

The availability of the community comment map was widely advertised, 
including a mailer which was sent to all property owners within the 
study area in late 2016. 
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Based on the comments received through the community comment 
tool, a summary Sites of Importance Map has been prepared and is 
included in this section (Map 11). As can be seen, a variety of specific 
locations in the study area were identified as sites of importance which 
contribute to rural character. Several stretches of scenic/natural roads 
were identified, including Wolf Drive in the northwestern corner of the 
Township, West J Avenue, West KL Avenue, and West L Avenue. Six specif-
ic locations were identified as providing important natural habitat, scat-
tered throughout the study area. Similarly, several locations containing 
existing agricultural operations or land were identified. Finally, several 
cultural, civic or recreational sites were identified as being important to 
rural character. These sites included a church, Township Hall and recre-
ational areas.

A variety of other general comments were submitted on the community 
comment map tool. Related to the topic of natural features, common 
themes included:

• Continue and protect important farmland

• Protect forested areas which provide important natural habitat

• Concern about subdivision/condominium development in pristine 
natural areas

• Respect private property rights, including farmers right to use and 
sell land
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Related to transportation, beyond the identification of stretches of 
scenic/natural roads, several locations were identified as being danger-
ous, having traffic concerns, or generally in need of improvement. These 
included Van Kal Street, between West KL Avenue and M-43, the inter-
section of Van Kal at Almena, the curve on Almena, south of M-43, the 
intersection of M-43 and 6th Street, and the intersection of 2nd and West 
J Avenue.

In general, related to the topic of agricultural production, there was clear 
support for the continuance and protection of important farmland with-
in the study area.

Related to the topic of land use and development, common themes 
included:

• Concern about subdivision/condominium development in pristine 
natural areas

• Support for protection of important natural areas such as forested 
lands

• Concern about the “parcelization” of large lots into smaller lots for 
development, which can’t be undone

• Some support for clustered residential development which keeps 
agricultural land and/or open space

Rural Character Alternatives Workshop
In the Winter of 2017, a Rural Character Alternatives Workshop was held 
at the Township Hall. In total, more than 60 interested citizens attended 
the workshop. 

Rural Character Compatible Use Survey
A key component of the workshop was a survey related to rural charac-
ter compatible uses. Attendees were given a short survey that listed a 
variety of types of rural (or potentially rural) uses, such as farm stands, 
wedding barns, and seed supply stores. Respondents were asked if such 
uses are not appropriate in the study area, appropriate in the study area 
with no limitations, or appropriate in the study area with limitations. For 
each use, they were also asked to indicate potential negative impacts 

that may result from such uses (i.e., traffic, property values, public ser-
vices). 

Table 4 is a summary of the results of this exercise. Of the land uses list-
ed in the survey, the ones which were voted as being “most appropriate” 
(highest percentage of votes as appropriate, either appropriate with no 
limitations or appropriate with limitations) within rural areas included: 
Greenhouses/Plant Nurseries (100%); Commercial/Riding Stables (98%); 
Winery/Brewery/Tasting Room (94%); and, Agri-Tourism (92%). The land 
uses which were voted as being “least appropriate” (highest percentage 
of votes as not appropriate) within rural areas included: Race Courses 
(67%); and, Shooting Ranges/Game Clubs (57%). 

Residential Design Alternatives Exercise
A second key exercise asked attendees to work in groups to evaluate 
four alternative residential design concept plans for a 96 acre site in a 
rural location (the site was not located in Oshtemo Township). The four 
design alternatives each employed different approaches to development 
of the site, as described and illustrated in this section.

Response 

Land Use 

Agri-
Tourism 

Agri-
Business 

Winery/ 
Brewery/ 

Tasting 
Room 

Race 
Courses 

Farm 
Implement 

Sales 

Storage/ 
Ware-

housing 

Shooting 
Ranges/ 

Game 
Clubs 

Commercial/ 
Riding 
Stables 

Green-
houses/ 

Plant 
Nurseries 

% of 
Votes 

% of 
Votes 

% of 
Votes 

% of 
Votes % of Votes % of 

Votes 
% of 

Votes % of Votes % of 
Votes 

Not 
Appropriate 
in Study 
Area 

8% 29% 6% 67% 24% 22% 57% 2% 0% 

Appropriate 
in Study 
Area 
Generally 
with No 
Limitations 

29% 12% 27% 4% 25% 12% 2% 42% 37% 

Appropriate 
in Study 
Area but 
with 
Limitations 

63% 59% 67% 29% 51% 67% 41% 56% 63% 

 

Table 4
Rural Character Compatible Use Survey Results

Rural Character Alternatives Workshop, February 2017
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Alternative A sought to maximize density as allowed by current Oshte-
mo Township zoning, with no provision for open space.

• 53 total lots

• Approx. minimum lot sizes of 1.5 acres

• O% preserved open space 

Alternative B sought to maximize density as allowed by the Oshtemo 
Township zoning ordinance’s “open space” development option. 

• 90 total lots

• Approx. minimum lot sizes of 0.5 acres

• 40% preserved open space

Alternative C employed the “large lot/low density” approach to rural 
preservation, ensuring a low overall density, large lots and generous 
setbacks. 

• 25 total lots

• Approx. minimum lot sizes of 3 acres

• 7% preserved open space

Alternative D sought a low overall density but proposed smaller lot siz-
es in order to preserve site features such as agricultural land and wood-
lands. 

• 25 total lots

• Approx. minimum lot sizes of 1.5 acres

• 50% preserved open space

Small groups (10 total) were each provided with an evaluation work-
sheet, which prompted the group to work together to rank each alter-
native based on specific objectives, such as farmland preservation or 
natural resource protection. On the whole, Alternative D received the 
broadest support as the alternative which was most effective at preserv-
ing rural character.
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Rural Character
Workshop:

Design
Alternatives

Exercise

Alternative A

*The project site is not located
  within Oshtemo Township.

Project Statistics:
Total Area = 96 acres
SF Development Sites = 53
Density = 0.55 units per acre
Typical Min. Lot Size = 1.5 acres
Common Open Space = 0 acres
Open Space Ratio = 0%
Road R.O.W. = 11.1 acres

Maximize density as allowed by current zoning
Smaller lots (min. necessary for well/septic)
Overall design influenced by desire to maximize site area

Design Concepts Employed:

PATHWAYS
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Rural Character
Workshop:

Design
Alternatives

Exercise

Alternative B

*The project site is not located
  within Oshtemo Township.

Project Statistics:
Total Area = 96 acres
SF Development Sites = 90
Density = 0.94 units per acre
Typical Min. Lot Size = 0.5 acres
Common Open Space = 38 acres
Open Space Ratio = 40%
Road R.O.W. = 11.9 acres

Maximize density as allowed by zoning "open space" option
Small clustered lots and smaller house footprints
Signficant natural open space with trail system
Overall design influenced by 40% open space requirement, 
    but desire to maximize remainder of site for development

Design Concepts Employed:

NATURAL
OPEN
SPACE

NATURAL
OPEN
SPACE

PATHWAYS

Design Alternative A

Design Alternative B
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Rural Character
Workshop:

Design
Alternatives

Exercise

Alternative C

*The project site is not located
  within Oshtemo Township.

Project Statistics:
Total Area = 96 acres
SF Development Sites = 25
Density = 0.26 units per acre
Typical Min. Lot Size = 3 acres
Common Open Space = 7 acres
Open Space Ratio = 7.3%
Road R.O.W. = 7.6 acres

Low overall density
Large lots
Generous yard setbacks
Some common open space with trail system
Overall design influenced by desire to maximize site area

Design Concepts Employed:

COMMON
COMMUNITY

SPACE
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Rural Character
Workshop:

Design
Alternatives

Exercise

Alternative D

*The project site is not located
  within Oshtemo Township.

Project Statistics:
Total Area = 96 acres
SF Development Sites = 25
Density = 0.26 units per acre
Typical Min. Lot Size = 1.5 acres
Common Open Space = 50 acres
Open Space Ratio = 52%
Road R.O.W. = 6.6 acres

Low overall density
Smaller lots (min. necessary for well/septic)
Minimal front yard setbacks (houses near streets)
Functional common space 
Natural open space with trail system
Overall design influenced by both natural resource
    protection and protection of agricultural land

Design Concepts Employed:
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Design Alternative D

Below is a summary of each group’s general findings (see also Figure 6). 
• Group 1 – Overall, this group indicated a preference for Alterna-

tives C and D that “look more rural residential for both the resi-
dents and surrounding neighbors.

• Group 2 – Alternative D was ranked as most effective at preserving 
the various components of rural character listed on the worksheet, 
followed by Alternatives C, A and B

• Group 3 – Alternative D was ranked as most effective at preserving 
the various components of rural character listed on the worksheet, 
followed by Alternatives C, B and A

• Group 4 – Alternative D was ranked as most effective at preserving 
the various components of rural character listed on the worksheet, 
followed by Alternatives C, A and B

• Group 5 – Alternative D was ranked as most effective at preserving 
the various components of rural character listed on the worksheet, 
followed by Alternatives C, A and B

• Group 6 – This group determined that all but one alternative (Al-
ternative D) “even approaches preservation of rural character”

• Group 7 – Alternative C was ranked as most effective at preserving 
the various components of rural character listed on the worksheet, 
followed by Alternatives D, A and B (tie for A and B)

• Group 8 – Alternative D was ranked as most effective at preserving 
the various components of rural character listed on the worksheet, 
followed by Alternatives C, B and A

• Group 9 – Alternative D was ranked as most effective at preserving 
the various components of rural character listed on the worksheet, 
followed by Alternatives B, C and A

• Group 10 – Alternative D was ranked as most effective at preserv-
ing natural resources, agricultural production/farmland, scenic 
viewsheds, and recreation. Alternative C was ranked as most 
effective at preserving private property rights, motorized trans-
portation (traffic flow, efficiency, safety), and efficiency/capacity of 
community services. 
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Rural Character Preservation Strategic Plan
Oshtemo Township has long recognized the value of the agricultural 
lands, natural habitats, and rural countryside of the western portion of 
the Township. The 2011 Master Plan confirmed the Township’s vision 
for this area and plans for it to remain “rural residential.” Throughout the 
course of this planning process, the citizens and stakeholders of the 
Township were clear in their desire to maintain the exceptional rural 
character of this area, preserving it for future generations. Based upon 
the existing conditions findings, the desires of the community as uncov-
ered during the various engagement efforts, and direction provided by 
Township leaders and staff, this section outlines a vision and strategic 
plan for rural character preservation in Oshtemo Township.  

This section first establishes a vision statement as the foundation for 
rural character preservation within the study area, followed by a series 
of goals that more specifically define what rural character means to the 
community. A series of policies are then introduced, which provide more 
specific statements that seek to clarify the intent of each goal. Finally, ac-
tion strategies are outlined, which serve as practical and trackable means 
for achieving the goals.   

Rural Character Vision Statement for the Study Area:
AppreciAte, preserve, protect And enhAnce the nAturAl And built environ-
ment of rurAl oshtemo township in A wAy thAt honors its trAditionAl rurAl 
lifestyle, nAturAl hAbitAts And environmentAlly sensitive lAnds, AgriculturAl 
lAnds And enterprises, historic And culturAl resources, scenic vistAs, And 
recreAtionAl Amenities, while Allowing for limited And compAtible low-density 
residentiAl development, As well As limited service uses.

Rural Character Goals, Policies and Action Strategies
Five overarching rural character goals have been established for the 
study area, which embody the Township’s desires related to the follow-
ing categories of rural character: Rural Development and Services; Ag-
ricultural Lands and Enterprises; Natural Environment and Open Space; 
Historic and Cultural Resources; and, Recreation. In support of the goals 
for each category, a series of policies have been established. Addition-
ally, selected policies are illustrated on the graphic included later in this 
section (Figure 7).

Additionally, a series of action strategies are outlined within each of the 
five categories. These action strategies are intended to be practical steps 
which will aide in the implementation of the overall vision for preserving 
rural character in the study area. Also included is a map which provides 
a geographic reference for selected action strategies (Map 12 - Action 
Strategies).

Rural Development and Services (RDS) Goal
Provide for development of low density residential land use that is both 
compatible with, and enhances, the rural agrarian lifestyle and natural 
environmental character of the study area. Further, allow for limited ser-
vice uses that support the needs of residents and the agricultural econo-
my of the study area. 

Figure 6
Residential Design Alternatives Evaluation Results
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Rural Development and Services (RDS) policies
Policy RDS-1: Consistent with the Oshtemo Township Future Land Use 
Plan, direct higher density residential, commercial, industrial and other 
urban land use and development to the eastern portion of Oshtemo 
Township where such use is most appropriate and can be accommodat-
ed by existing public facilities and services. 

Policy RDS-2: Support low density, rural compatible residential devel-
opment in a manner which minimizes any loss of the study area’s rural 
character.

Policy RDS-3: Minimize the conversion of agricultural and/or environ-
mentally significant land into residential development within the study 
area.

Policy RDS-4: The design of new residential developments shall incor-
porate existing, desirable landscape elements, whether natural or man-
made, such as farmland, scenic views, open space, wetlands, stream 
corridors, and steep slopes.

Policy RDS-5: The removal or disturbance of significant and/or sensi-
tive natural features associated with development activity, such as large 
trees, woodlands, wetlands, steep slopes, or floodplains, shall be avoid-
ed.

Policy RDS-6: Site design treat-
ments, including building architec-
ture, materials, signage, and other 
site amenities, shall be specifically 
chosen for consistency with the 
rural agrarian lifestyle of the study 
area, rather than a suburban, “any-
where USA” style.

Policy RDS-7: Consistent with the Oshtemo Township Future Land Use 
Plan, encourage farm and agricultural-related businesses, as well as 
locally oriented service establishments, to be located within strategic 

nodes or hamlets within the study area. Specifically, these nodes shall in-
clude Stadium Drive at 5th Street and West Main Street at Almena Drive. 

Policy RDS-8: Limit public infrastructure investment within the study 
area to only that which is necessary to support the health, safety and 
welfare of the area, and where such investment does not lead to new 
development which is out of character with the study area. 

Rural Development and Services (RDS) Action Strategies
Action Strategy RDS-1: Evaluate potential zoning ordinance amend-
ments to the AG District to specifically establish a very low density slid-
ing-scale approach to the number of new building sites allowed, based 
on the size of the parent parcel. 

Action Strategy RDS-2: Evaluate and consider increasing the overall 
minimum lot size within the RR District from 1.5 acres to as much as 3 
acres. Consideration may also be given to the creation of two separate 
RR Districts, based upon an investigation of current parcelization condi-
tions, with one having a more restrictive minimum lot size. 

Action Strategy RDS-3: Amend the Open Space Community Develop-
ment Option within the zoning ordinance to require at least 50 percent 
of the parent parcel to be preserved as open space.

Action Strategy RDS-4: Amend both the Open Space Community De-
velopment Option and the Open Space Preservation Residential Devel-
opment Option within the zoning ordinance to incentivize exceptional 
design and community benefits through a density bonus.

Action Strategy RDS-5: Explore the merger of the two open space de-
velopment options within the zoning ordinance into a single open space 
development option. 

Action Strategy RDS-6: Review the zoning ordinance and map to en-
sure that land is available to accommodate a planned mixture of farm 
service business and other locally oriented service establishments within 
the strategic nodes or hamlets located at Stadium Drive at 5th Street and 
West Main Street at Almena Drive.
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Action Strategy RDS-7: Develop rural character design standards as a 
guide for the design and layout of non-residential development within 
the study area.

Action Strategy RDS-8: Work with road jurisdictions to formulate a 
transportation network that accepts limited congestion and travel delays 
on major roadways to minimize the widening of secondary roads, pav-
ing of gravel roads, other similar road construction projects that would 
negatively impact natural resources, neighborhoods, and overall rural 
character.

Action Strategy RDS-9: Investigate the establishment of a purchase of 
development rights program, land banking program, tax policy changes, 
or other incentives to encourage the owners of large, undeveloped prop-
erties to keep them as preserved open space. 

Agricultural Lands and Enterprises (AG) Goal
Recognize, preserve, protect, and expand the study area’s important and 
valued agricultural lands and enterprises.

Agricultural Lands and Enterprises (AG) policies
Policy AG-1: Facilitate a vibrant local agricultural economy by support-
ing existing farmlands and agricultural enterprises through land use pol-
icies, development codes and incentives that encourage the continued 
use of land for farming.

Policy AG-2: Protect agricultural lands and enterprises within the study 
area from conflicting development through stringent zoning controls 
and the directing of higher density urban growth to the eastern portion 
of Oshtemo Township. 

Policy AG-3: Promote sustainable agricultural practices, with its empha-
sis on environmental stewardship, wholesome food production, and a 
locally-oriented customer base.

Policy AG-4: Allow and encourage small-scale farming activities and the 
keeping of horses or other livestock within the study area.

Policy AG-5: Encourage and promote agricultural tourism within the 
study area, at an appropriate scale and intensity that limits impacts to 
adjacent properties, public services 
and the natural environment.

Policy AG-6: Support the existence 
and expansion of the local foods 
movement within the study area, 
through the allowance of farmers 
markets, food stands and food co-
operative facilities.

Agricultural Lands and Enterprises (AG) Action Strategies
Action Strategy AG-1: Review and amend the zoning ordinance, as 
necessary, to allow agri-tourism and agri-business within the AG and/or 
RR Districts, with appropriate development restrictions to ensure com-
patibility with adjacent land uses and available public services. Specific 
uses to consider are those which were supported by the community as 
listed in Table 4.

Action Strategy AG-2: Review and amend the zoning ordinance, as nec-
essary, to clarify and ensure that the open space development options 
allow for required open spaces to be utilized for agricultural purposes.

Action Strategy AG-3: Investigate the use of tax abatements as an eco-
nomic development incentive for new investments in agriculture.

Action Strategy AG-4: Support the agricultural community in the use of 
existing legislative tools and techniques such as the Farmland and Open 
Space Preservation Act and farmland conservation easements.

Action Strategy AG-5: Consider the allowance of alternative energy 
facilities (solar/wind) within the AG District as a means to support envi-
ronmental sustainability and provide supplementary income to property 
owners.
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Natural Environment and Open Space (NE) Goal
Strive for the protection of important natural resources and open spaces 
that contribute to the health of natural systems, wildlife habitats, com-
munity character, and quality of life.

Natural Environment and Open Space (NE) Policies
Policy NE-1: Protect sensitive and other environmentally significant 
areas, such as water resources, wetlands, woodlands, floodplains, scenic 
vistas, and wildlife habitats.

Policy NE-2: Work to create and preserve a connected system of open 
spaces and natural corridors within the study area.

Policy NE-3: Support and facilitate the acquisition of important open 
spaces for the benefit and enjoyment of the public and for the long-term 
quality of the community. 

Policy NE-4: Commit to a network of natural beauty roads to support 
rural character and a healthy natural environment, through the estab-
lishment of natural buffer strips along the edges of primary and second-
ary roadways. 

Natural Environment and Open Space (NE) Action Strategies
Action Strategy NE-1: Support and explore a variety of mechanisms for 
open space acquisition, to include land dedication, conservation ease-
ments, and outside funding for the public purchase of environmentally 
significant lands.

Action Strategy NE-2: Develop and adhere to storm water best man-
agement practices to minimize the negative impacts that development 
can have on runoff and water quality.

Action Strategy NE-3: Develop and adopt restrictions within the sub-
division and site condominium ordinance, consistent with the extent of 
the High Value Resources Map (Map 10), which would protect the most 
critical concentrations of natural resources within the study area.

Action Strategy NE-4: Consider the adoption of a tree-protection ordi-
nance that minimizes the impact of development and protects existing 
viewsheds along county roads.

Action Strategy NE-5: Require a natural features inventory as part of the 
site plan review and approval process.

Action Strategy NE-6: Determine which roads should be designated as 
natural beauty roads within the study area and adopt provisions within 
the zoning ordinance that limit or prohibit the removal of native or natu-
ral vegetation within the required front setback areas along such roads.

Action Strategy NE-7: Develop a plan to inventory, evaluate, protect, 
and enhance the green infrastructure system of Oshtemo Township, 
consisting of a series of interconnected habitats, natural features, and 
related amenities.

Historic and Cultural Resources (HC) Goal
Recognize, protect and promote the historic character and assets found 
within the study area. 

Historic and Cultural Resources (HC) Policies
Policy HC-1: Allow and encourage the appropriate adaptive reuse of 
historic farm buildings and other historic structures. 

Policy HC-2: Promote public and private partnerships that seek to con-
serve the historic assets of the study area.

Policy HC-3: Ensure that the design of buildings, signage, and other de-
velopment amenities is consistent with the study area’s historic agrarian 
character.

Policy HC-4: Support the efforts of local community groups to promote 
community spirit and celebrate the historic rural character of the study 
area through community events and similar activities.
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Historic and Cultural Resources (HC) Action Strategies
Action Strategy HC-1: Expand the Township’s website for educational 
purposes to include information on historical places and structures with-
in the study area.

Action Strategy HC-2: Support the efforts of the agricultural communi-
ty, preservation groups, historical societies and other community groups 
to develop and promote cultural and heritage tourism opportunities.

Action Strategy HC-3: Work with the Oshtemo Historical Society to de-
velop a program to recognize outstanding preservation work of individ-
ual historic buildings and places including barns and farm houses.

Action Strategy HC-4: Support the efforts of local property owners in 
the nomination of eligible historic properties to the National Register of 
Historic Places.

Recreation (REC) Goal
Provide for a system of passive open spaces, low-intensity recreational 
facilities, and non-motorized connections within the study area for the 
long-term benefit of area residents and the Township as a whole. 

Recreation (REC) Policies
Policy REC-1: Continue to cooper-
ate with neighboring jurisdictions 
and regional entities in the provi-
sion of regional recreational facili-
ties, greenways and non-motorized 
networks.

Policy REC-2: Support and facilitate 
the acquisition of significant natu-
ral lands and the establishment of 
additional passive outdoor recreation activities within the study area.

Policy REC-3: The design of recreational facilities should incorporate, 
where possible, the preservation and use of existing points of historic 
and scenic interest.

Policy REC-4: Encourage the inclusion of open spaces, low-intensity rec-
reational facilities, and bicycle and pedestrian linkages, in conjunction 
with new and established developments.

Recreation (REC) Action Strategies
Action Strategy REC-1: Maintain and implement a 5-year DNR approved 
Recreation Plan to be used as a short term and long term guide for recre-
ation improvements and to ensure eligibility for certain State recreation 
grant opportunities.

Action Strategy REC-2: Maintain and implement a Non-Motorized Facil-
ities Plan to be used as a short term and long term vision for non-motor-
ized networks within Oshtemo Township and connections to the region. 

Action Strategy REC-3: Seek and secure funding from Federal, State, 
local and private sources for the acquisition and/or development of pas-
sive recreational facilities, greenways, and non-motorized facilities within 
the study area.
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Figure 7
Oshtemo Township Rural Character Preservation Strategy
Selected Illustrated Policies

Rural Development and Services (RDS)
Policy RDS-2: Support low 
density, rural compatible 
residential development in 
a manner which minimizes 
any loss of the study area’s 
rural character.

RDS-2

Policy RDS-3: Minimize 
the conversion of agricul-
tural and/or environmen-
tally significant land into 
residential development 
within the study area.

Policy RDS-4: The design 
of new residential devel-
opments shall incorporate 
existing, desirable land-
scape elements, whether 
natural or man-made, such 
as farmland, scenic views, 
open space, wetlands, 
stream corridors, and 
steep slopes.

RDS-4

Policy RDS-5: The removal 
or disturbance of signif-
icant and/or sensitive 
natural features associated 
with development activity, 
such as large trees, wood-
lands, wetlands, steep 
slopes, or floodplains, shall 
be avoided.

RDS-5

Agricultural Lands and Enterprises (AG)
Policy AG-1: Facilitate a 
vibrant local agricultural 
economy by supporting 
existing farmlands and 
agricultural enterprises 
through land use policies, 
development codes and 
incentives that encourage 
the continued use of land 
for farming.

Policy AG-4: Allow and 
encourage small-scale 
farming activities and the 
keeping of horses or other 
livestock within the study 
area.

Policy AG-2: Protect agricultural lands and enterprises within the 
study area from conflicting development through stringent zoning 
controls and the directing of higher density urban growth to the 
eastern portion of Oshtemo Township. 

NE-4

NE-3

REC-2
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RDS-3

AG-1

AG-4

Natural Environment and Open Space (NE)
Policy NE-1: Protect sen-
sitive and other environ-
mentally significant areas, 
such as water resources, 
wetlands, woodlands, 
floodplains, scenic vistas, 
and wildlife habitats.

Policy NE-2: Work to 
create and preserve a 
connected system of open 
spaces and natural corri-
dors within the study area.

NE-1

Policy NE-3: Support and 
facilitate the acquisition of 
important open spaces for 
the benefit and enjoyment 
of the public and for the 
long-term quality of the 
community. 

Policy NE-4: Commit to a 
network of natural beauty 
roads to support rural 
character and a healthy 
natural environment, 
through the establish-
ment of natural buffer 
strips along the edges of 
primary and secondary 
roadways. 

Historic and Cultural Resources (HC)

NE-2

Policy HC-1: Allow and 
encourage the appro-
priate adaptive reuse of 
historic farm buildings and 
other historic structures.

HC-1

Recreation (REC)
Policy REC-2: Support and 
facilitate the acquisition 
of significant natural lands 
and the establishment of 
additional passive outdoor 
recreation activities within 
the study area, utilizing a 
variety of funding for this 
purpose, including Feder-
al, State, local and private 
sources.

AG-2
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Map 12
Rural Character Action Strategies
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Action Strategy Implementation Matrix
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Table 5
Rural Character Action Strategies - Implementation Matrix

Project Lead Other Participants

RDS-1
Evaluate potential zoning ordinance amendments to the AG District to specifically establish a very low density sliding-scale approach to the number of new
building sites allowed, based on the size of the parent parcel.  

A 1-2 years PC, TS TB

RDS-2
Evaluate and consider increasing the overall minimum lot size within the RR District from 1.5 acres to as much as 3 acres. Consideration may also be given to 
the creation of two separate RR Districts, based upon an investigation of current parcelization conditions, with one having a more restrictive minimum lot size. 

A 1-2 years PC, TS

RDS-3
Amend the Open Space Community Development Option within the zoning ordinance to require at least 50 percent of the parent parcel to be preserved as open
space.

B 1-2 years PC, TS TB

RDS-4
Amend both the Open Space Community Development Option and the Open Space Preservation Residential Development Option within the zoning ordinance
to incentivize exceptional design and community benefits through a density bonus.

A 1-2 years PC, TS TB

RDS-5 Explore the merger of the two open space development options within the zoning ordinance into a single open space development option. C 2+ years PC, TS TB

RDS-6
Review the zoning ordinance and map to ensure that land is available to accommodate a planned mixture of farm service business and other locally oriented 
service establishments within the strategic nodes or hamlets located at Stadium Drive at 5th Street and West Main Street at Almena Drive.

B 1-2 years PC, TS TB

RDS-7 Develop rural character design standards as a guide for the design and layout of non-residential development within the study area C 2+ years PC, TS

RDS-8
Work with road jurisdictions to formulate a transportation network that accepts limited congestion and travel delays on major roadways to minimize the
widening of secondary roads, paving of gravel roads, other similar road construction projects that would negatively impact natural resources, neighborhoods, 
and overall rural character.

A Ongoing TS TB, PC, KCRC, MDOT

RDS-9
Investigate the establishment of a purchase of development rights program, land banking program, tax policy changes, or other incentives to encourage the
owners of large, undeveloped properties to keep them as preserved open space. 

A 1-2 years TS TB, PC

AG-1
Review and amend the zoning ordinance, as necessary, to allow agri-tourism and agri-business within the AG and/or RR Districts, with appropriate
development restrictions to ensure compatibility with adjacent land uses and available public services. Specific uses to consider are those which were 
supported by the community as listed in Table 4.

B 1-2 years PC, TS TB

AG-2
Review and amend the zoning ordinance, as necessary, to clarify and ensure that the open space development options allow for required open spaces to be
utilized for agricultural purposes.

B 1-2 years PC, TS TB

AG-3 Investigate the use of tax abatements as an economic development incentive for new investments in agriculture C 2+ years TB PC, TS, PO

AG-4
Support the agricultural community in the use of existing legislative tools and techniques such as the Farmland and Open Space Preservation Act and farmland
conservation easements.

A Ongoing TS PO

AG-5
Consider the allowance of alternative energy facilities (solar/wind) within the AG District as a means to support environmental sustainability and provide
supplementary income to property owners.

B 1-2 years PC, TS TB

AGRICULTURAL LANDS AND ENTERPRISES (AG)

Strategy ID Action Strategy Priority Timeframe Responsibility

RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND SERVICES (RDS)
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Table 5
Rural Character Action Strategies - Implementation Matrix (cont.)

Project Lead Other Participants

NE-1
Support and explore a variety of mechanisms for open space acquisition, to include land dedication, conservation easements, and outside funding for the
public purchase of environmentally significant lands.

B Ongoing TB PC, TS

NE-2 Develop and adhere to storm water best management practices to minimize the negative impacts that development can have on runoff and water quality. A 1-2 years PC, TS TB

NE-3
Develop and adopt restrictions within the subdivision and site condominium ordinance, consistent with the extent of the High Value Resources Map (Map 10),
which would protect the most critical concentrations of natural resources within the study area.

A 1-2 years PC, TS TB

NE-4 Consider the adoption of a tree-protection ordinance that minimizes the impact of development and protects existing viewsheds along county roads. C 2+ years PC, TS TB

NE-5 Require a natural features inventory as part of the site plan review and approval process. C 2+ years PC, TS TB

NE-6
Determine which roads should be designated as natural beauty roads within the study area and adopt provisions within the zoning ordinance that limit or
prohibit the removal of native or natural vegetation within the required front setback areas along such roads

A 1-2 years PC, TS TB

NE-7
Develop a plan to inventory, evaluate, protect, and enhance the green infrastructure system of Oshtemo Township, consisting of a series of interconnected
habitats, natural features, and related amenities.

A 1-2 years PC, TS TB

HC-1 Expand the Township’s website for educational purposes to include information on historical places and structures within the study area. B 1-2 years TS PO

HC-2
Support the efforts of the agricultural community, preservation groups, historical societies, and other community groups to develop and promote cultural and
heritage tourism opportunities.

B Ongoing TS PO

HC-3
Work with the Oshtemo Historical Society to develop a program to recognize outstanding preservation work of individual historic buildings and places
including barns and farm houses.

C 2+ years TS PO

HC-4 Support the efforts of local property owners in the nomination of eligible historic properties to the National Register of Historic Places. B Ongoing TS PO

REC-1
Maintain and implement a 5-year DNR approved Recreation Plan to be used as a short term and long term guide for recreation improvements and to ensure
eligibility for certain State recreation grant opportunities.

B At least every 5 years PR, TS TB

REC-2
Maintain and implement a Non-Motorized Facilities Plan to be used as a short term and long term vision for non-motorized networks within Oshtemo
Township and connections to the region. 

B
At least every 5 years, or 

as necessary
PR, TS TB

REC-3
Seek and secure funding from Federal, State, local and private sources for the acquisition and/or development of passive recreational facilities, greenways and
non-motorized facilities within the study area.

B Ongoing TS TB, PC, PR

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND OPEN SPACE (NE)

HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES (HC)

RECREATION (REC)

Strategy ID Action Strategy Priority Timeframe Responsibility
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To engage community members, the Maple Hill Drive 
South Sub-Area planning process included a Visual 

Preference Survey. This image was the highest 
ranked image in the Public Amenities category.
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Introduction
This Maple Hill Drive South Sub-Area Plan, adopted by the Oshtemo Township Planning Commission on 
________, 2017, is hereby incorporated as a sub-area plan of the Oshtemo Township Master Plan 2011. A 
sub-area plan is an individual component of the overall Master Plan that provides a deeper evaluation of a 
specific area, such as a local business district or a neighborhood. A sub-area plan includes a vision, goals, 
principles, and future land use map just like the overall Master Plan, although in more detail than the Town-
ship-wide Plan.

The Oshtemo Township Master Plan 2011 specifically calls out the Maple Hill Drive South area as a sub‐area 
(refer to Figure 8.1, Future Land Use) and recommends that a detailed sub-area plan be developed. As not-
ed in the Master Plan 2011,  the Maple Hill Drive South area is currently comprised of an existing golf course 
and smaller adjacent properties, and has strong potential to accommodate new development due to its 
location near West Main Street and US‐131. Although the existing golf course is a “man-made” green space 
area, it exists as the only singificant green space within this heavily developed portion of the Township.  
Given the strong potential for redevelopment of the site, it is critical to undertake a sub‐area study, where a 
preferred development character can be identified, consistent with community goals and market demand.
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Study Area Context
The Maple Hill Drive South Sub-Area is located within the eastern por-
tion of Oshtemo Township along the south side of West Main Street 
(M-43), between the US-131 interchange and the Township’s border with 
the City of Kalamazoo (Drake Road forms the city-township boundary). 
More specifically, the sub-area is located to the south of West Main Street 
at the southern terminus of Maple Hill Drive. US-131 forms the sub-area’s 
western boundary, while existing residential neighborhoods are located 
adjacent to the south. Existing commercial development, accessed by 
either West Main Street or Drake Road, is located immediately adjacent 
to the sub-area to the north and east. The sub-area location is shown on 
Map 13. In total, the Maple Hill Drive South Sub-Area comprises approxi-
mately 143 acres of land. 

Existing Conditions Assessment

Existing Land Use Pattern
The sub-area consists of six separate parcels of land, including:

• Three parcels which combine to make up the Prairies Golf Club

• Two Consumers Energy electrical utility corridor parcels 

• One parcel owned by the Michigan Department of Transportation 
(MDOT) and used as a maintenance garage

The commercial areas adjacent to the sub-area to the north (fronting 
West Main Street) and east (fronting Drake Road) include primarily au-
tomobile-oriented development, strip centers, and big box retail, along 
with adjacent outlots developed as service and retail uses. To the south 
is a mix of established low and medium density residential development. 
These include single-family detached subdivisions and residential at-
tached condominiums. Multiple-family apartment complexes are slightly 
further to the south of the sub-area. The existing land use pattern of the 
sub-area and vicinity is shown on Map 14.

Given its close proximity to the sub-area, it is important to note a new 
commercial development currently under construction. This project, 
called Westgate, is located just north of the sub-area. Access to the 

Map 13
Maple Hill Drive South Sub-Area Location Map
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development will be provided by West Main Street and Maple Hill Drive, 
and the project will also have frontage along US-131. The development 
will consist of several large big box retail stores, smaller retail stores, 
offices, three hotels, and several restaurants. 

Existing Zoning Pattern
The Maple Hill Drive South Sub-Area is presently zoned a combination 
of several zoning districts. The largest portion of the sub-area, generally 
encompassing the central portion of the golf course, is zoned R-2: Res-
idence District, while the southern portion of the golf course is zoned 
R-4: Residence District. The MDOT maintenance garage site is presently 
zoned I-1: Industrial District. Finally, small segments of the sub-area near 
West Main Street are zoned C: Local Business District. Map 15 shows the 
existing zoning pattern of the sub-area and vicinity.

Public Services/Infrastructure

Vehicular Transportation
The primary vehicular routes providing access to the sub-area are West 
Main Street (M-43) to the north and North Drake Road to the east. Im-
mediately to the west of the sub-area is US-131, a limited access inter-
state freeway with a controlled access interchange at West Main Street. 
Adjacent to the sub-area, West Main Street is a five-lane road (center 
turn lane) with a speed limit of 45 miles per hour.  In 2015, according 
to MDOT, West Main Street had an average daily traffic count (AADT) of 
29,900 vehicles. According to the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study 
2045 Plan, the segment of West Main Street adjacent to the sub-area is 
not presently “deficient” (where traffic volume exceeds capacity); how-
ever, segments of West Main Street both to the west and east of of the 
sub-area are considered deficient. According to the 2045 Plan, treatment 
strategies for deficient road segments include: reducing person trips or 
vehicle miles/hours traveled; shifting automobile trips to other modes; 
and, improving roadway operations (signal timing, turning lanes, etc.).

Maple Hill Drive intersects West Main Street just to the north of the 
sub-area (at a signalized intersection) and terminates into a cul-de-sac at 
the northern edge of the sub-area. To the north, across West Main Street, 
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Maple Hill Drive provides access to numerous commercial and residen-
tial developments, including the new Westgate development noted 
earlier. 

East of Maple Hill Drive along West Main Street, an existing driveway 
(unsignalized intersection) provides access to the existing golf course 
clubhouse. Just beyond that driveway is a signalized intersection with an 
unnamed service road, which provides access to the commercial proper-
ties immediately adjacent to the sub-area to the east.  

Approximately one-quarter mile to the east of the sub-area is Drake 
Road, a County Primary Road. Drake Road is a five-lane road (center turn 
lane). 

Several residential streets are located to the south of the sub-area, 
including Skyridge Avenue, Penrose Lane, and Green Meadow Road; 
however, none of these streets extend within, or provide access to, the 
sub-area.  

Public Transit
The sub-area is served by the Metro Transit (KMetro) bus system. Several 
bus lines serve the sub-area, including: Route 14, West Main; Route 3, 
West Michigan; and Route 7, Alamo. KMetro’s ten year vision (adopted 
in 2015) includes a recommendation to convert two of these routes into 
“high frequency fixed routes.” According to KMetro, a high frequency 
fixed route would operate at 15 minute intervals in the busiest travel 
times. Faster, more predictable service would attract new riders and save 
all passengers significant amounts of time that they spend waiting for 
buses (these routes currently operate on 30 minute intervals for trips and 
have an unpredictable finish time). Riders would be able to make more 
trips in less time and have a higher level of mobility. 

Non-Motorized Transportation
The sub-area is not currently served by non-motorized transportation 
routes such as trails or sidewalks. Presently, sidewalks are located along 
both sides of West Main Street to the north of the sub-area. No sidewalks 
are located on the west side of Drake Road near the sub-area. However, a 
planned 10-foot wide pathway along Drake Road is expected to be con-
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structed in 2018. The existing residential neighborhoods to the south of 
the sub-area are not served by sidewalks. The nearest regional trail route 
is the Kal-Haven Trail, which is located approximately 2 miles north of the 
sub-area. 

Utilities
The Maple Hill Drive South Sub-Area and properties in the vicinity are 
presently served by a network of public water and sewer utilities (see 
Map 16). 

Public water mains run along both West Main Street and Drake Road 
near the sub-area. A 12-inch diameter water main extends to the north 
edge of the sub-area along Maple Hill Drive, and an 8-inch water main 
extends into the sub-area along the golf course clubhouse driveway. An 
8-inch water main also extends near the southern edge of the sub-area 
along Round Hill Road.

Public sanitary sewer mains run along both West Main Street and Drake 
Road near the sub-area. An 8-inch diameter sanitary sewer main extends 
to the north edge of the sub-area along Maple Hill Drive. An 8-inch sani-
tary sewer main also extends to the southern edge of the sub-area along 
Round Hill Road. 

Natural Features
An existing golf course occupies much of the sub-area and features 
open space, trees and vegetation. Because of its significant size, the golf 
course is an important green space area. Further, it is one of the few 
large green space areas in this portion of the Township. 

In terms of develoment constraints, the Maple Hill Drive South Sub-Ar-
ea does not presently contain natural features that would prohibit or 
significantly hinder construction activity. The site is generally flat, with 
a few small ponds and some tree rows (part of the existing golf course). 
No streams or creeks extend through or near the sub-area. According to 
the National Wetlands Inventory, no wetlands are found in the sub-ar-
ea. According to FEMA, no portion of the sub-area is within a 100-year 
floodplain.

Map 16
Public Utilities
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Community Input
The primary means of community input in the Maple Hill Drive South 
Sub-Area planning process was a workshop held in March 2017. The 
purpose of the workshop was to inform and engage community mem-
bers as part of the planning process to craft development preferences 
for the Maple Hill Drive South Sub-Area. In total, more than 50 interested 
citizens attended the workshop. Later in the planning process, an open 
house was held, where the draft plan was presented to the public for 
review and comment. 

Visual Preference Survey
One key element of the workshop was a visual preference survey, a 
technique for obtaining feedback related to physical design character 
through the ranking of a series of representative images. Table 6 pro-
vides a snapshot of the average score for each photo, as voted by the 
workshop attendees. Additionally, image sheets displaying the ranked 
images for each category are included in this section. 

In general, the visual preference survey results revealed a clear prefer-
ence for lower-density residential development as opposed to high-
er-density residential development. Most preferred was single-family 
attached or detached development with densities of less than 8 units 
per acre. There was a general distaste for conventional multiple family 
development (apartments) and multi-story (3+ stories) high density 
residential development. 

Mixed-use development that scored well included those that exhibited 
high quality building architecture and site amenities, were 2-3 stories in 
height, and had ground level retail with upper story residential/office. 
The most favored commercial images were those that featured local 
commercial establishments with high quality building architecture, site 
amenities, and landscaping. Big-box and strip commercial development 
was less preferred. Streets that incorporated pedestrian, bicycle and 
non-motorized amenities were most preferred. Images which featured 
public amenities, such as sidewalk cafes and community green space, 
were overwhelmingly preferred. The detailed results of the visual prefer-
ence survey are provided in the Appendix. 

Table 6
Visual Preference Survey Image Scores by Category

While the visual preference survey revealed a preference for lower-densi-
ty single-family development, the location of the sub-area (along major 
transportation routes and in close proximity to established commercial 
and higher intensity development) supports a denser residential prod-
uct.  Also, the Township Future Land Use Map directs higher intensity 
development toward this eastern edge of the Township, nearest the City 
of Kalamazoo. Given these factors, there is an opportunity to allow for 
increased residential densities within the sub-area. 

1 

 
Residential Mixed Use Commercial 

Photo 
Number 

Photo 
Avg. Score 

Photo 
Number 

Photo 
Avg. Score 

Photo 
Number 

Photo 
Avg. Score 

R-2 1.2 MU-4 1.2 C-7 0.9 
R-4 0.5 MU-3 1.0 C-8 0.8 

R-10 0.3 MU-2 0.2 C-2 0.1 
R-1 0.1 MU-6 0.1 C-5 0.0 
R-8 -0.2 MU-1 -0.1 C-1 0.0 
R-9 -0.5 MU-7 -0.2 C-3 -0.3 
R-7 -0.5 MU-5 -0.3 C-9 -0.3 
R-3 -0.7 MU-10 -0.4 C-10 -0.4 
R-5 -1.1 MU-9 -0.5 C-6 -0.8 
R-6 -1.3 MU-8 -0.7 C-4 -1.5 

 

Office Streets/Sidewalks 
/Transit Public Amenities 

Photo 
Number 

Photo 
Avg. Score 

Photo 
Number 

Photo 
Avg. Score 

Photo 
Number 

Photo 
Avg. Score 

O-5 1.0 S-2 2.1 PA-4 1.9 
O-6 0.5 S-4 1.1 PA-6 1.6 
O-2 0.4 S-7 0.9 PA-9 1.4 
O-3 0.0 S-6 0.5 PA-1 1.4 

O-10 -0.1 S-9 0.5 PA-8 1.2 
O-9 -0.2 S-8 0.4 PA-2 0.9 
O-8 -0.7 S-5 -0.2 PA-3 0.9 
O-4 -0.8 S-10 -0.2 PA-7 0.3 
O-7 -0.8 S-3 -0.4 PA-10 -0.5 
O-1 -1.8 S-1 -0.5 PA-5 -0.6 
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Streets/Sidewalks/Transit Public Amenities However, sufficient protections would need to be implemented, such 
as a transition scheme consisting of the establishment of low-density 
uses and/or open space buffers, to ensure an appropriate relationship 
with adjacent low-density residential development to the south. Both 
the establishment of lower-density residential uses within the sub-area 
and and the protection of existing low-density residential uses adjacent 
to the sub-area were highly desired by visual preference survey partici-
pants. 

Design Exercise
A second key component of the community workshop was a design ex-
ercise, where small groups (eight total) were formed and asked to iden-
tify design concepts and ideas for future development within the study 
area. To support this effort, small groups were given large aerial pho-
tographs of the study area, along with pre-established categories with 
precedent descriptions/imagery for land use types, building types and 
circulation route types. Below is a summary of the key themes or “shared 
values” that emerged as a result of this exercise.

Land Uses
While the details of each group’s site design plan differed in the layout 
and scale of development on the site, overall, the plans had the follow-
ing in common:

• A buffer consisting of open space and complimentary recreational 
uses, e.g. playgrounds, parks, trails, etc. should be located along 
the south property line between the site and the neighborhoods 
to the south 

• Commercial and retail uses, including mixed-use buildings, should 
be located along the north property line (which is consistent with 
existing land uses on Main Street) 

• A mixture of office and mixed-use buildings should be located to 
the west, adjacent to US-131 
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Connections and Mobility
While the plans differed in how the site should be accessed or how the 
street network should traverse the site, several themes came out of the 
design process. The following provides a summary of how the design 
proposals dealt with connections and mobility.

• All eight groups suggested a street connection to the site from the 
north (Main Street) through an extension of existing streets and 
driveways into the site

• While three plans proposed extending the street network to make 
a connection to the existing neighborhoods south of the site, the 
majority of the plans proposed the creation of a large buffer area 
along the southern border

• Half of the plans proposed a street connection to the existing com-
mercial area (and ultimately Drake Road) to the east 

• Several plans suggested the creation of pedestrian trails and bicy-
cle lanes on the site, potentially connecting into the existing street 
network of the neighborhoods to the south

The detailed results of the design exercise are provided in the Appendix. 

Vision, Goals, and Principles
The Oshtemo Township Master Plan 2011 contains Goals and Objectives 
to describe the vision for the Township as a whole and how to achieve 
them. These overall goals also apply to the Maple Hill Drive South 
Sub-Area and will help shape the development that occurs. However, 
due to the unique circumstances in this sub-area, the vision, goals, and 
principles established herein for the sub-area will further guide future 
land use and development.  

The vision, goals, and policies established herein depict the ideal future 
of the Maple Hill Drive South Sub-Area. The vision is forward-looking, 
anticipating that development or redevelopment will not occur imme-
diately, but rather, will occur in line with market demand over a longer 
period of time, five to ten years into the future, or beyond. This plan 
recognizes that the existing uses currently present within the sub-area, 

One of the small group concept plans prepared during the design 
exercise.
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including the Prairies Golf Club and the MDOT maintenance garage, re-
main viable at the present time. However, the plan is proactive and seeks 
to guide future development or redevelopment of the sub-area if and 
when it occurs. 

Vision for the Sub-Area
The long-term vision for the Maple Hill Drive South Sub-Area is to devel-
op as an attractive and economically vibrant mixed-use district, consist-
ing of a planned mixture of commercial, office and technology, residen-
tial, and public use, which features high quality and uniform building 
and site design standards, and which complements and is compatible 
with adjacent uses. Further, the sub-area will provide residents and visi-
tors with a unique opportunity to meet their needs for housing, employ-
ment, services, entertainment, and recreation. 

Without standards or controls, this area would likely develop at an ele-
vated intensity due to the high traffic levels on West Main Street and the 
amount and success of surrounding commercial development. Uncon-
trolled development would likely be detrimental to the Township, es-
pecially to those residents who live south of this area. Therefore, clearly 
stating a vision for future land use and establishing goals and standards 
for improvement in this area is critical to the success of the Township’s 
overall plan for growth and development. 

Goals and Principles for the Sub-Area
Goals and principles have been established for this sub-area which 
describe in greater detail how the vision for future development will be 
accomplished. The goals and principles are organized into overarching 
categories: Community Life, Physical Character, Land Use, and Access. 

Future market conditions may change, development trends may evolve, 
and new ideas may emerge that were not anticipated; this plan is flexible 
enough to accommodate such changes. Regardless of the different uses 
developed in this area, the consistency will be in these goals and princi-
ples -- they will ensure that this sub-area develops consistently with the 
vision outlined by the community. 

Community Life Goal and Principles
Development in the Maple Hill Drive South Sub-Area will occur in a man-
ner that enhances the existing quality of life of all those who live, work, 
and play in Oshtemo Township.

• Protect the integrity and quality of life of existing and future 
neighborhoods and surrounding residential areas through land 
use transitions and open space buffers. 

• Open spaces and community gathering spaces should be provid-
ed within the sub-area to be used as locations to stimulate social 
interaction, civic events, and recreational activity. 

• A distinct identity should be developed for the sub-area to pro-
mote a sense of place for the new community.

• Public spaces, such as parks and non-motorized facilities, will be 
encouraged within the sub-area.  The use of Zoning incentives will 
be considered to foster the development of public spaces.

Physical Character Goal and Principles
Site and architectural design within the Maple Hill Drive South Sub-Area 
shall follow exceptional and complementary standards to ensure long-
term appeal, and create a unique and memorable experience for visitors 
and residents.  Form and character standards shall be established so that 
appearance becomes as important as the specific uses established in 
this area.  However, such standards must be flexible enough to allow for 
various aesthetic interpretations. 

• Building design shall be elevated with varied building heights, 
architectural character, and high-quality building materials that 
provide visual interest at a pedestrian scale.  

• The physical height and bulk of buildings shall reduce in size from 
north to south, providing compatibility in size to the adjacent 
residential neighborhoods or a substantial open space buffer that 
helps to mitigate impacts.

• Varied styles of residential development are encouraged to attract 
residents of diverse ages, incomes, and lifestyles.
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• The design, layout, and amenities provided within the develop-
ment shall balance both pedestrian and vehicular needs, and shall 
work to enhance aesthetic appeal and the overall experience for 
both residents and visitors.

• A streetscape aesthetic shall be designed that includes public ele-
ments and integrated signage within the sub-area. 

• Sustainable development principles, such as the use of storm 
water best management practices and the incorporation of “green” 
building design, will be encouraged and incentivized, in order to 
enhance the quality of the natural environment and limit off-site 
impacts.

• The western portion of the sub-area, with high visibility from US-
131 and West Main Street, shall showcase strong unified design 
and architectural standards, with the potential for the incorpora-
tion of gateway features highlighting entry into Oshtemo Town-
ship. 

Land Use Goal and Principles
Future development in the Maple Hill South Sub-Area will include a mix 
of uses, complementing the commercial character of the area while 
respecting adjacent residential development. 

• Uses in the sub-area will include a compatible mix of residential, 
non-residential and public space. 

• Development in the sub-area shall include passive open spaces, 
and will be designed to be reflective of the existing landscape and 
natural features (tree rows, ponds, etc.) of the site. Active plazas 
and civic spaces shall also be integrated into the overall develop-
ment. 

• To ensure compatibility with adjacent development, a transitional 
land use scheme shall be employed, with the least intensive and 
lowest density land uses to be located along the southern edge of 
the sub-area (adjacent to established residential areas), transition-
ing to more intensive and higher density land uses where adjacent 
to the freeway and existing commercial areas. 

• The southern edge of the sub-area shall be exclusively occupied 
by residential land uses, to ensure compatibility with adjacent 
established residential areas. Further, if the height and bulk of any 
proposed residential construction is not equivalent to the existing 
development, a natural greenspace buffer/ vegetative screen shall 
be provided.

Access Goal and Principles
A safe, efficient, and balanced multi-modal transportation network will 
be established within the Maple Hill Drive South Sub-Area. The primary 
vehicular access to the sub-area will be provided from West Main Street; 
however, local connections to adjacent development should also be 
established.

• Ensure future development complies with the Township’s Access 
Management Plan.

• Require efficient vehicular and pedestrian interconnections be-
tween the varied development sites within the sub-area.

High-quality site 
and architectural 
design will ensure 
long-term ap-
peal, and create a 
unique and mem-
orable experience 
for visitors and 
residents.
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• Design the local transportation network in a manner that discour-
ages direct connections between commercial development and 
adjacent neighborhoods limiting through traffic.  

• Coordinate with MDOT and the Road Commission of Kalamazoo 
County to ensure future road improvements are consistent with 
this and other plans of the Township, including the Non-Motorized 
Facilities Plan. 

• Opportunities for enhanced transit service within the sub-area 
should be explored and accommodated. 

• Facilitate the establishment of a pedestrian and bicycle transporta-
tion network within the sub-area, with strategic connections to the 
broader non-motorized transportation network.

• Parking areas should be designed and located with care, to avoid 
overparking the site and to ensure the focus remains on the build-
ings and not the parking areas.  Shared parking will be strongly 
encouraged.

• Sidewalks should be provided on every street to promote safe and 
efficient pedestrian routes within the development.

Development Recommendations
Development recommendations for the sub-area, related to land use, 
density, circulation and connections, are further described below and are 
illustrated on Map 17.

Land Use Types
To allow flexibility in future development of the site, this sub-area plan 
does not specifically delineate the geographical extent of land uses that 
would comprise the overall mixed-use development. However, consis-
tent with the previously listed Land Use Goals and Principles, the follow-
ing specific land use types would be encouraged: 

Community/Open Space
The integration of community and open space uses within the devel-
opment is critical to ensure an exceptional environment for visitors and 

residents. A central community space area is recommended as a sub-ar-
ea focal point; this space would be designed to accommodate more 
active community functions, such as civic events, recreation, and enter-
tainment. Passive open space areas are also recommended to serve as 
buffers and places to experience and enjoy nature.

Retail/Office/Technology
Particularly given its high visibility from US-131 and West Main Street, 
the sub-area is highly suitable to accommodate mixed-use or stand-
alone buildings that would include retail, restaurant, entertainment, 
office, and technology use. 

Town Center
A “town center” is envisioned as a central focal point, with compact, 
mixed-uses that will provide a nucleus to attract future growth. Develop-
ment will allow for a mix of uses both vertically within buildings and hor-
izontally within blocks. For example, mixed-use buildings could contain 
first-floor commercial, retail, and/or office uses, with upper floor office 
and/or residential uses. Mixed-use blocks allow for single-use buildings 
in a range of land uses within one block. Commercial uses, professional 
offices, entertainment facilities and cultural centers are encouraged. 
Pedestrian-oriented design is of paramount importance to create a sense 
of place. 

Mixed-use build-
ings could contain 
first-floor commer-
cial, retail, and/or 
office uses, with 
upper floor office 
and/or residential 
uses.
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Mixed Residential
The sub-area is anticipated to accommodate a wide variety of residential 
styles.  This could include higher density residential land uses within the 
town center and/or where adjacent to the existing commercial develop-
ment on West Main Street.  Such high density residential use could be 
accommodated within the upper levels of mixed-use buildings or stand-
alone buildings.  Or, more traditional residential uses that will serve 
as a buffer between mixed-uses within the sub-area and the adjacent 
neighborhoods south of the sub-area. Varied styles and types of residen-
tial use, from small lot detached homes to attached dwelling units, are 
expected to be accommodated, in a coordinated, pedestrian-oriented 
setting. 

Density
The overall recommended net density for the Maple Hill Drive South 
Sub-Area is 6 dwelling units per acre. Where extraordinary public ben-
efit is provided, such as the inclusion of significant open space or civic 
amenities, the granting of a density bonus may be considered by the 
Township.  Implementation of density bonuses will likely be devised on 
a sliding scale based on either the amount of land dedicated to a public 
purpose or the complexity of the public use.

Building Scale
Within the sub-area, the scale of mixed-use or stand-alone buildings is 
proposed to be the greatest where adjacent to established commercial 
areas along West Main Street and along the US-131 frontage. Within the 
town center component of the development, buildings should maintain 
a massing similar to traditional small-town downtowns. A building scale 
transition scheme should be employed throughout the sub-area, with 
the scale of buildings in the southern edge being similar to and compati-
ble with adjacent residential development to the south. 

Circulation and Connections
A conceptual internal circulation plan for the sub-area with proposed 
connections to adjacent properties is shown on Map 17. These recom-
mendations are further summarized below.

Vehicular Circulation and Connections
The primary vehicular access to the sub-area would occur through two 
entrances from West Main Street. Coordination with MDOT would need 
to occur to ensure safe and efficient access to the site through appropri-
ate intersection design and signalization. Additionally, the eastern-most 
of the two proposed primary access drives extends beyond the sub-area 
into an adjacent private property. Coordination with this adjacent prop-
erty owner would need to occur, and consideration should be given to 
making this a public road that would be dedicated to the Road Commis-
sion of Kalamazoo County. 

Secondary vehicular access to the sub-area is recommended to occur 
from the south via Green Meadow Drive. In addition to providing access 
to the sub-area itself, this secondary vehicular access would serve an 
added benefit of offering access to West Main Street for the residents to 
the south, including the Canterbury House Apartments. Once this access 
through the sub-area to West Main Street is established, the Township 
will work with the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County to close the 
connection between Green Meadow Drive and Driftwood Avenue, a lo-
cal residential street, which is commonly used as a cut-through to Drake 
Avenue. 

Secondary vehicular access into the sub-area is also recommended from 
Drake Road to the east, via an existing, privately owned access drive 
serving an adjacent apartment complex. Coordination with the adjacent 
property owner would need to occur, and consideration should be given 
to making this a public road that would be dedicated to the Road Com-
mission of Kalamazoo County. 

Transit Connection
Map 17 shows a recommended transit route extending into the sub-ar-
ea via West Main Street, with a transit stop near the central community 
green space. This is likely to be a KMetro bus route extension/modifica-
tion of its current Route 14 along West Main Street. 
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Non-Motorized Circulation and Connections
The establishment of an interconnected non-motorized circulation sys-
tem, consisting of sidewalks, multi-use trails, crosswalks and pedestrian 
amenities (benches, bicycle racks, etc.), is critical for the success of the 
sub-area. Primary pedestrian routes recommended for the sub-area are 
conceptually identified in Map 17. Connections to existing and planned 
pedestrian networks outside of the sub-area, such as to the neighbor-
hoods to the south, will be required. 

Implementation/Zoning Plan
To implement the Maple Hill Drive South Sub-Area Plan, an overlay zone 
with design guidelines related to building form within the sub-area 
is recommended to be developed and adopted by the Township. The 
overlay zone would provide guidance on uses, densities, and other bulk 
requirements for the sub-area. The overlay zone would likely include 
regulations pertaining to the following: 

• Applicability of overlay zone

• Uses permitted

• Development standards, including building and site orientation, 
setbacks, minimum/maximum heights, required open space, park-
ing, etc.

• Private/common open space standards

• Incentives for public spaces/uses, through residential density and 
commercial square foot bonuses

• Review and approval procedures and standards

Design guidelines would also be included as part of the overlay zone, 
which would provide direction on more subjective issues such as the 
general aesthetics of architectural character, building materials, signage, 
and landscape elements. 
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Future Land Use
The Future Land Use Plan and Map (Map 18) defines the vision for land development in Oshtemo Township 
based on sound planning principles and community input, which guided this desired future. It builds on 
the historic development patterns of the community, factoring in the objective to preserve unique environ-
mental features and to protect the rural character of the community. At the same time, it provides for antici-
pated development within the Township in appropriate places for growth.   

As an update to the 2011 Master Plan, only minor modifications were made to the Future Land Use Plan and 
Map.  These modifications reflect the desired future land use patterns for areas of the Township that have 
either experienced some transition of land uses since the adoption of the 2011 Plan or are areas where a 
new direction is warranted. 
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Future Land Use Designations
Thirteen future land use categories have been created to designate the 
desired land use pattern for the Township. Each of the districts is de-
scribed in more detail in the Plan, and are summarized in the following 
Future Land Use Matrix. The Future Land Use Matrix compares each of 
the designations based on several criteria of concern to this Plan.

Rural Residential (14,467 acres)
Development Intensity: Low

The Rural Residential land use designation is the largest designation 
in the Township. In many ways, it is also the most diverse and the most 
important.  

The current land use pattern within the Rural Residential designation 
includes residential, agricultural, and some limited commercial land uses. 
Low density subdivision / neighborhood development is permitted and 
is encouraged to utilize open space cluster development practices in 
order to protect and preserve the natural features in this area and the 
rural character it defines. Other residential uses consist of scattered-site 
development at low density. Units typically are served by private wells 
and septic systems. (Although public utilities have been extended west 
into portions of the Rural Residential area, this was done to address envi-
ronmental concerns and not to facilitate development.)

Small agricultural uses are scattered throughout this area and are an im-
portant part of the rural character of the community. These include fam-
ily farms, orchards, fruit farms, and other similar operations. Because the 
Township does not have many significantly sized parcels and due to the 
value of the land, agriculture will not expand significantly in the future. 
However, it is an important part of the Township’s history and rural char-
acter, and pre-existing farms are encouraged to continue.  In addition, 
supporting the rural character through the allowance of agri-businesses 
and agri-tainment uses should be considered.

Rural Residential Desired Future Development Pattern
• Low density residential development

• Utilization of Rural Character Preservation Strategies, such as:

• Utilization of conservation / open space subdivisions to 
protect sensitive landscapes

• Utilization of programs available – purchase of develop-
ment rights, transfer of development rights, conservation 
easements – to protect natural features

• Setback from natural features (surface waters, wetlands)

• Building pad site selection based on minimal disturbance 
to natural features

• Tree lines and other vegetation along road frontages 
selectively cleared if at all to minimize impact on rural 
character along County Roads

Low density residential develop-
ment sensitive to natural features 
may occur in the rural residential 
designation.
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There are also a number of small commercial properties scattered 
throughout this area that are well-established and have been located at 
these sites for many years. They are important to the community, many 
are zoned appropriately, and the Plan does not desire to remove them. 
These include farm stands as well as commercial uses serving the local 
and regional market. Besides these pre-existing uses however, the Plan 
does not call for any additional commercial uses in this area outside of 
the Neighborhood Commercial District.

Low Density Residential (2,630 acres)
Development Intensity: Low

This designation represents the majority of the neighborhoods in the 
Township as well as those areas planned for future neighborhood de-
velopment, which will be single-family residential in nature. In time, it is 
envisioned that all portions of this designation will be served by public 
water and sewer service. Presently, portions of this area are provided 
with such services while other areas are served with private well and/or 
septic systems.

In addition to new Low Density Residential (LDR) developments, many 
LDR areas were developed quite a few years ago. In some instances, new 
development has occurred around these neighborhoods that is not con-
sistent with single-family development. When this occurs, it is essential 
that adequate buffers and protection are provided to ensure the neigh-
borhood is insulated from the effects of the adjacent uses. Examples of 
such buffers include enhanced setbacks, berms, landscaped green space, 
natural or artificial screening, or a more moderate intensity development 
/ land use serving as a transition (such as an office or senior housing).

Of course, where the adjacent new development is a LDR neighborhood, 
such measures are not necessary. In other instances of older LDR areas, 
housing and property maintenance must be monitored and enforced 
so as to maintain property values in the neighborhood and not detract 
from the quality of the surrounding community.

As development continues in the Township and neighborhoods are built 
on the available parcels in and amongst the existing neighborhoods, an 
interconnected street network should be established and/or maintained. 
Many of the existing developments have stub streets or outlots extend-
ing to undeveloped parcels providing opportunities for such a network 
to be established. By using these stub streets and outlots, providing 
for additional access points, and applying the street connectivity index 
(found in Chapter 5, Transportation & Community Services, of the 2012 
Master Plan), the Township will ensure a safer, more efficient transpor-
tation system for its residents. As these neighborhoods connect and a 
street network is created, the Township’s responsibility will be to ensure 
the network design is safe for neighborhood residents and does not 
become a popular, high-speed bypass, or convenient short-cut for the 
general population. This is accomplished through site layout, transpor-
tation planning, and as necessary, traffic calming measures (i.e. speed 
bumps, bump-outs, traffic circles, etc.).

Low Density Residential Desired Future Development Pattern 
• Low density residential development

• Single-family residential development in connected, coordinat-
ed neighborhoods

• Preservation and protection of existing neighborhoods and resi-
dential developments from incompatible land uses

• Integration of new development into an interconnected street 
network

• Residential areas connected with trails and walkways

• Parks and open space included with neighborhood develop-
ment to provide small recreation areas for residents
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Medium Density Residential (215 acres)
Development Intensity: Medium

The Medium Density Residential designation is very similar to the Low 
Density Residential designation. It is intended for residential develop-
ment and includes areas of existing and potential future development. 
Development will be served by public water and sewer. The primary 
differences between the Low Density Residential designation and the 
Medium Density Residential designation is the increased density and the 
inclusion of two-family to four-family dwelling units and senior-oriented 
housing.

Like the Low Density Residential designation, concerns about adjacent 
development and interconnectivity within and between developments 
remain important.  In many instances, Medium Density Residential is 
used as a buffer between higher intensity development and lower den-
sity residential neighborhoods. This only increases the need for sufficient 
buffers between uses to minimize impacts.  Also, with increased density 
comes increased traffic. Providing and maintaining connections within 
and between neighborhoods is therefore a key priority here as well.

Medium Density Residential Desired Future Development Pattern 
• Medium density residential development

• Two to four family residential development in coordinated com-
munities

• Senior-oriented housing

• Preservation and protection of existing neighborhoods and 
residential developments

• Integration of new development into an interconnected street 
network

• Residential areas to be connected with trails and walkways

• Parks and open space included with neighborhood develop-
ment to provide small recreation areas for residents

Duplex condominium 
units provide alterna-
tive residential options 
for township residents.

High Density Residential (248 acres)
Development Intensity: High

High Density Residential development in Oshtemo Township includes 
primarily apartment complexes of various configurations and sizes. All 
areas are on public water and sewer. Although these complexes vary in 
age, there was a substantial increase in the number of units in the past 
10 years. Due to the significant amount of this development already 
present in the community, little additional land is set aside for this des-
ignation. Redevelopment and rehabilitation of the existing High Density 
Residential areas is envisioned.

For some of the older complexes, property maintenance is an issue that 
the Township needs to continue to monitoring closely. These properties 
shall be maintained so as not to become blighting influences and de-
tract from the quality of the community. (This is a priority for all areas in 
the Township but is of greatest concern where there is a high concentra-
tion of renters.) In addition, this ensures that the housing units remain 
compliant with code standards and provide quality housing conditions 
as residents move in and out.

Where new development encroaches on lower density residential de-
velopments, adequate buffers must be provided to ensure any impacts 
from the proposed development is not a detriment to the adjacent 
properties.
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Manufactured Residential (215 acres)
Development Intensity: High

The Manufactured Residential designation represents the existing Man-
ufactured Home Parks in the Township. Four such parks currently exist; 
two are fully developed and two have not built the entire facility that 
was originally proposed and approved. But, none of the four parks are 
at full capacity and therefore no additional land has been designated for 
this use type.
 
Public/Government District (206 acres)
Development Intensity: Medium

The primary uses found in this district are publicly owned properties like 
Township parks, libraries, cemeteries and governmental buildings.  The 
placement of this district within the Future Land Use Map is to identify 
those areas of the Township where these types of uses are expected to 
continue well into the future.

Manufactured Residential Desired Future Development Pattern 
• Continued maintenance and upkeep of parks consistent with 

original approvals and Michigan Manufactured Housing Com-
mission standards

• Open space, parks, and community amenities providing recre-
ational opportunities to residents

• Connections to pedestrian and trail network, as well as to public 
transit system, as available

Public/Government Desired Future Development Pattern
• Connections to pedestrian and trail networks, as well as to pub-

lic transit system, for easy access to these public uses.

• Consider new locations for park facilities in the eastern portion 
of the Township to provide access to underserved residential 
populations.

High Density Residential Desired Future Development Pattern 
• High density residential development

• Apartment complexes, duplexes, townhomes, and similar devel-
opments in well-designed, coordinated communities

• Complexes buffered from adjacent development to prevent 
impacts from adjacent properties

• Well maintained and monitored properties providing quality 
housing options to residents of community

• Open space, parks, and community amenities providing recre-
ational opportunities to residents

• Connections to pedestrian and trail network as well as to public 
transit system

High density residential units in the township provide living 
options predominantly for students and seniors.
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Transitional Office (417 acres)
Development Intensity: Medium

There are several areas in the Township that could benefit from a district 
that serves as a buffer between existing commercial uses and/or trans-
portation networks and adjacent residential uses. The use of a Transi-
tional Office District is intended to mitigate the compatibility issues that 
often arise between higher intensity development and residential uses. 

Development envisioned for the Transitional Office District include pri-
marily office and institutional uses.  Office uses include financial institu-
tions, professional service firms, medical facilities, and personal service 
establishments. This category may include buildings occupied by single 
professional business or a larger multi-tenant office building. Institution-
al uses include churches, schools, daycare centers, libraries, post offices 
and other public buildings, and public recreation.  The District would 
also include medium density residential uses, such as duplexes and se-
nior-oriented complexes.

For all areas carrying this designation, access management will be a 
high priority, especially along the primary roadways of the Township. In 
addition, regulations will need to be considered relating to size of con-
struction and site development to ensure compatibility with adjacent 
residential uses and in keeping with the intent of the District as a buffer 
from higher intensity uses.  Ensuring that development is coordinated 
and consistent, such as through the Planned Unit Development (PUD) 
process, will assist with quality, design, and function that is desired for 
these areas. 

Transitional Office Desired Future Development Pattern 
• Office, institutional, and/or medium density residential located 

in well-planned developments

• Protection of the existing character of the area in which it is 
located through design, layout, and operation

• Incorporation of access management standards

• Successful buffers and/or transitions between adjacent land 
uses

Village Core (119 acres)
Development Intensity: High

The Village Core designation is located within the boundary of the 
Downtown Development Authority (DDA) for Oshtemo Township and 
where the historic “village” of Oshtemo used to reside.  This area was the 
site of the original settlement in the Township and served for many years 
as the heart of the community.

The Village Core has been the subject of a considerable amount of evalu-
ation and analysis over the past 15 years. In that time, the DDA was creat-
ed and a Development Plan prepared; a Character Plan crafted to estab-
lish a vision for the future built environment, and a Form Based Code 
prepared to implement that vision; and a Streetscape Plan prepared for 
aesthetic and pedestrian right-of-way improvements within the district.  

The work of the DDA has just begun. It is their hope, as well as the 
Township’s, that properties in this area will redevelop, and the Village 
will become a unique place, identifiable within Oshtemo.  By creating a 
walkable, mixed use, compact village center, it is desired for this area to 
once again serve this role.

The Master Plan supports the findings and conclusions of the plans 
prepared for the Village Core and incorporates them by reference. It is 
envisioned that as sites redevelop within this area, it will be done consis-
tent with these documents.
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Neighborhood Commercial (51 acres)
Development Intensity: Low

In support of the Rural Character Preservation Strategy, neighborhood 
commercial areas will be in strategic locations within the western por-
tion of the Township.  Low intensity commercial and retail establish-
ments are permitted that would accommodate a planned mixture of 
farm service business and other locally oriented service establishments.  
The intent is to provide services, like a small convenience store, that will 
support and be compatible with nearby residential development. 

Neighborhood Commercial Desired Future Development Pattern
• Be located on an arterial or a major collector street

• Be located in the rural portion of the Township to serve rural 
residents 

• Designed to be compatible with adjacent land uses in building 
scale and site development

• Utilize access management techniques like shared curb cuts to 
reduce impact on road system

Village Core Desired Future Development Pattern 
• Development consistent with the goals and requirements of the 

Village Theme Development Plan, as amended over time and 
any supporting guidelines or regulations

• Mixed uses with higher density residential, commercial, and 
retail uses

• High-quality architectural design standards, consistent with the 
unique character of the village

• Convenient and safe pedestrian routes between activity centers

• Uniform streetscape improvements and sidewalks

The Village Core 
classification seeks 
higher density, 
mixed-use, pedestri-
an-oriented develop-
ment with uniform 
streetscape ameni-
ties.

Local Commercial (186 acres)
Development Intensity: Medium

Controlling the pattern of commercial development is a critical step 
toward eliminating the sprawling tendencies of many commercial strip 
malls and big box retail establishments. The desire to curb commercial 
sprawl was identified through the public input process. In order to dif-
ferentiate between the types of commercial development present in the 
Township, two specific commercial designations were created, including 
the Local Commercial designation.

The purpose of the Local Commercial designation is to provide low 
volume commercial businesses that mix well with a variety of land uses 
including residential, industrial, and general commercial. These uses are 
not high-volume / high-traffic uses with a significant number of cars 
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coming and going, drive-through service, and/or automobile service. 
(These elements or characteristics can detract from the residential char-
acter or pedestrian orientation of the surrounding area and are therefore 
not present in the Local Commercial designation). Examples of uses that 
could be found in a Local Commercial designation include professional 
offices, unique shops such as antique shops and specialty food shops, 
and generally low volume enterprises that do not operate 24 hours a 
day.

General Commercial (564 acres)
Development Intensity: High

The intent of the General Commercial areas is to serve both the residents 
of the community as well as the regional market and transient custom-
ers. Uses like big box retail, shopping centers, and auto-oriented uses 
would be permitted in this district. 

Despite the very high intensity of existing uses present throughout 
this designation, the sites have been well managed and maintained to 
minimize the impacts of that intensity. Maintenance of these sites is 
paramount. Maintaining and improving on existing access management 
issues are also a primary concern due to the high traffic volumes and 
turning conflicts created by the multiple driveways onto the abutting 
roads. As sites develop and redevelop, opportunities to improve access 
situations and address other site issues of concern must be considered.

As the Township works to become more pedestrian friendly, convenient, 
and accessible, these are areas that fall short and require attention. As 
possible and practical, the Township should work with property owners 
and developers to integrate sidewalks, pathways, and other pedestrian 
friendly measures into plans for these designated areas in order to better 
balance the needs of the pedestrian with those of the motorist.

Use of the Planned Unit Development (PUD) mechanism shall be encour-
aged in this area to ensure coordinated and integrated developments.

Local Commercial Desired Future Development Pattern
• Low intensity, small scale commercial uses such as offices or 

specialty/destination stores

• Shared parking and access, particularly along primary roads and 
highways

• Adequate buffers and screening from adjacent development, as 
necessary to protect adjacent properties

General Commercial Desired Future Development Pattern 
• Commercial uses serving local and regional markets

• Use of the Planned Unit Development (PUD) technique to en-
sure consistent, cohesive development

• Implementation of the Access Management Plan as sites are 
developed and redeveloped

• Sidewalks, pathways, and other considerations for pedestrians 
internal to sites

• Use of creative/innovative stormwater management techniques 
and practices

General Commercial 
areas in the township 
serve both the local 
and regional markets.
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Research Office (243 acres)
Development Intensity: Medium

The Research Office designation is located on 9th Street at the southern 
gateway to the Township and has traditionally served as an important 
job center.  The Future Land Use Plan encourages the continued evolu-
tion of this area as an employment hub that provides high quality job 
opportunities to residents. Uses might include offices, research and 
development, life science, corporate center, light industrial with limited 
impact outside the building, indoor recreation facilities, public or qua-
si-public institutions, financial institutions, and health care facilities.

As large parcels are developed, it is encouraged that the Planned Unit 
Development (PUD) tool be used. This will result in coordinated, consis-
tent development addressing issues such as site layout, drainage, access, 
parking, utilities, lighting, design, signage, screening, and landscaping 
consistent with the desires for premier development as expressed during 
the public input process. Because the South 9th Street corridor is both 
an important gateway into the Township and also leads into the Village 
Core from the south, special attention should be paid to the design and 
layout of properties adjacent to 9th Street.

Access management principles should be applied along 9th Street as 
well to limit access points and encourage shared driveways and develop-
ment of service drives and a local street network.

Research Office Desired Future Development Pattern
• Low intensity development of employment centers including of-

fices, research and development, life science, corporate centers, 
light industrial uses with limited impact outside the building, 
indoor recreation facilities, public and quasi-public institutions, 
financial institutions, and health care facilities

• Use of the Planned Unit Development (PUD) technique on larger 
sites ensure consistent, cohesive development

• Enhanced setbacks, landscaping, and design along 9th Street 
frontage 

• Use of shared access points and service drives to limit driveways 
on 9th Street and other primary roads, as applicable

• Screening and/or buffers provided to prevent impacts on adja-
cent residences

A mix of technology, research, office, 
recreation, and industrial uses exist in the 
Research Office designation.
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General Industrial Desired Future Development Pattern 
• Industrial development at a low to moderate intensity consis-

tent with surrounding character and uses bringing jobs and 
employees to the community

• Heavy commercial (such as auto repair and contractor yards) 
and industrial uses on large lots with generous setbacks to 
maintain the rural character

• Where large parcels are developed into multiple uses, use of the 
PUD technique to ensure coordinated development and appli-
cation of access management standards

• Providing sufficient buffers and screening to prevent impacts on 
adjacent property owners

General Industrial (464 acres)
Development Intensity: Medium

The General Industrial designation is the primary designation for in-
dustrial development in the Township and a source for many important 
higher wage jobs in the community. The designation includes both light 
and general industrial uses (including those industrial uses described in 
the Research Office Industrial designation above), warehouse and dis-
tribution facilities, heavy commercial, and storage facilities. They are in 
various locations around the Township where such development has al-
ready occurred, such as along KL Avenue, Stadium Drive, and 8th Street. 
It is intended that future development be consistent with the develop-
ment that already exists.  Heavy industrial uses should be located on 
large parcels where significant setbacks from property lines, particularly 
from street rights-of-way and residential properties can be achieved to 
effectively screen these uses from view.

Sub-Areas
The Future Land Use Map also identifies several sub-areas that have 
been identified for more detailed analysis. In total, five sub-areas have 
been identified, as follows:

1. Genesee Prairie

2. West Main between 9th Street and US-131

3. Maple Hill Drive South

4. Century Highfield

5. 9th Street

The Maple Hill Drive South Sub-Area Plan is included in this 2017 Master 
Plan Update report. The other four sub-area plans were prepared and 
included as part of the 2011 Master Plan; these sub-area plans are un-
changed and remain as an integral component of the Township’s Future 
Land Use Plan.
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Appendix
Esri Tapestry Segmentation Profiles

W.E. Upjohn Center Natural Features Report
Rural Character Workshop Summary

Maple Hill Sub-Area Workshop Results Summary
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OSHTEMO CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD DECEMBER 14, 2017 

 
Agenda  
 
PUBLIC HEARING: MASTER PLAN UPDATE 
CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT MASTER PLAN UPDATE TO INCLUDE: 

a. Introduction and Planning Drivers 
b. Rural Character Preservation Strategy 
c. Maple Hill Drive South Sub-Area Plan 
d. Future Land Use Plan 

  
PUBLIC HEARING: ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS 
CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS TO INCLUDE: 

a. Section 11.000: Definitions – specifically Section 11.237: Building Official 
b. Section 60.000: Special Exception Uses – specifically Section 60.400: 

Planned Unit Development 
c. Section 68.000: Off-Street Parking of Motor Vehicles – specifically Section 

68.300: Off-Street Parking and Site Circulation Requirements 
d. Section 77.00: Addressing Requirements for Structures 

  
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

a. 2018 MEETING DATES 
 

 
A meeting of the Oshtemo Charter Township Planning Commission was held on 
Thursday, December 14, 2017, commencing at approximately 7:00 p.m. at the Oshtemo 
Charter Township Hall. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Cheri Bell, Chairperson 

Fred Antosz, Vice Chairperson 
Ollie Chambers 

      Dusty Farmer, Secretary 
      Mary Smith 
        
MEMBERS ABSENT:   Kathleen Garland-Rike 
      Bruce VanderWeele 
 

Also present were Julie Johnston, Planning Director, James Porter, Township 
Attorney, Martha Coash, Meeting Transcriptionist, and approximately 20 interested 
persons. 
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Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 
 
 Chairperson Bell called the meeting to order at approximately 7:00 p.m.; the 
“Pledge of Allegiance” was recited. 
 
Agenda 
 
 Chairperson Bell asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the 
Agenda. Hearing none, she asked for a motion to approve the agenda. 
 
 Mr. Antosz made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Ms. Farmer 
supported the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items 
 
 The Chairperson called for public comment on non-agenda items. Hearing none, 
she moved to the next agenda item. 
 
Approval of the Minutes from the Work Session and from the Regular Meeting of 
November 9, 2017 
 
 Chairperson Bell asked if there were additions, deletions or corrections to the 
Minutes of the Work Session or the Regular Meeting of November 9, 2017. Hearing 
none, she asked for a motion. 
 
 Mr. Antosz made a motion to approve the Minutes of the Work Session and the 
Regular Meeting of November 9, 2017 as presented. Ms. Farmer supported the motion. 
The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: MASTER PLAN UPDATE 
CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT MASTER PLAN UPDATE TO INCLUDE: 

a. Introduction and Planning Drivers 
b. Rural Character Preservation Strategy 
c. Maple Hill Drive South Sub-Area Plan 
d. Future Land Use Plan 

 
Chairperson Bell moved to the next item on the agenda, a public hearing 

considering the draft Master Plan and asked Ms. Johnston for her presentation. 
  
Ms. Johnston told the Board per the requirements of Public Act 33 of 2008, 

Michigan Planning Enabling Act, the Master Plan must be reviewed for changes every 
five years, and the Planning Commission must hold a public hearing on the Master Plan 
Update before making a recommendation to the Township Board.  This hearing allows 
the Planning Commission a final chance to make any changes to the draft Master Plan 
Update before it is forwarded to the Township Board.  It is also an opportunity for the 
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public to voice their support or any concerns regarding the draft document before the 
Planning Commission makes its recommendation. She noted the process to this point to 
develop needed updates has taken place over the last twelve months. She indicated the 
draft Master Plan Update includes four main chapters: 
 

Introduction and Planning Drivers: Outlines the demographic changes occurring 
in the Township that influence planning decisions and includes how changes have 
occurred over the last five years and how changes may occur for future planning. 
 

Rural Character Preservation Strategy: Details the goals, policy statements and 
strategies for preserving rural properties and character within the western 2/3rds of the 
Township.  This section includes the detailed environmental mapping conducted by 
Western Michigan University and the public outreach steps taken to develop the 
proposed strategies. Many months of strategy discussion have taken place to help 
preserve the rural character. 
 

Maple Hill Drive South Sub-Area Plan: This Plan was based on a 
recommendation in the 2011 Master Plan, which indicated this particular area of the 
Township was prime for redevelopment and that a more detailed Sub-Area plan was 
needed. The recommendations in the Sub-Area Plan are based on community outreach 
and careful consideration of the Planning Commission with regard to the uniqueness of 
this area and its location in that portion of the Township slated for more intense 
development, including the need for buffering from neighborhoods. 
 

Ms. Johnston noted the extensive outreach to and participation by residents at 
work sessions and additions/changes to the plan that were made as a result, including 
the importance of green space, stronger language on incentives in zoning to support 
public spaces in the Sub-Area, and a goal the Township to work with the Road 
Commission to consider closing the Driftwood access once a secondary access has 
been developed to connect Green Meadows to Maple Hill. Another change was made 
regarding evaluating building scale rather than height, to provide transitioning to protect 
neighborhoods to the south. 
 

Future Land Use Plan: This section of the Update replaces the 2011 Future Land 
Use Chapter.  Incremental alterations to the Future Land Use Map have been proposed 
to address changing conditions and support the planning drivers affecting the Township. 
 

Chairperson Bell asked if there were questions from the Board for Ms. Johnston. 
 
Mr. Antosz suggested the inclusion of a definition or example of the “street 

connectivity index on page 64.  
 
Chairperson Bell suggested including explanation or clarification regarding 

planning drivers in the appendix, specifically “community tapestry segments.” 
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Ms. Farmer shared four changes to the Maple Hill Sub-area plan suggested by 
participants at the November 9 public workshop: 1)the importance of language to 
address green space preservation, 2) Stronger language on incentives and zoning to 
support public spaces, 3) Work with the Road Commission to close Driftwood access 
once a secondary access is initiated and created, and 4) a change in wording that talks 
about building scale rather than building height to provide protection for neighborhoods 
to the south. 

 
The Chair noted the Board had received a letter from Frank Wiers and Margie 

DeGroot December 1st stating their concern regarding green space, buffer zones, and 
traffic volume. 

 
Mr. “Z”, 293 Westview, felt the language about working with the Road 

Commission regarding closing the Driftwood access was too vague and “should 
consider” should be changed to be stronger, for example, “the Township will request.” 

 
Ms. Michelle Contraris, 5015 Driftwood, shared her concern about the vague 

language regarding closing Driftwood access and felt it would be good to close it soon. 
 
Ms. Melanie James, Skyridge, told the Board a number of promises made to 

residents at the time the condos and apartments were built were not honored, including 
Skyridge being used strictly as an emergency access to the condos, and a noise buffer 
from U.S. 131. She noted speeding vehicles from the condos and apartments result in 
residents coming close to being hit, and a substantial increase in broken windows from 
thrown rocks, which she felt was a result of minors not having enough to do. She 
suggested providing an activities center for them. 

 
Mr. George White, representative of the condominium association indicated 

condo residents would very much object to closing off Skyridge while the result would 
be only one other entrance. 

 
Ms. Anna Versale, Mandalay Drive, was concerned about the amount of traffic 

and advocated closing the entrance at Driftwood. She felt strongly about keeping green 
space available for residents and said there are many development opportunities 
elsewhere in the Township. 

 
Mr. Brian Stoltz said when the Catnerbury Apartments were approved for 

development, the County Road Commission said there had to be two points of access, 
primarily for emergency vehicles and, at that time Driftwood and Green Meadow were 
the only alternatives. He thanked Commissioners for including wording regarding the 
closure of Driftwood in the document.  He noted the original plans did not call for 
subsidized housing and that the change of demographics has resulted in many children 
in the neighborhood. He said many school buses travel through the neighborhood each 
day. He also reported he had filmed traffic from his driveway during rush hour and 
recorded 63 vehicles passing his home during that time, which did not agree with the 13 
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estimated by the Road Commission. He did not count vehicles that did not pass in front 
of his home. He also reported loud mufflers and much speeding from the recording. 

 
Ms. Karen Curtis thanked the Commission for including the wording regarding 

closure of Driftwood access and asked that residents be informed when anything 
regarding that issue develops. 

 
Hearing no further comments, Chairperson Bell closed the Public Hearing. She 

noted surrounding municipalities had been provided the draft of the updated Master 
Plan for comments. Neither the City of Kalamazoo nor the County of Kalamazoo had 
any concerns. She said concerns about the number of school buses expressed by Mr. 
Stoltz were also voiced at the November 9 public work session and that KPS confirmed 
that 29 buses travel through the neighborhood during the day.  

 
The Chair moved to Board Deliberations and asked if there were comments from 

Trustees. 
 
Ms. Farmer reminded the group the suggestion to include the Driftwood closure 

in the Plan was generated by Planning Commission members. She supports it, but 
noted neither the Road Commission nor the Township Fire Department would ever 
support if while only one entrance was left since it would be very unsafe for the 
neighborhood. She also explained the Township cannot dictate that the golf course stay 
as is, but that they can provide incentives to owners to have, sell or donate land for 
public space. A lot of work went into providing language in the Plan to do that – the 
Township is doing all it can do legally to encourage it. At the least there will be a green 
space buffer. She thanked Ms. Johnston for encouraging and providing so much 
opportunity for public engagement and thanked those who came to provide input at the 
various meetings. She felt the Staff and Board did a good job and produced a great 
document.  

 
She concluded by saying she would support changing the wording on page 56, 

“Vehicular Circulation Connectors” from “the Township should consider closing the 
connection between Green Meadow Drive and Driftwood Avenue” to “the Township will 
work with the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County to close the connection to Green 
Meadow Drive and Driftwood Avenue,” but only after there is a secondary access. 

 
Chairperson Bell suggested text changes:  
 

• Page 52 of the Maple Hill Sub-Area Plan - add “recreation” as the last 
word in the second paragraph in the right column. 

• Page 12, table three should add to 100%. 
 
The Chair thanked Ms. Johnston for the great draft update of the Master Plan 

and she thanked members of the public for their continued efforts and how it educates 
the Planning Commission. 
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Ms. Smith noted the comments from the County of Kalamazoo encouraged 
careful consideration to the change from a golf course in future planning. She 
encouraged people to continue to attend meetings and said the Planning Commission 
would do what they can to make things work for everyone. 

 
There was consensus to recommend the Master Plan Update as presented to 

the Township Board for approval; the Chair asked for a motion. 
 
Ms. Farmer made a motion to recommend the Master Plan Update with the 

amendments to the draft as discussed to the Township Board for approval. Mr. Antosz 
supported the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS 
CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS TO INCLUDE: 

a. Section 11.000: Definitions – specifically Section 11.237: Building Official 
b. Section 60.000: Special Exception Uses – specifically Section 60.400: 

Planned Unit Development 
c. Section 68.000: Off-Street Parking of Motor Vehicles – specifically Section 

68.300: Off-Street Parking and Site Circulation Requirements 
d. Section 77.00: Addressing Requirements for Structures 

 
Chairperson Bell moved to the next item on the agenda, a public hearing 

considering the draft Zoning Ordinance Amendments. 
  
Ms. Johnston told the Board the initial requested changes to the Off-Street 

Parking Ordinance began with recommendations related to accessible spaces and the 
desire to ensure the Americans with Disabilities Act regulations are met.  Staff 
recommended changes that would require the use of concrete or similar material, as 
opposed to asphalt, for all accessible spaces.  Concrete is a more rigid product, which 
will allow the required slopes and cross-slopes of the accessible spaces to be more 
easily managed.   
 

While reviewing the Off-Street Parking Ordinance for accessible spaces, Staff made 
four additional changes:   
 

1. Amendments are recommended to Section 68.300 that reduce and re-organize 
the current Ordinance language into a more user-friendly configuration.  Section 
68.300 now just regulates parking lots and circulation aisles.  Anything not 
related to parking lots and circulation aisles, like drive-through windows, has 
been moved to its own section of the code.  In addition, those regulations that 
just reiterate that the parking lot must meet other code requirements have been 
removed. 
 

2. Staff would like to change Section 68.300 to include requirements for site 
circulation. The current ordinance does not specifically mention circulation aisles 
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OSHTEMO CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD JANUARY 25, 2018 
 

 
Agenda  
 
JOINT WORK SESSION OF THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND THE 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

DISCUSSION OF DRAFT MASTER PLAN UPDATE  
  

 

 
A meeting of the Oshtemo Charter Township Board of Trustees and the Planning 
Commission was held on Thursday, January 25, 2018, commencing at approximately 
7:00 p.m. at the Oshtemo Charter Township Hall. 
  

TOWNSHIP BOARD 
  MEMBERS PRESENT: Libby Heiny-Cogswell, Supervisor 
      Nancy Culp, Treasurer 
      Dave Bushouse 
      Deb Everett 
      Zak Ford 
      Ken Hudok 
  MEMBER ABSENT:  Dusty Farmer, Clerk 
  
  PLANNING COMMISSION 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Cheri Bell, Chairperson 
Fred Antosz, Vice Chairperson 

      Ollie Chambers 
      Micki Maxwell 
      Mary Smith 
      Bruce VanderWeele  
      Dusty Farmer, Secretary 
   
 
 Also present were Julie Johnston, Planning Director, James Porter, Attorney, 
Marc Elliott, Public Works Director, Martha Coash, Meeting Transcriptionist, and six 
interested persons. 
 
Call to Order  
 
 The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell at approximately 
7:00 p.m. 
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Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items 
 
 There were no public comments on non-agenda items. 
 
Discussion of Draft Master Plan Update 
 
 Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell asked Ms. Johnston to review the Master Plan 
process and updates for the group. 
 
 Ms. Johnston explained Public Act 33 of 2008, Michigan Planning Enabling Act, 
requires local jurisdictions to review their master plans every five years to determine if 
updates are required.  After an assessment of the 2011 Oshtemo Township Master 
Plan, the Planning Commission concluded that although the Plan is in good shape, 
some updates were needed.  She said the draft Master Plan Update includes four main 
chapters: 

 
• Introduction and Planning Drivers: Outlines the demographic changes 

occurring in the Township that influence planning decisions. 
 
• Rural Character Preservation Strategy: Details the goals and strategies for 

preserving rural properties and character within the western 2/3rds of the 
Township.  This section includes the detailed environmental mapping 
conducted by Western Michigan University and the public outreach steps 
taken to develop the proposed strategies. 

 
• Maple Hill Drive South Sub-Area Plan: This Plan was based on a 

recommendation in the 2011 Master Plan, which indicated this particular area 
of the Township was prime for redevelopment and a more detailed sub-area 
plan was needed.  The recommendations in the Sub-Area Plan are based on 
community outreach and careful consideration of the Planning Commission 
with regard to the uniqueness of this area and its location in that portion of the 
Township slated for more intense development. It is the last real undeveloped 
contiguous green area in this part of the Township. Public feedback reflected 
a desire that less density be maintained near residential neighborhoods. 

 
• Future Land Use Plan: This section of the Update replaces the 2011 Future 

Land Use Chapter.  Incremental alterations to the Future Land Use Map have 
been proposed to address changing conditions and support the planning 
drivers that are affecting the Township.  These changes mainly include the 
development of two new Districts, Transitional Office and Public/Government. 

 
In addition, the Neighborhood Commercial “Nodes” were eliminated and instead 

specific boundaries for the Neighborhood Commercial District were more clearly 
defined.  The Village Commercial area was redefined as the Village Core District and 
the boundaries were established around 9th Street and Stadium Drive.  The remaining 
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areas of the old Village Commercial District were designated as Local Commercial and 
Transitional Office. 

 
 Next, Ms. Johnston outlined the variety of public input garnered since the start of 
the public process. In addition to these specific outreach meetings, the Planning 
Commission held eight public work sessions throughout the development of the Master 
Plan.  Some of these work sessions were aimed at a specific focus area of the update 
and participants interested in that section of the Plan were invited to attend.   

 
She said the Planning Commission held the required public hearing on the draft 

Master Plan Update on December 14, 2017.  An email invitation was sent to the email 
list of attendees accumulated throughout the development of the Plan and notice was 
placed in the Kalamazoo Gazette and on Mlive.  Approximately 20 interested persons 
were in attendance and seven persons provided verbal comment on the plan.  After the 
public hearing, the Planning Commission forwarded a recommendation of approval of 
the draft Master Plan Update to the Township Board.  
 
 Ms. Johnston concluded by saying household population and growth are leading 
to an increased need for housing. Currently there is a 7% vacancy rate; the tight 
housing market will continue to increase values. Diversified housing stock providing 
greater choice is indicated. Condos, townhouses and other housing stock that require 
low maintenance are desired by increasing numbers of empty nesters as well as those 
in their 20s. 
 

Trustee Ford wondered about statistics regarding how many residents younger 
than 30 live with their parents. 
 
 Ms. Johnston said that statistic may be available from census data; usually if 
residents live with their parents they are counted as part of that household. 
 
 In response to a question from the Supervisor, Ms. Johnston indicated the 2011 
Master Plan and the 2018 update being considered are two different documents; both 
would be in effect at the same time. The only new section in the Master Plan is the 
Future Land Use chapter. The two documents could be combined into one if that would 
be clearer. 
 
 Trustee Ford thanked Ms. Johnston and the Planning Commission for all their 
work on this project. 
 
 Trustee Everett asked how a timeline might be developed to address the 
priorities in the Master Plan update in order to stay on task. 
 
 Ms. Johnston agreed it will be important to put the priorities established into 
effect; that it was very clear that those who attended public sessions expect 
implementation. She will work with the Planning Commission to develop a plan. 
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 In response to a question from Trustee Everett regarding storm water 
regulations, Ms. Johnston said she expects to address those as part of a reorganization 
of the Zoning Ordinance. 
 
 Trustee Ford wondered about the term “environmental sustainability” on page 37. 
 
 Ms. Johnston said ordinance language will need to be updated for solar and 
wind. Also needing updating is language related to RR – large parcels are currently 
limited to only residential uses. Property owners would like to have other opportunities 
to develop their land besides subdivision. The Planning Commission will study options.  
 
 Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell commented the Rural Preservation Plan, developed 
in concert with WMU to detail a natural features inventory, is phenomenal. She also 
wondered if property open to the public might be included in the Public/Government 
District. 
 
 Ms. Johnston said that might be a possibility; Ms. Bell said if that is considered, 
WMU and Kalamazoo College property should also be included.  
 
 Trustee Hudok asked if any consideration was given to allowing more density 
west of the existing future land use plan. Ms. Johnston said community input and past 
master plans did not support higher density moving west, a consistent view since the 
1990s. This may need to be examined again in the future. 
 
 Trustee Hudok noted public water and sewage and better transportation have to 
be considered for upgrades before the Township experiences big city problems. 
 
 In response to a question from Trustt Ford, Ms. Johnston explained green 
infrastructure includes connectivity to parks and arboretums, etc. She indicated the 
Township is in good shape to start the planning process for non-motorized connections 
and greenways because of the work completed by WMU. Non-motorized, greenway and 
park planning will help to begin implementing some of the strategies from the Rural 
Character chapter of the Update. 
 
 There was some discussion regarding the village area. Ms. Johnston indicated 
no zoning changes are expected. She said the Form Based Code may be repackaged 
as an overlay district with design guidelines to remove negative feelings that are 
keeping the area from being developed, but we are not there yet. 
 
 Ms. Johnston responded to the Supervisor’s comment that she was surprised 
there is more local commercial to the west of the village area than the existing mixed-
use village district, saying the Planning Commission looked at what exists in this 
location and what might develop in the future and thought local commercial was a better 
fit. They were trying to mirror the development plan of the Village Theme Development 
Plan. 
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 Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell also wondered whether private vs. public streets 
should be looked at in some areas. 
 
 Mr. Elliott noted some design standards of the Road Commission are less green 
than we would like. Allowing reduced paved widths is a departure from the Road 
Commission standards to allow developments to be more “green.”. 
 
 Ms. Johnston noted private streets can be only in open space and PUD 
developments and they bring up issues of responsibility for upkeep and maintenance. 
 
 Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell noted the future of retail will need to be considered in 
light of increased online shopping. 
 
 Trustee Hudok commended Ms. Johnston for trying to provide smart planning in 
targeted areas. 
 
 Trustee Ford wondered about electric car recharging stations. 
 
 Ms. Johnston indicated Ordinance language should allow the Planning 
Commission to have some flexibility and might include vehicle charging as well as 
bicycle parking. The vision is already laid out in the Master Plan goals, what is needed 
is implementation. 
 
 Ms. Johnston said the Master Plan needs to be supported by ordinance. That 
was not entirely done in 2011 after the Master Plan was put in place, which caused 
some problems. Very specific language is needed to bring ordinance in line with the 
Master Plan. 
 
 There was discussion about whether greenway and non-motorized plans should 
be stand-alone or integrated into the Master Plan.  
 

Attorney Porter stated that whether they are part of the master plan or stand-
alone plans, neither are regulatory.  They are the vision of the Township.  To require 
development, the Township needs the regulatory teeth; they have to be in zoning for 
implementation. Public noticing would be required to include these documents in the 
Master Plan. 

 
Ms. Bell felt it might provide continuity to have them all in one place. 
 
Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell asked whether Planning Commission members 

would like to comment. 
 
Mr. Antosz said it all comes down to developing good ordinance to support the 

Master Plan and it is important that as much feedback as possible from the public be 
included. 
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Ms. Smith requested that priority be given to developing sidewalks, especially on 
Croyden and Maple Hill. She noted people already walk in the street, and with new 
development, safety is even more of a consideration.   

 
Trustee Hudok shared Ms. Smith’s concern.  Priority in heavier commercial and 

high density areas need contiguous walkways as a focus of building and construction. 
 
Chairperson Bell thanked Ms. Johnston for her work and patience during the 

process to get the Master Plan update to the Township Board. 
 
Members of the public in attendance were offered a chance for comment. 
 
Mr. Simon Ashbrook said he owns property in a section of the Township that may 

be changed to local commercial. He has wanted for some time to be able to open a 
small family-owned meat market and is excited at the possibility of being able to do so.  
 
 Mr. Kurt Aardema, AVB, expressed his appreciation for the time Ms. Johnston 
and the Planning Commission have worked to develop and overall vision. They are 
excited to work with the Township on the next steps of development. 
 
 A representative of CTS Telecom said he was in attendance to gather 
information about Township development as it may pertain to an extended network and 
appreciated hearing the plans.  
  
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Having exhausted the agenda, and with there being no further business to 
discuss, Supervisor Heiny-Cogswell adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
Minutes prepared: 
January 27, 2017 
 
Minutes approved: 
___________, 2017 
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OSHTEMO CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 22, 2018 
 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

a. Condominium Ordinance 
 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

a. Liquor Control Ordinance 
 

b. Circulation Aisle Widths 
 

c. Master Plan Update requested amendments 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
A meeting of the Oshtemo Charter Township Planning Commission was held on 
Thursday, February 22, 2018, commencing at approximately 7:00 p.m. at the Oshtemo 
Charter Township Hall. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Cheri Bell, Chairperson 

Fred Antosz 
    Ollie Chambers 
    Dusty Farmer, Secretary 
    Micki Maxwell     
    Bruce VanderWeele , Vice Chairperson 
    Mary Smith 
 
MEMBER ABSENT:  None 
 

Also present were Julie Johnston, Planning Director and James Porter, Township 
Attorney. 
 
Call to Order 
 
 Chairperson Bell called the meeting to order at approximately 7:04 p.m.; the 
“Pledge of Allegiance” was recited. 
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c. Master Plan Update Amendments 
 

 Chairperson Bell moved to the next item on the agenda and asked Ms. 
Johnston for her report. 
 
 Ms. Johnston indicated that there were a handful of recommended Master Plan 
amendments for the Planning Commission to consider.  She stated she felt all of the 
suggested changes were positive improvements to the Plan, and endorsed the Planning 
Commission adopt them as part of their recommendation of approval to the Township 
Board. 
 
 Ms. Johnston went through each of the recommended changes and the reasons 
behind each change.  The Planning Commission discussed the changes and indicated 
their consent. 
 
 Mr. VanderWeele made a motion to recommend the proposed changes to the 
Master Plan Update to the Township Board.  Ms. Farmer supported the motion. The 
motion was approved unanimously. 
 
 
Planning Commissioner Comments 
  
 Hearing none, Chairperson Bell asked for a motion to adjourn. 
 
  
Adjournment 
 

Ms. Smith made a motion to adjourn.  Ms. Maxwell supported the motion. The 
motion was approved unanimously and Chairperson Bell adjourned the Planning 
Commission meeting at approximately 8:25 p.m. 
 
Minutes prepared: February 27, 2018 
 
Minutes approved: 
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Sublect Transfer of Class C/SDM Liquor License
EOAO, LLC - Cekola - Jac's of Oshtemo

OBJECTIW

To consider the trars{er of a Class C/SDM lQuor license for EOAO, LLC. This will facilitrate
the fansfer of the liquor license fiom Mangia Piz':a & Pasta Company to Jac's of Oshtemo
operated by Kellie and William Cekola.

BACKGROUND

Mangia Piza & Pasta has sold out to the Cekolas, and therefore, it is necessary to transfer the
liquor license for their continued operations at the site as Jac's of Oshtemo.

INFORMANON PROWDED

Attached you will see the Liquor License Application, site plan, notice of public hearing and
copy of the check issued to Oshtemo Charter Township. I have reviewed the application, in
conjunclion with Mr. and Mrs. Cekola and believe that service of alcohol at this facility meets
the terms and conditions of the Tonmship Ordinance.

STATEMENT OF WHAT YOU ARE ASKING BOARD TO APPROW

After reviewing the Application, counsel believes, as set forth above, that the applicant is in
compliance with the Tomship Liquor License Ordinance and requests approval of the Class
C/SDM Liquor License hansfer.



RICK SNYDER
GOVERNOR

wish to su

SHELLY EDGERTON
OIRECTOR

Please let this letter serve as notice the Michigan Liquor Control Commission has referred your
application to ourtnforcement Division for investigaiion of jour request.

ApplicanULicensee: EOA-O, LLC

Business address and phone number: 3112 tdl 51, Oshtemo 49077

Febuary 22,2018

EOA-O, LLC
Attomey Jocelyn Boucher
(iboucher@wni-com)

RtD # l80l{t0370
from Mappco, LLC

Reference/Transaction: Transfer Ownership Class C & SDM license

Home address and phone number of pa ne(sysubordinates:
1. Kellie Cekola: 2295 Woody Noll, Portage 49002 C{269) 207-{ 136
2. Wlliam Cekola: 2295 Woody Noll, Portage 49002 C-12691207-1021

As part of the licensing process, an investigation is required by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission
Enforcement Division. The Enforcement investigation will be conducted from the following designated
District Office:

Grand Rapids District Office (6161 47-2il7

You may contact your designated District Office regarding any appointments or questions on
docunEntation requested by the lnvestigator. FailuG to proyide rEoue€ted infomaffon orto keep
scheduled aopointments will cause the apolication to be rctumed to the Lansinq office for
cancetlation.

However, a copy of this notice is also being provided to Local Govemmental Unit should they
bmit an opinion on the application or advise of any local non-compliance issues.

Under administrative rule R 436.1105, the Commission shall consider the opinions of the local residents,
local legislative body, or local law enforcement agency with regard to the proposed business when
determining whether an applicant may be issued a license or permit.

Under administrative rule R 436.1003, the licensee shall comply with all state and local building,
plumbing, zoning, sanitation, and health laws, rules, and ordinances as determined by the state and loc.l
law enforcements officials who have jurisdiction over the licensee. The licensee ;ust obbin all other
required state and local licenses, permits, and approvals before using this license for the sale of aTcoholic
liquor. Approval of this license by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission does not waive any of these
requirements.

MICHIGAN LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION
Retail Licensing Division
(866) 813-0011

Oshtemo Twp Clerk (dfrarmer@oshtemo.org)

MICHIGAN LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION
ANDREW J, DELONEY, CHAIRMAN

525 W. Allegan Sr . p.o. BoX 30005 . LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909
*'rw.michigar.gov/lc. . t66-813-001 I

cc:

SIATE oF MICHIGAI'I

DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS
LANSING



OSHTE,MO CEARTER TOWNSHIP
KALAMAZOO COIJNTY, MICMGAIY

LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICATION

CITIZENSHIP OF APPLICANT(S) - Please inctude birthplace(s) and/or time and place of naturalization.

4looL
zftaau

l I IA I V,

CHARACTER OF TllE BUSINESS - Please explain urd include lengtb of time in business

LOCATIONAND OF THE PREMISES
UNDER TI{E LICBNSE.

WHICH ]S TO BE OPERATED
rbsr*nu

WtvwffiL 1 I I tourn))

OTI{ER APPLICA
RNQUESIED.

FOR A SIMILAR OR OTHER LICENSE ON PREMSIES OTTMR TI]AN T}IE ONE BEINC

CRIMINAL RECORD . EVER BEEN CONVICTED OF A FELONY. L

AGREEMENT TO BE LAIY ABIDING AND NOT VIOLATE ANY LA
IJMTED STATES OR TOWNSHIP ORDINANCES.

AN, THE

r(Signature

PLEASE PROVIDE BUILDING AND PLOT PLANS SHOW]NG TI]E ENTTRS
PARTICULAR THE ARTAS WHERE THE LICENSE IS TO BE I.JTIUTIZED.

STRUSTURE AND PREMISES, IN

lrta""A
PLEASE PROVIDE PLANS TO SHOW ADEQUATE OFF-SIREET PARKING, LIGHTING, REFUSE DISPOSAL AND,
WHERE APPROPRTATE, PLANS FOR SCREENING A}ID /OR NOISE COTVTNOI.

APPUCATION FOR LICENSE TO SETI BEER WINE OR SPIRITS BY THE GLASS WITHIN TI{E TOWNSHTP

NAME AND ADDRESS OF APPLICANT(S) - Ptease list names and addresses of offic€rs and directors and those having a
mqior ioterest in the corpoBtion,

PLACE OF

n Ahntvro -

r
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JACS OSHTEMO
2295 WOODY NOr.r
POBIAGE, MI 49@2

2003
1+11i3/121

Seri*r"l; E
aet

DATE

TO THE
ORDEF OF $ 2SA

OLLARS

tl]

s

FOR ltQ lrc
Ft[lsr BANK ffi

[.OO ?O0lrr. r;6? eq lr, ?lqr: FU I]lS?LISF



Michigan Department ofLicensing and Regulatory Affairs
Liquor Control Commission (MLCO

Toll Free: 86ffi13-001 1 .l 
^r 

ry.mtrhlga!.gollce

Business lD:

Requen lD:

(For MLCC use only)

Local Government Aoproval
(Authorized by MCL 436.1 501 )

lnstructions for Applicants:

. You must obtaln a recommendation from the local legislative body for a new on-premises license application, certain types of license
classification transfers, and/or a new banquetfacility permit

lnstructions for Local Legislative Body:

. Complete this resolution or provide a resolution, along with certification from the clerk or adopted minutes from the meeting at
which this request was considered.

Ata regular meeting ofthe Oshtemo Charter Township council/board
(regular or spe<ial)

called to order by Ellzabeth Heiny-Cogswell

(township, city, village)

on 031319 at 7:00 p.m

the following resolution was offered:

Moved by

(dnte)

and supported by

(time)

that the application from EOA-O, LLC

(name ofappli(ant)

forthe following license(s):Class C & SDM License

to be located at: 31 l2 fth Street, Oshtemo, Ml 49077

and the following permit, if applied fon

ff Banquet Facility Permit Address of Banquet Facility:

It is the consensus ofthis body that it this application be considered for

lf disapproved, the reasons for disapproval are

Yeas:

Nays:

Absent

I hereby certiry that the foregoing is true and is a complete copy of the resolution offered and adopted by the

council/board at a regular meeting held on March 13,2018

Township

(township, city. village)

(regular or special) (date)

Dusty Farmer

Print Name of Clerk Signature ofClerk Date

Under Article lV, Section 40, of the Constitution of Michigan (1963). the Commission shall exercise complete control of the alcoholic beverage traftc
within this statg including the retail sales thereof, subject to statutory limitations, Further, the Commission shall have the sole right power, and duty to
controlthe alcoholic beverage tramc and tiafnc in otheralcoholic liquorwithin this state, including the licensure ofbusinessesand individuals.

Please return this completed form along with any corresponding documents to;
Michigan Liquor Control Commission

Mailing address: P.O. Box 30005, Lansing, M|48909
Hand deliveries or overnight packages: Constitution Hall- 525 W Allegan, Lansing, M|,18933

Fax to: 517-763{059
LAR ira€q!.1oppon!.ity6ployn/pE9no"Aufiary.i.Lsvle5.dothsE.oabhedE d.tm.E e!.brE upon Gqcrro indivnu& with dir.6nni6LCa-r rx 0 ovr s)

(li5t spe.ifi< licenses requened)

(re(ommends/does not recommend)

approval by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission.

Vote
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Memo
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-.\V t txr tcl,l t(!al)r)ril)lJ)2 asbterDo
/2n,nt- c'st- t83e

/\
To: Oshtemo Charter Township Board

From: Marc Elliott, P.E., Direc'tor of Public Works

He: March 8,2018

Subiec't Engineering Services Contract for Sidewalk Concept Plans and Cost Estimates

OBJECTIVE

The To nship Board shall consider extending the existing engineering services contract with Fleis &
Vandenbrink to develop concept plans and cost estimates to extend public sidewalks. These "conceptual"

sidewalk extensions may evolve into additional work, should the Board so choose, to be incorporated into
Township approved public sewer extensions. The work (a not to exceed amount of $35,000) shall also
require a budget amendment of like amount from Carryover funds (101{0140100) to finance the work.

More specifically, F&V is cunently contracted to complete construction plans ficr phase one of the To ,nship's
efforts to extend public sewers into existing neighborhoods. Wthin the scope of the sewer projecl
topographic survey data collected by F&V is available to complete both sidewalk concept planning and
detailed design. The expanded scope of work (see attachment) includes additional survey along key
connecting conidors beyond the sewer project extenB. These additional odenb provide basic neighborhood
connectivity to the Township's overall non-motorized plan. The intent of these additional engineering services
is limited to the work needed to develop concept plans and cost information. The described locations were
identified by shff and others as the base.Facilities needed tc provide connectivity. The resumng concepts and
cost estimates wrll be brought to the Board for further review and discussion. With this information the Board
will be able determine whether to pursue select sidewalk projects through the next steps of dehiled
engineering deslgn, construction bidding and project funding.

BACKGROUND

Since 2010 the Township Board has rigorously explored the need to extend public sanitary sewers into older,
established neighborhoods. A review of records at that time frcund that some homes were on their third septic
system, and that many were moving along a spectrum towErds failure. The County Health Department
informed the Township in 2017 that their review of a dozen Oshtemo neighborhoods found that nearly 60% of
existing homes do not comply with cunent se\r/age treatrnent system design standards.

It has been a Board priority to proceed wih publac sewer extensions in an effective and financially responsible
manner. The Township is now finalizing a loan/grant funded sewer exension (phase 1 of 3) through the
Rural Development Program of the US Department of Agriculture. Final designs are expected in December
of 2018, with sewer project bidding and construction to occur in 2019.

Because coordination of Capital lmprovement Projects is also goal of the Township, the Board has identified
that there is opportunity to include select extensions of public sidewalks into the affecled neighborhoods.
Economies of scale should produce significate cost savings. Also, coordinated and concunent construction of
both sewer and sidewalks will minimized the disruption and inconvenience experienced by homeorvners. The
Township therefore directed staff to explore the inclusion of sidewalks hat provide basic non-motorized
connectivity to the Township's overall Non-Motorized Plan.

INFORMA PROWDED

Engineering Services Proposal, Fleis&Vandenbrink
Budget Amendment Request

T: ( OMMUM|A DEIELOPMF,NruUBUC WORKS,46,ti"1oD@d Nh 20134i 0e tuA Sds lu Si&NalL CMpt Phs 6 Naloric Wt Ju Ary.o|e.l Sevet E-6iM..lM



Ltr
FLEISTTIAI{DENBRINK

Elizabeth A. Heiny-Cogswell, Supervisor
Oshtemo Charter Township
7275 W. Main Street
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009

lnstallation of sidewalks connecting neighborhoods is a priority of the Township Board. The Board directed
Township staff to evaluate coordinating sidewalk installation with the proposed sewer installation. By
coordinating the sewer installation with sidewalk installation, the Township may save cost and disruption for
the residents. lt is understood that the sidewalk work will not be funded through the USDA but will be added
to the construction plans and funded directly by the Township.

Fleis and VandenBrink will team with O'Boyle, Cowell, Blalock, & Associates, lnc (OCBA) of Kalamazoo to
provide the following scope of service to assist the Township in preparing sidewalk options and cost. Sidewalk
locations are noted in the detailed work plan attached as an exhibit.

ScoPE oF SERvtcEs
. Perform supplemental topographic survey, where needed, in the areas where neighborhood sidewalks

are proposed
o OCBA staff \will provide concept drawings of sidewalk locations and prepare estimated construction

cost
. Attend one meeting with the Township to discuss progress, cost, and get feedback on plans
. Attend one meeting with Township and USDA to coordinate sidewalk installation as part of the USDA

sewer installation

(

,ESIGN

March 8, 20'18

RE: Neighborhood Sewer Extensions Phase 1 - Sidewalk Concept Design and Preliminary Cost
Estimating

Dear Libby:

4798 Campus Drive
Kalamazoo, Ml 49008

P: 269.385.001'l
Fi 269.382.6972

www.fyenq.com



Oshtemo Charter Township I Sidewalk Conceptual Plan I March 8, 2018
Page 2 of 3

FEEs

Fleis & VandenBrink will complete the proposed services on an hourly rate basis with a not to exceed amount.
F&V will bill the Township at hourly rates for time worked plus 1 .1 times the cost of OCBA and reimbursable
expenses.

Item

. Topographic Survey

. Concept Sidewalk layouuEstimated Costs

. Meetings

Total

Craig L. Shumaker, PE
Vice President, Principal,

Budoet

$20,000

$12,000

$3,000

$35,000 Not to Exceed

Matt G. Johnson, PE
Prolect Manager

We look forward to working with the Township, and teaming with OCBA, to add this sidewalk infill work to the
sewer project. When the Township finalizes the sidewalk locations, design and construction services will be
incorporated into the USDA engineering agreement for approval.

Please feel free to call with any questions

Sincerely,

FLEIS & VANDENBRINK

Enclosures:
Detailed Work Plan

Authorized to Proceed:
The above scope of work is authorized as an amendment under our general Professional Services Agreement
dated August 16, 2016 based on the work scope outlined above.

Date

Ltr
F&V

Oshtemo Charter Township



Oshtemo CharterTownship I Sidewalk Conceptual Plan I March 8,20'18
Page 3 of 3

Detailed Work Plan
Charter Township of Oshtemo

Neighborhood Sewer Extensions Phase #1 - Sidewalk Concept Drarvings

Skvridqe:
Sidewalk on the north side of Skyridge
Sidewalk on the north side of Driftwood
Sidewalk on the east side of Mandalay
Sidewalk on the north side of Crimson
Sidewalk on the east side of Westview
Proposed Speed table on Driftwood at the intersection with Weswiew.
6-foot Sidewalk on both sides of Green Meadow.
Continue the path on the north side of Green Meadow past Driftwood to Round Hill Road

Beech Ave:
Sidewalk on the south side of Beech
When crossing the radio tower property at the west end of Beech, we would like to see a curvy path that runs
with the terrain to the future Maple Hill Drive extension. lt can cross onto the northern part of The Fountains
property as needed
Sidewalk on both sides of Croyden Ave
6-foot sidewalk on both side Maple Hill Drive from West Main to Summer Ridge entrance

Meridian and Sunset
Sidewalk on south side of Sunset and west side of Meridian

Fairlane:
Sidewalk on south and west side of Fairgrove

Whiteqate Farms
Sidewalk on the east side of Whitegate Lane
Sidewalk on the north side of Castleton Lane
Sidewalk on the north side of Lamplighter Lane
Sidewalk on the north side of Powderhorn Lane
At the intersections of Powderhom with Lamplighter Lane and Castleton Lane, complete the sidewalks to the
\,vest to have fully interconnected sidewalks
For the cross-country path connecting Whitegate Lane to Coddington Lane, a curvy path to match the terrain
Sidewalk on the west side of Oshtemo Woods Lane
Sidewalk on the north side of Venture Park Drive between Oshtemo Woods Lane and Quail Run
Sidewalk on the east side of Quail Run between Venture Park Drive and Fairgrove St.

rg
FET'
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